
 
 

Town of Griswold 
Board of Selectmen 

Regular Meeting 
January 22, 2013 

6:30 PM 
Downstairs Meeting Room 
28 Main Street, Jewett City 

 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call – Meeting was called to order at 6:38 PM by Philip E. Anthony, 
First Selectman 

 
 Members Present:  Philip E. Anthony, First Selectman 
 Steven Mikutel, Second Selectman 
 Donald Hill, Third Selectman 
 
 Others Present:  Lisa M. Wood, Executive Assistant 
 Todd Babbitt, Road Superintendent 
 Carol Seaman, Registrar of Voters 
 Paul Brycki, Housing Authority Director 
 7 other interested citizens 
 

 
2. Approval of Minutes 

 
a. December 10, 2012 - Special Meeting Minutes  
 
 MOTION:   Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony, to accept the 
 December 10, 2012 Special Meeting Minutes as submitted.  Motion carried.  S. 
 Mikutel abstained. 
 
b. January 3, 2013 – Special Meeting Minutes 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by P. Anthony, to accept the 
 January 3, 2013 Special Meeting Minutes as submitted.  Motion carried.  D. Hill 
 abstained. 
 

3. Correspondence  - None 
 

4. New Business 
 
a. Discussion and possible action on tax refunds as presented by Rich Grabowski, 
 Tax Collector – S. Mikutel mentioned to make sure the Tax Collector has the 
 taxpayer print their name as indicated, as well as sign. 
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 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to approve the tax 
 refunds as presented by the tax collector.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
b. Discussion and possible action on Voters Emergency Plan as presented by the 
 Registrars of Voters - C. Seaman presented the Board members with a plan of what 
 would happen if an emergency situation arose which would disrupt the voting 
 process.    The plan presented is very similar to that recommended by the state, just 
 made specific to our town.  C. Seaman commented the plan has been reviewed by the 
 Town Clerk, the Fire Marshal and the Assistant Fire Marshal. She commented the 
 plan needs to be presented and accepted to the Board of  Selectmen and approved by 
 the proper authority, so that it may be submitted to the Secretary of State by April 1, 
 2013.  The Board agreed to review the plan and would consult with Carol if there are 
 any questions. 
 
c. Discussion and possible action on selecting available dates for interviewing of 
 candidates for part time planner position – The date of February 4, 2013 at 4 PM 
 was selected to interview candidates for the position of part-time planner. 
 
d. Discussion and possible action on request by Lawrence Laidley for  
 re-appointment as a member of the Inland Wetlands & Watercourses 
 Conservation Commission for a four year term of 1/1/2013 – 12/31/2016 – P. 
 Anthony commented he is aware that Mr. Laidley has been actively participating as a 
 member of the commission and has contributed valuable input.  S. Mikutel also 
 spoke in favor of re-appointment. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to reappoint 
 Lawrence Laidley as a member of the Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Conservation 
 Commission for a four year term of 1/1/2013 – 12/31/2016.  Motion carried 
 unanimously. 
 
e. Discussion and possible action on appointment of Kevin Skulczyck as a member 
 of the Griswold Public Health & Safety Committee to fill the unexpired portion 
 of a term ending 6/30/2014 – P. Anthony commented he knows Mr. Skulczyck has 
 been very active around town with the youth activity of Sheldon Road, etc... and has 
 done diligence on the other committees he is on.  D. Hill also noted his support for 
 Mr. Skulczyck and cited his background in law enforcement as a benefit. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to appoint Kevin 
 Skulczyck as a member of the Griswold Public Health & Safety Committee to fill the 
 unexpired portion of a term ending 6/30/2014.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
f. Discussion and possible action on selection of meeting dates for review of 
 2013/2014 departmental budgets – A meeting date of January 31st was selected to 
 begin departmental budget review for 2013/2014, with allowance of 20 minutes per 
 department with five departments on this date. 
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g. Discussion and possible action on passing of resolution establishing the Town’s 
 acceptance of the Hazard Mitigation Plan Update as provided by the  
 Southeastern Connecticut Council of Governments – S. Mikutel just wanted to 
 confirm that this will not obligate the Town in any manner.  P. Anthony confirmed 
 the Town can only gain and makes the Town eligible for funding.  D. Hill 
 commented he had no concerns. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to pass the 
 resolution establishing the Town’s acceptance of the Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 
 as provided by the Southeastern Connecticut Council of Governments.  
 
h. Executive Session – Discussion on potential resolution regarding Sweet case  
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill to enter into 
 executive session at 6:55 PM to discuss potential resolution regarding the Sweet case.  
 Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to adjourn the 
 executive session at 7:05 PM.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
i. Discussion and possible action on potential resolution regarding Sweet case 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, that the 
 Selectmen, as a resolution in regards to the John Sweet v. Town of Griswold, accept 
 the proposed stipulation to judgment.  Motion carried unanimously. 

