
 
Town of Griswold 

Board of Selectmen 
Special Meeting 

February 14, 2013 
3:30 PM 

Downstairs Meeting Room 
28 Main Street, Jewett City 

 
APPROVED MINUTES 

 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call – Meeting was called to order at 3:35 PM by First Selectman, 

Philip E. Anthony 
 
Members Present:   Philip E. Anthony, First Selectman 
Steven Mikutel, Second Selectman  
Donald Hill, Third Selectman 
 
Others Present: Erik Christensen, Finance Director 
 

2. Discussion and possible action on 2013/2014 departmental budgets 
 
3301 – Building – It was discussed bringing the requested $4000 for contractual services to 
$2500 since that account has not been being expended.  All selectmen agreed.   
 
6101 - Planning – The previous planner, Carl Fontneau, had already prepared the 
department budget.  Mario Tristany, Town Planner, commented he has looked at the budget.  
He noted we can decrease the line item for 5202H from $500 to $100.  It was also noted that 
the medical insurance may cost less.   It has been budgeted for a family rather than two 
people.  Longevity of $750 is for the secretary.  Mario mentioned that maybe fees for ads 
required in conjunction with the application process should be included with the application 
fee.  It was suggested to find out if other towns are charging for advertising in that way.  The 
Board agreed to bring the advertising line for P&Z, 5204D, down to $5000 and keep line 
5204F for wetlands flat at $4000. 
 
4103 Contributions - Children’s First – Joy, a representative, spoke requesting $25,000 
due to the fact that the funds requested would be matched up to $25,000 by a memorial fund.  
The fund they have been operating under, which is through TVCCA, is coming to an end.  
Budget stipend requested would be for a program coordinator and printing for the program.  
The program is basically for pre-school children but covers ages 0 – 8.   The Board of 
Selectmen stated that the final decision on funding is from the Board of Finance and 
suggested that an alternate plan be available for the program.  It was also suggested making a 
request to the Board of Education for funding.  The Board of Selectmen decided to not make 
any recommendation on this request at this time. 
 
4103 Contributions – Women’s Center of Southeastern CT, Safe Futures – Amanda 
Brown spoke on behalf of Safe Futures.  She explained the name change and the services 
provided.  It was noted the amount being requested is based on the services provided and 
utilized by Griswold.  The Board of Selectmen decided to not make any recommendation on 
this request at this time. 
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• The Board resumed at 5:20 PM after a 10 minutes break. 

 
 
 The Board agreed to put the request for Safe Futures in at $1000. 
 

4103 Contributions – Contributions were summarized by Erik Christensen, Finance 
Director. Slater Library, 5602, request of $82,000 was discussed. It was mentioned their 
entire budget is just over $128,000 and the amount being requested is two thirds their entire 
budget.   It was suggested trying to wean the amount funded to them down and the Board 
approved the line item for $62,000.  There was discussion about SE CT Enterprise Region 
being moved to the Selectmen’s budget instead of contributions and what services do we 
actually get from them.  E. Christensen commented it is based on 35 cents per capita.  It was 
asked that E. Christensen have information on the services provided for the next meeting.  
Local Veterans Council requested $2500, it was agreed to honor the request. Legion baseball 
was kept at $1200 instead of the requested $1400.  Snowflake festival request was for $1000 
but was honored at $600, increased from $400.  UCFS request for $134,517 was not honored 
but was increased to $2500 from the $1000 given last year. 
 
1101 Board of Finance -  Increase of salaries based on projected 2.5%.  Longevity  
increased due to Assistant Bookkeeper.  Meetings increased due to participation on Board of 
Directors for the insurance collaborative.  Other minor decreases were presented. 
 
1201 Selectmens Budget – Payroll increase is contractual and longevity is for First 
Selectman.  Contractual temp was knocked down to $500 from $1000.  Selectmen salaries 
were changed from a standard increase of $1500 to the 2.5% seen with other employees, to 
be noted in note section first increase in six years.  Travel should be noted as mileage 
reimbursement for actual mileage only.   Second and Third Selectman meetings were cut 
from $300 to $200.  The Selectman meeting was cut from $1500 to $1200.  School Building 
Committee, Health/Safety Committee and Town Historian were all cut to $10 each to allow 
the line item to remain in case future funding is needed. 
 
1301 Treasurer –Raise request of 2.5% as proposed for others, no previous increases.  
Board of Selectmen made no changes. 
 
1303 Assessor – Raise based on proposed 2.5% and other increases suggested were due to 
request of full-time assistant assessor.  Board of Selectmen made no changes.  The Board 
expressed their concern for making the BOF aware of their stand on the full-time position of 
assistant assessor with the idea that the current assessor plans to retire in the near future. The 
Board made no changes to proposals. 
 
1401 Elections and Registrations – There were minor increases and decreases.  The Board 
made no changes to proposals. 
 
1701 Legal – No changes were proposed to this department, the Board made no changes. 
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1802 Maintenance of Pachaug Town Hall – Minor changes were proposed but bottom line 
stays the same.  Board made no changes to proposals. 
 
2201 Emergency Services – Contractual temp, line 5120 has a proposed increase of $4000.  
It was noted to make sure the time sheets handed in are specific as to where they have been 
and what they are working on.  E. Christensen also commented they should be treated as 
payroll and not accounts payable and that FICA is now figured in.  Bundle billing, 5529 was 
proposed at $45,000, the Board approved $36,000.  Ambulance, 5513 was proposed at 
$90,000, the Board approved $70,000.  Board made no other changes. 
 
2401Animal Control – Only minor changes were proposed.  The Board made a request that 
mileage request be done on a monthly basis.  Board made no changes to proposals. 
 
4201 Health Department – Board made no changes to proposed budget.  It was suggested 
changing Health Department to Uncas Health Service. 
 
4202 Public Health Nursing - Proposed budget showed a cut in 5625, nursing from $15,000 
to $7,500.  This was cut down due to a lot of duplicate services that were being provided 
throughout the town.  Board made no changes to proposals. 
 
7101 Emergency and Contingency – There were no proposed changes to this account.  S. 
Mikutel commented, however, the Board of Finance has approved up to $20,000 for locks 
from that account which is not shown yet.  The Board made no changes to the proposals.   
 
7201 Fringe Benefits – Proposed minor decreases.  The Board made no changes to 
proposals. 
 
8101 Debt Retirement – Minor changes.  The Board made no changes to proposals. 
 
8501 Capital Expenditures – Proposals shown indicate what the Capital Improvement 
Committee has suggested.   It was proposed GMS Network Switches for $46,000. The Board 
decided to cut that item in its entirety.  General Road and Bridge Projects were proposed at 
$500,000 the Board increased this to $600,000. There were no other changes to proposals. 
 

3. Discussion and possible action on authorization for the First Selectman to apply for a 
 Small Cities Block Grant for roads and sidewalks and to proceed with an RFP for 
 consultant services as required by the grant process – Mario Tristany Jr., Town Planner, 
 commented that he feels that he can initiate the grant process and see it through and does not 
 feel a consultant service is required.  P. Anthony commented for S. Mikutel, although 
 anything for the seniors is always considered a priority, since we our shovel ready for our 
 infrastructure project, we are considered competitive. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to authorize the First 
 Selectman to apply for a Small Cities Block Grant for roads and sidewalks and to proceed 
 with an RFP for consultant services only if required, otherwise we will proceed with 
 applying for the grant through the office of the Town Planner.  Motion carried 
 unanimously. 
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4. Adjournment 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to adjourn the meeting at 
 6:07 PM.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Lisa M. Wood, 
Executive Assistant 


