









BOARD OF WARDEN AND BURGESSES
REGULAR MEETING
AUGUST  1, 2016

The Regular Meeting of Warden and Burgesses held in the Griswold Town Hall, Main Meeting Room, 28 Main Street, Griswold, CT on Monday August 1, 2016 was called to order by Warden John Connelly at 6:15pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

ROLL CALL:
Valerie Pudvah, Clerk read the roll call. Present: Warden John Connelly, Burgesses Timothy Sharkey, Laurie Sorder, Jim Krueger, Laura Laidley and Bailiff Dominic Scavoni were present.  A quorum was determined.

ALSO PRESENT:
Linda Cote Treasurer, Leona Sharkey Tax Collector/Secy, Louis Demicco III JCDPU ,  Ken Sullivan JCDPU, Ken Comfort JCDPU, Larry Laidley, Robert Hanson, and Sidney Luther.  Shea Cavacini arrived at 6:30pm.

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING JULY 5, 2016.
Burgess Sorder made motion to approve the meeting minutes of July 5, 2016 as presented, 2nd by Burgess Krueger.  All in favor, aye.  Motion carries.

PUBLIC FORUM:
Louis Demicco III mentioned that there was a car on Carely Avenue that has been there awhile.  Warden Connelly said that one was towed, and the other vehicle he hasn’t seen.

COMMISSIONER REPORT:
Burgess Sharkey noted that LT. Cooke and Resident Trooper  Cote would not be at the meeting tonight due to a sick child.
Burgess Sorder noted that she has an issue but it is on the agenda.

RESIDENT TROOPER REPORT: 
NONE

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITES:
Ken Sullivan noted that Water Street is on line but it is temporarily wired. It will be used as a back-up station in case the Wilson Street one went down.  The Water Street substation will not be permanent for at least another couple of months maybe longer.
Ken Sullivan also spoke about the vandalism to the building on School Street Friday night.  There were 2 broken windows.  The person was caught and he will be doing 6 hours of hard labor! Lou Demicco III noted that residents have told him that kids are hanging around the transformers at night. Mr. Sullivan is getting concerned and they are considering fencing everything in.  There are also cameras down there and are considering more.
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CORRESPONDENCE:
Letter of hire sent to Costello Company, LLC for FY 2015/2016 audit.

NEW BUSINESS:
Discussion and possible action on bill for furnace repairs for JCFD.

Burgess Sorder spoke with Robert Hanson JCFD regarding the outstanding bill for November 22, 2015 for the furnance service.  Burgess Sorder gave a brief scenario of what happened with the furnace, it was serviced and then there was a breakdown with it. Burgess Sorder suggested that we pay the bill, since the company is getting impatient. The service on the furnace was performed November of last year.  Ken Comfort noted that he spoke with Eric from Tri-Town and he will be down to look at it.
Burgess Sharkey asked who picked this company to work on the furnace. Mr. Hanson stated that he went with the company that the town uses.  He noted that he could not get an answer from anyone regarding who the firehouse used in the past.  After further discussion on what may have happened to the furnace it was decided to pay the bill. Burgess Sharkey questioned if $133.00 an hour was high and it was noted that it is normal.  Burgess Sorder noted that we should pay the bill since it would be prudent for us.  It may be worthwhile to enter into an agreement (contract) with a company for yearly cleanings and for emergency service.  Burgess Sorder said that if we put it out to bid for yearly cleanings and emergency service, would not exclude any one company, if there were an issue, you would just recuse yourself.  Burgess Sorder made motion to pay the bill to NESC in the amount of $1,493.75, 2nd by Burgess Sharkey.  All in favor, aye.  Motion carries.  Burgess Sharkey suggested putting a RFP in the newspaper for a furnace company to perform yearly cleanings, emergency service etc.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS BEFORE THE BOARD:
Bailiff Scavoni spoke about the dam and how kids are hanging around.  People are drinking, there was also a boat tied up there.  The property is owned by DEEP but they say it is not their property.  Last year the firework company put up a fence with the approval of DEEP.  Ken Sullivan noted that there are 2 substations down there. One is CL&P’s that is fenced in but the other one is not and  that has 23,000 volts.  Kids have been swimming down there but haven’t been of late.  Burgess Sorder suggested sharing with the town about fencing problems.
Burgess Sharkey spoke about the parking on Carely Avenue.  Warden Connelly spoke with Todd regarding this issue.  The signs were never put up after the new sidewalks were put in.
Burgess Sharkey spoke with Sidney Luther regarding OT and how Trooper Chittick noted last month that certain OT will be questioned by the troop.  Warden Connelly noted in years past how there was Hurricane Irene, etc . If an emergency comes up he does not want to go thru the haggling with the troop about OT.  Burgess Sorder suggested wording something that lets the trooper have  permission to work in an emergency situation, also example if he is working a case (such as a robbery)to be able to finish up without a problem regarding OT.