  
5. Old Business - None 
 
6. Any Other Business that may properly come before the Board 
 
 a. MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to bring onto the 
  agenda for discussion the possible action of authorizing the First Selectman to hire an 
  interim part-time planner through the Southeast Connecticut Council of   
  Governments.  Motion carried unanimously 
 
  P. Anthony commented he has spoke with several commission members who have 
  expressed their concern that they need to have professional staff guidance and it is in 
  the Town’s best interest to have an interim Planner.  He has already spoken to  
  SCCOG about this with the understanding that it is very temporary. S. Mikutel  
  commented he is in agreement with the need for an interim Planner and would highly 
  recommend Tom Seidel as he has familiarity with the Town.  D. Hill noted he has no 
  opposition to the hiring of an interim Planner. 
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to authorize the 
  First Selectman to hire an interim contact Planner through the Southeast Connecticut 
  Council of Government on a temporary basis until the Town hires its own Planner.  
  Motion carried unanimously. 
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 b. MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to bring onto the 
  agenda for discussion and possible action, on forming a public works capital  
  improvement fund with reimbursement funds from FEMA.  Motion carried  
  unanimously. 
 
  T. Babbitt, Road Superintendent, commented reimbursement funds from FEMS  
  generally go back into the account which is reimbursed, such as wages, supplies,  
  etc….  The reimbursement for use of the equipment, which is usually the largest  
  amount, generally goes back into the general fund, while our equipment we are  
  primarily using for these events, and continues to get worn out.  We have no funds 
  established to replace that equipment such as the backhoe.  The Finance Director  
  commented he finds no reason why the money could not be designated for  
  replacement of the equipment.  S. Mikutel commented the funds would only be  
  placed in such account through reimbursement from FEMA.  D. Hill commented  
  they do this in Stonington.   
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, that the Board of 
  Selectmen approve establishing a public works capital fund using FEMA   
  reimbursement money and forward this request to the Board of Finance for approval.  
  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
7. Public Forum 
 
 Stacie Stadnicki – S. Stadnicki wanted to know if Larry Laidley was reappointed for 
 Wetlands.  P. Anthony confirmed he was. 
  
 Paul Brycki – P. Brycki spoke on behalf of the Housing Authority and requested to roll over 
 this year’s line item of $100,000 to next year.  P. Brycki commented he will go before the 
 Board of Finance with the request.  If granted the money would be used as a match for plans.  
 S. Mikutel commented that since the Town owns the additional property and has $100,000 
 to match puts them in a good position to get the assistance from the state as housing is a 
 priority.  P. Anthony confirmed, that if the money is not used in conjunction with the state, 
 then the money would return to the general fund.  P. Brycki then commented on the 
 Community Block Grant Program and his desire to apply on behalf of the Housing 
 Authority.  He would like to propose renovating McCluggage Manor as they did Ashland.  
 He did not both the Town and Borough can apply for CBG at the same time and he did 
 mention that town roads are also an important issue in town.  The maximum amount of the 
 grant and the due date for application should be announced soon.  P. Brycki commented he 
 would be willing to work on the grant process along with the help of someone else from the 
 town, to prepare the necessary documentation for the grant.  P. Anthony commented he has 
 spoke to several people involved with the CBG process and they confirmed housing is a 
 priority but roads do also qualify if they fall within the criteria.  It was noted the town has a 
 good chance if our project for roads is shovel ready and the fact that we have a Main Street 
 project in the process now.  P. Anthony commented he will be attending a special meeting 
 for CBG on January 31st and then will move forward from there.  P. Brycki then put a 
 request in for $75/$25 per hour for his time for litigation revolving the Brewster Road case.  
 P. Brycki confirmed he was subpoenaed and noted all the time he put in with the attorney  
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 representing the town, in order to bring him up to speed.  He confirmed he was paid for his 
 mileage.  P. Anthony commented he checked with the Finance Director and there is no 
 precedent in paying someone for these services.  P. Anthony then checked with the Town 
 Attorney, noted the perception is that you are paying someone for testimony, but would be 
 hard pressed to find that it broke any law. P. Anthony stated that basically we are not 
 breaking any law if we agree to pay Mr. Brycki, but we may be setting a precedent.  The 
 Board of Selectmen agreed to take it under consideration. 
   
