Town of Griswold

Board of Selectmen

July 26, 2016
Regular Meeting Minutes
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July 26, 2016
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Griswold Town Hall
Downstairs Meeting Room
28 Main St, Jewett City, CT 06351

MINUTES
1. Call to Order/Roll – Meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Kevin Skulczyck, First Selectman
Members Present: Kevin Skulczyck, First Selectman

Steve Merchant Sr., Second Selectman

Members Absent: - Martin McKinney Jr., Third Selectman (with notification)

Others Present: Lisa M. Wood, Executive Assistant

Todd Babbitt, Road Superintendent

12 other interested citizens
2. Pledge of Allegiance – Pledge was cited
3. Approval of Minutes
a. June 28, 2016 – Regular Meeting Minutes
b. June 30, 2016 – Special Meeting Minutes
c. July 20, 2016 – Special Meeting Minutes
MOTION: Motion was made by S. Merchant, seconded by K. Skulczyck, to approve the minutes of the June 28, 2016 regular meeting and the June 30, 2016 special meeting minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.  

The July 20, 2016 were not motioned because S. Merchant was not present at that meeting.

4. Correspondence – None
5. New Business
a. Discussion and possible action on tax refunds as presented by Leona Sharkey, Tax Collector 


MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Merchant, seconded by K. Skulczyck, to 


approve the three tax refunds as submitted for a total of $210.66.  Motion carried 

unanimously.

b. Discussion and possible action on request by Ordinance Committee to review proposed changes to ordinance 10-3 Annual Budget Meetings and Board of Finance hearings – T. Babbitt spoke on behalf of the Ordinance Committee.  He noted the proposed changes did go before the BOF for approval before coming before the BOS.  It was noted the changes would allow to streamline the process for repeat votes on the budget and would also allow a larger time frame in which to hold the annual town meeting.  They decided not to add any advisory questions.

MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Merchant, seconded by K. Skulczyck, to 
support the ordinance committee and the BOF in going forward with the proposed 
ordinance change as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously.
c. Discussion and possible action on appointment of Andrea Dameron as a member of the Public Health & Safety Committee to fill the unexpired portion of a term of 7/1/2012 to 6/30/2018 – There was brief discussion.

MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Merchant, seconded by K. Skulczyck, to appoint 
Andrea Dameron as a member of the Public Health & Safety Committee to fill the 
unexpired portion of a term of 7/1/2012 to 6/30/2018.  Motion carried 
unanimously.

d. Discussion and possible action on reappointment of Dana Bennett, Bill Czmyr and Pat LaPierre as members of the Public Health & Safety Committee for a term of 7/1/2016 to 6/30/2022


MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Merchant, seconded by K. Skulczyck, to 
reappoint all three members.  Motion carried unanimously.

e. Discussion and possible action on appointment of two residents as representatives to the Atlantic Broadband Advisory Council – K. Skulczyck commented that Mike Minarsky is interested and has the radio background experience.  He also noted there is another resident interested and we should be receiving a letter from that person soon.


MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Merchant, seconded by K. Skulczyck, to appoint 

Mike Minarsky as a town representative member to the Atlantic Broadband Advisory 

Council.  Motion carried unanimously.

6. Old Business - None
7.  Any Other Business that may properly come before the Board
MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Merchant, seconded by K. Skulczyck, to bring onto the agenda for discussion and possible action the recommendation by the DTC to fill a vacancy on the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Motion carried unanimously.

K. Skulczyck noted there is a vacancy on the ZBA.  This is an elected position and it is 
typically filled on the recommendation of the chair of the corresponding political party.  A 
letter was received by the chair of the DTC and they recommended appointing Mr. Savino 
from an alternate position to a regular member position.


MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Merchant, seconded by K. Skulczyck, to appoint Mr. 
Savino from an alternate member of the ZBA to a regular member, upon the 
recommendation of the DTC chair with a term end date of 11/21/2017.  Motion carried 
unanimously.
8. Public Forum 
Katarzyna Bakhshalizadeh - Dawley Rd. – Wanted to know if there were time limits or guidelines the state needs to follow in their search for state owned property.  K. Skulczyck commented there are similar guidelines as there are for buying which the state would have to adhere to.

Ryan Snide – Tatro Rd. – Asked to better explain eliminating the town meeting from the annual budget process.  K. Skulczyck commented there would still be a town meeting as always has been, the difference would be if the budget does not pass a vote, it would go directly back to BOF and back to machine vote.  No meeting would take place in between the defeated budget and the next vote.  This streamlines the process and saves money.

Dave Vieaux – Leha Ave. – Noted the website has a bunch of non-functional links and needs to be looked at.  K. Skulczyck commented a new website is being designed.  D. Vieaux noted his concern for prejudicial action with the PZC and asked for the BOS to oversee them.  K. Skulczyck commented the PZC is an elected board and the BOS cannot tell them what to do and did recommend Mr. Vieaux file an official complaint form.  D. Vieaux noted we need to post updated information to the website to keep our residents informed.
Ali Bakhshalizadeh – Dawley Rd. – Asked about the drop dead date on the proposal for the gun range property.  K. Skulczyck commented that date was last Friday and the state asked for an extension. K. Skulczyck noted he wants to do a pubic press release and noted he has several political allies that are opposing the gun range do to a financial issue.  A. Bakhshalizadeh asked if the town has more ability to enforce some regulations if the property is leased.  K. Skulczyck commented he looked into this and the town still has no more power to control regulations.  The state is basically protected under their umbrella of rights.  A. Bakhshalizadeh also recommended expediting some contract language to enforce the states obligation to look for state owned land. K. Skulczyck commented at this point he is using legislative support and thinks this is the best fiscal option at this time.  Joe Courtney is out in front of this leasing option.  A. Bakhshalizadeh also noted we should be able to pay our taxes online with a credit card through a third party.  K. Skulczyck commented they are accepted in person and this is something that can be explored with the new website.
Dave Vieaux – Leha Ave. – Noted a 99 year lease is not going to impact us but will be too late by the time it effects our grandchildren.  We need to stay on top of this issue.  

Brain Snide – Tatro Rd. – Expressed his concern for cancellation of meetings to be posted to the website as well. K. Skulczyck commented we are moving in the right direction. B. Snide wanted to know if we could get Len Fassano here to advise on how to proceed with the gun range. K. Skulczyck commented that may happen with him as well as some other legislators.

Sharon Viadella – Lester Rd. – S. Viadella asked for a copy.  K. Skulczyck commented she can also email the office for any information.
Katarzyna Bakhshalizadeh - Dawley Rd. – Asked if the gun range would push forward now that it is designated as agricultural land.  K. Skulczyck does not know how that impacts us and may be a better question for a land use attorney.
Norman Sylvestre – Taylor Hill Rd. – Wanted to know if Taylor Hill would be covered.  Since it has been stoned it cause awful humming on the tires and has been that way for some time.  K. Skulczyck noted it is completed and would talk to T. Babbitt.

Ali Bakhshalizadeh – Dawley Rd. – Asked if new information comes in before the next meeting in two weeks, if that information could be shared.  Also, noted there should be some timeline on action the town needs to take in regards to opposing the gun range.  K. Skulczyck noted there is more information that needs to be gathered first.

Brian Snide – Tatro Rd. – Wanted to know how the information that the property is prime farm land affects the proposed gun range.  K. Skulczyck noted he does not know.

9. Adjournment

MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Merchant, seconded by K. Skulczyck, to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:13 PM.  Motion carried unanimously.


Respectfully Submitted,


Lisa M. Wood,


Executive Assistant
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