PUBLIC FORUM
NONE

Warden Connelly noted that before we go into Executive session he told Burgess Sharkey that he will have to recuse himself with personal matters. Burgess Sharkey understood.  Connelly then said that he spoke with Val, Jim and Laura regarding the Memorandum and where it came from. Burgesses Sorder and Sharkey said that he has asked for it. He then asked when he asked for it?  Questioned if there were any records in the minutes regarding this.  Connelly does not remember asking for it. He apologized if he doesn’t remember asking for it. Burgess Krueger does not remember if he asked for it. Leona Sharkey stated that it was supposed to be ready for the last meeting for executive session and it 
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wasn’t.  He asked why he would ask for it, Burgess Sharkey and Sorder said it was because he wanted to go into executive session, Connelly then said it he wanted to go into executive session with the DPU. Burgess Sorder stated that she asked if it is borough business if it should be in executive session.  Burgess Sorder said that  Leona Sharkey checked with Duncan Forsyth,( Borough Attorney )and he said NO unless you have a memorandum of confidential communication. She said John asked for it. John says it does not say anything about the DPU and going into executive session.  Burgess Sorder said he asked so he could go into executive session.  He thought it was for the JCDPU not for the topic that is in the memorandum. Burgess Sharkey said that he asked if a special meeting should be called and that Warden Connelly said no it can wait until next month.  Burgess Sorder said that there was some type of miscommunication.  Burgess Sorder said the executive session was supposed to be with the selectmen as an early discussion. 
Burgess Sorder moved that we go into Executive Session and to exclude Item # 2 Personnel Matters since the Borough members have already voted for the budget and do not have the authority to change it.  Warden Connelly disagreed.  Discussion followed on what was knocked off the budget. Warden Connelly 2nd the motion.  
Burgess Sorder redid the motion to go into Executive Session for Item #1 and #3 and to exclude Item #2. Burgess Sharkey 2nd the motion.  All in favor, aye.  Motion carries.

The Board went into Executive Session at 7:05pm.  They invited Sidney Luther of Agnello Investigation to enter into Executive Session for Item #1.
Burgess Sorder excused herself during the session.
The Board came out of Executive Session for Item #1 at 8:00pm.

The Board invited Ken Sullivan JCDPU, Louis Demicco III JCDPU and Ken Comfort JCDPU, into Executive Session for Item #3 at 8:02pm.
The Board came out of Executive Session at 8:34pm.
Burgess Laidley made motion 2nd by Burgess Krueger to reject the idea of forming a committee to examine the TOWN and the BOROUGH consolidation.
Burgess Laidley made motion 2nd by Burgess Krueger that if the Borough agrees need a motion to clearly state that the Jewett City Department of Public Utilities is not for sale.
Both motions passed unanimously by the board.

Meeting duly adjourned at 8:35pm.



Respectfully submitted by,



Valerie Pudvah Clerk