 Marcel Langlois – M. Langlois wanted to know if the appointment to the Public Health & 
 Safety Committee took place.  P. Anthony confirmed it did.  M. Langlois also noted the 
 Public Health & Safety Commission received one complaint about the ambulance and was 
 told that the First Selectman received a complaint also.  P. Anthony confirmed he did. 
 
 Norm Higgins -  N. Higgins suggested the Safety Committee come forward once  a quarter 
 to the Board of Selectmen and present the safety issues they have been working on, in an 
 effort to show that the Public Health & Safety Committee is proactive in what they are trying 
 to do.  Some of the issues may be the lack of handicapped parking and the status of the 
 sidewalks in town, as well as the parking tickets that were issued to church goers recently.  
 He also noted how the Public Works department is frequently at meetings with updates and 
 commented on what a good job the Public Works has done with the storms.  P. Anthony 
 addressed Mr. Langlois, Chairman of the Public Health & Safety Committee, and suggested 
 he bring that to the committee to see what their desire is. 
 
 Ransom Young – Noted the town should ensure Mr. Brycki of his requested payment and 
 questioned if the Town’s insurance might pay for it.  He also asked if school employees were 
 mandated to receive the flu shot.  P. Anthony responded they were not. 
 
 Joe Foye – J. Foye wanted to know if the resolution acted on tonight, was now public 
 record.  P. Anthony commented it is. 
 
 Joel Francoeur – J. Francoeur noted the Planning & Zoning Commission approved an 
 application from Richard and Thomas Geer for an text amendment to the zoning regulations 
 to add wedding facilities, banquet facilities, barbeque, cross country skiing, nuptial showers 
 etc…  This takes away from the other places in towns that offer similar services and have to 
 pay taxes on their property.  Atty. Branse was at the meeting on behalf of the Town and it 
 was as if he was working for the Geer’s.  Also, the applicant’s sister, who is a member of the 
 Planning & Zoning Commission, abstained but continued to sit at the table and did not 
 recluse herself.  J. Francoeur stated they approved the amendment as a similar use to 
 farming.  It also stated in the approval possibilities for the future uses.  J. Francoeur also 
 noted there was work done to the property to accommodate the changes, before the approval 
 was given.    He suggested the Planning & Zoning Commission look at the request closely 
 before approving it.  P. Anthony noted he would not comment without first reading the 
 minutes of the meeting.  However, informed Mr. Francoeur, he has every right as a resident 
 to file a complaint. 
 
 Kevin Skulczyck – K. Skulczyck expressed his concern for the need for a Town Planner.  
 He noted the Town has lost a lot since the Planner position has been made part-time and   
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 noted that perhaps this is why issues have occurred, such as that noted previously by Mr. 
 Francoeur.  K. Skulczyck also appealed to the Board to get someone that also has an 
 economic development background.  He also stated he would like to see the position 
 reinstated to full-time.  P. Anthony commented the Board of Selectmen did not reduce the 
 hours of the Planner.  The position was actually eliminated by the Board of Finance and P. 
 Anthony had to plea for the re-instatement of at least part-time. 
 
 Stacie Stadnicki  - S. Stadnicki wanted to know who was responsible for running the Storm 
 Water Management.  P. Anthony commented the interim would be handling it.  S. Stadnicki 
 also suggested that if there is a feeling the Board of Finance is again going to cut the Planner 
 hours as requested by the Board of Selectmen, that the planning secretary be made aware of 
 it and have her contact the commission members so they may come out and support the 
 Planner position. 
  
 Joel Francoeur – J. Francoeur noted the assessor was waiting for comment from Carl, who 
 said he gave the information to  the town attorney, as to the taxing of his two lots as one.  He 
 is wondering as to what the status of that is.  P. Anthony commented he would contact Atty. 
 Branse.  J. Francoeur also noted the Assessor really needs some help.  It took him three 
 seconds to help a member of the CIP committee last week, because the Assessor did not 
 have time.  
 
8. Adjournment 
  
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to adjourn the meeting at 
 7:39 PM. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
 Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 Lisa M. Wood, 
 Executive Assistant 


