TOWN OF GRISWOLD
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
JANUARY 20, 2015

The Special Town Meeting held, at the Griswold High School Auditorium, 267 Slater Avenue, Griswold, CT, on
January 20, 2015 at 6:30pm was called to order by First Selectman, Kevin Skulczyck. Also present, Selectmen
Steven Mikutel & Philip Anthony, Registrar of Voters, Cathlene Briody & George Kennedy and approximately
125 interested townspeople.

Nomination for Moderator:
Steven Merchant Sr. nominated Leona Sharkey for moderator, 2" by Todd Babbitt. All in favor, aye. No
opposed. Motion carries.
VOTE UNANIMOUS
LEONA SHARKEY DULY APPOINTED MODERATOR

WARNING was read by Valerie Pudvah, Town Clerk.

SHALL THE TOWN OF GRISWOLD ACT ON ESTABLISHING A CONTRACT WITH AMERICAN AMBULANCE
SERVICE INC. TO PROVIDE SERVICES AS OUTLINED IN THEIR PROPOSAL SUBMITTED NOVEMBER 17, 2014.

Moderator Sharkey noted that there will be only questions answered regarding the call of the meeting.
Moderator Sharkey opened the meeting. Ed Berdick, Voluntown Road, noted a Point of Order: Is the warning
technically correct since the proposal has 4 proposals in it? Moderator Sharkey explained that it is in the
packet that was handed to everyone tonight. Mr. Berdick still wanted to know which proposal we are
discussing since there are four in the pamphlet.

Brian Baker said in order to move forward there needs to be a motion on the floor, Mr. Baker made a motion
for the Town of Griswold to enter into a contract with American Ambulance with proposal submitted
November 17, 2014, 2" by Steve Merchant Sr. Motion has been made and 2" Allin favor, aye. Mr. Berdick
asked for discussion, he noted that there are 4 proposals in the packet, which one or all four are we supposed
to be acting on. Wanted the residents be warned what they are voting on and make an informed decision
when they vote.

Judy Merrill, Edmond Road, noted that the motion that was made, was authorizing the” Town enter into a
contract with American Ambulance”, the call of the meeting is to act in establishing a contract, which would
mean that the Board of Selectmen would begin negotiating a contract. She questioned if there would then be
a vote on the contract. Mrs. Merrill suggested that Mr. Baker withdraw the motion and resubmit according to
the call. First Selectman Skulczyck answered that a final draft was received today, everything is open and
transparent. The moderator called Mr. Baker up to “amend “his motion. Mr. Baker amended his motion to
say, to empower the Board of Selectmen to act on establishing a contract with American Ambulance Service
Inc., 2" by Judy Merrill.

Selectmen Mikutel has regret that he just received this contract when he came into this meeting tonight. His
policy is not to act unless he has the chance to go over everything, and will not be voting on this tonight. He
had planned on voting in support for this contract tonight but probably will not and that is with regret. Also,
the call of the meeting is as it is, and cannot be changed. Moderator Sharkey noted that the call was not
changed.
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Selectman Anthony concurred with Selectman Mikutel, that he just saw the contract at this meeting, and he
will not vote tonight but would have voted in favor.

Daniel Webster noted a Point of Order: There is a motion on the floor and there is a second on the
amendment, should be opened up for discussion.

Moderator Sharkey proceeded to go forward and approve the amendment that Mr. Baker made, all in favor,
ayes. 3 nays. Mr. Webster made motion to open for discussion, 2" by Ms. Spicer. All in favor, aye. Motion
carries.

Mr. Webster noted that the selectmen knew this meeting was coming as of January 15, 2015, how come they
are just seeing it tonight if we are referencing a proposal from November 17, 2014? Mr. Mikutel said he read
what was given to him at the Selectmen’s and Town Clerk’s office, and does not know if this contract that was
just handed to him, matches up with the contract he read previously. First Selectman, Kevin Skulczyck , noted
this dialog has been going on for several months; this is a review copy, not a new copy, bottom line we should
be acting on what has been motioned forward in the past. We are here to establish a contract for the town
and to get the town moving forward. Mr. Berdick, Point of Order: The new contract was not available at the
Town Clerk’s office. Moderator Sharkey noted that they were available and that is what we are acting on.

Mr. Berdick believes that it is a defective warning.

Norman Higgins, Pleasant View St., wants to move the question to a vote, would like American Ambulance to
present to us what they have.

Mr. Flowers, Rixtown Road, questioned who will cover if we have no contract. Kevin noted that there will not
be a lapse in service. American Ambulance would cover any interim service for the town.

Peter Dorff, Crary Road, asked if there would be another vote, if we enter into a contract. Town Attorney,
Elizabeth Heins, stated, per ordinance 5.2A, this vote would allow the town to enter into a contract if voted
yes.

John Lee asked if there were any other bids for this. There were only 2 bids one from Griswold Ambulance
and the other was American Ambulance.

Patrice Spicer, Spring Road, wanted to know if it were a 10 or 20 year contract? Selectman Skulczyck noted
that it would be a 10 year contract.

Discussion followed on which proposal was being voted on.

Selectman Skulczyck noted that it would be the 8.2b, one BLS Ambulance with backup service. American
Ambulance President, Mr. Michael Aliano, and Vice-President, Gregg Allard were on hand to answer
questions.

Further discussion and questions followed regarding insurance, who set the rates, etc. There was also
discussion on when and where a building may be built to house the ambulances; in the meantime the
firehouses have volunteered to house the ambulance.

Larry Roach, Holly Drive, questioned when the contract would go into effect if approved tonight? First
Selectman Skulczyck said that it would go to the attorney’s office for a final review, then we would apply to
the State for a PSA, once we apply there should be a 45 day turn-a-round. The state will look at this very
carefully because of the new law in effect. Mr. Roach also, wanted to know that if this goes thru there would
not be anything in the budget for the length of this contract. That is correct. Marjorie Lang made motion to
close this discussion!

Mr. Webster, Point of Order: noted that he believes we already made motion to close. Mr. Baker noted that it
was opened up for discussion, Town Attorney, voting was to discuss, the motion is still open. Moderator asked
for a motion to close discussion, Cheryl Snurkowski, made motion to close the discussion, 2" by Gary Levy. All
in favor, aye. Motion carries.

Special Town Meeting
1/20/2015
Page 2



Moderator asked at this time to put the question on the floor. The question was read again by Moderator
Sharkey.

SHALL THE TOWN OF GRISWOLD ACT ON ESTABLISHING A CONTRACT WITH AMERICAN AMBULANCE
SERVICE INC. TO PROVIDE SERVICES AS OUTLINED IN THEIR PROPOSAL SUBMITTED NOVEMBER 17, 2014.

Steve Merchant Sr., motion to vote on the question, 2" by Stanley Stradczuk. All in favor, aye. Motion
carries. Moderator Sharkey asked for a vote; the motion carries with 3 opposed and 5 abstentions.
Motion to adjourn, made by Richard Grabowski, 2" by Philip Flowers. Meeting duly adjourned at 8:00pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Valerie Pudvah, Town Clerk
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