
 
 

Town of Griswold 
Board of Selectmen 

Regular Meeting 
March 12, 2013 

6:30 PM 
Downstairs Meeting Room 
28 Main Street, Jewett City 

 
 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call – Meeting was called to order at 6:33 PM by Philip E. Anthony, 
First Selectman 

 
 Members Present:  Philip E. Anthony, First Selectman 
 Steven Mikutel, Second Selectman 
 Donald Hill, Third Selectman 
 
 Others Present:  Lisa M. Wood, Executive Assistant 
 Mario Tristany Jr., Town Planner 
 Ken Sullivan, Director of Utilities, JCDPU 
 15 other interested citizens 
 1 member of the press 

 
2. Approval of Minutes 

 
a. March 7, 2013 - Special Meeting Minutes  
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to approve the 
 Special Meeting Minutes of March 7, 2013 as submitted.  Motion carried 
 unanimously. 
 

3. Correspondence  - None 
 

4. New Business 
 
a. Discussion and possible action on tax refunds as presented by Rich Grabowski, 
 Tax Collector – None 
 
b. Update and clarification by Ken Sullivan on the position of the JCDPU 
 concerning an agreement with the Town of Griswold for sewer use for potential 
 businesses – Ken Sullivan, Director of Utilities passed out a timetable of the   
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 happenings that have occurred in trying to reach an agreement for donation of sewer 
 use.  He noted the JCDPU is doing a feasibility study to determine if it is a benefit to 
 the town to look into such agreement and if so, how much.  He noted there is no 
 MOU and should not be an MOU until a feasibility study is done.  The number being 
 tossed about was 100,000 gallons.  The JCDPU and its board have a fiduciary 
 responsibility to its rate payers and do not want to make a snap decision and have  
 to raise rates two years later.  D. Hill asked how long a feasibility study would take 
 and commented any reduction in tie-in fees would help.  K. Sullivan commented that 
 the tie-in fees of JC sewer are very reasonable, it was $136,000 for the hotel and not 
 $300,000.   DEP would consider those tie-in fees to be reasonable. P. Anthony asked 
 if the questions that the JCDPU had have been answered at this point.  K. Sullivan 
 commented the previous questions, have been answered, but there may be more 
 questions that arise. Fees are also not figured on a flat number, there is a formula 
 used based on the amount of flow needed.  He also noted that the plant needs to be 
 considered and they don’t want to jeopardize the operation of the plant.  D. Hill 
 expressed his concern about business not wanting to pay the tie-in fee and going to 
 other towns.  K. Sullivan commented they do pay comparable fees to the other towns 
 they are going to.  M. Tristany Jr. commented on the understanding that the town 
 worked to acquire previous grants to make improvements to the treatment facility 
 and the idea that the town should have some benefit from that to help entice 
 developers. M. Tristany Jr. also commented the facility is way under capacity at this 
 point.  K. Sullivan agreed with the fact that the facility is under capacity but it does 
 not have anything to do with the way the facility operates.  P. Anthony commented 
 that all parties are working in good faith, to come to some kind of agreement that 
 would help the town draw business. K. Sullivan noted the study should be done 
 approximately in well less than a year. J. Connelly, Borough Warden, asked for M. 
 Tristany Jr. to  verify the suggested amount of grant money secured by the town.  M. 
 Tristany Jr. noted he has the figures and offered them to Mr. Connelly.  P. Anthony 
 asked Mr. Demico, member of the GWPCA Board of Directors, if he felt the JCDPU 
 and everyone else is working in good faith to resolve the issue.  Mr. Demico agreed 
 everyone is working in good faith and it is just a matter of completing the process. 
 
c. Discussion and possible action on waiving permit fees associated with installing 
 electrical service to 211 Sheldon Road (main building/concession stand) at 
 Pasquale and Maria Camputaro Memorial Field owned by the Town  
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, that the Board of 
 Selectmen waive permit fees associated with installation of electrical service at 211 
 Sheldon Road.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
d. Discussion and possible action on re-appointment of Glen Norman as a member 
 of the Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Conservation Commission for a term of 
 1/1/2013 to 12/31/2016 
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 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to re-appoint 
 Glen Norman as a member of the Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Conservation 
 Commission for a term of 1/1/2013 to 12/31/2016.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

5. Old Business 
 

a. Discussion and possible action on creating a Sick Time Drive – P. Anthony 
 commented the town labor attorney just supplied us with her directive today.  D. Hill 
 commented he agrees with the town labor attorney and suggested that T. Babbitt and 
 the town attorney get together with the First Selectman to put this in place. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to table this item 
 until the next regular meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
6. Any Other Business that may properly come before the Board 
 

  MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, by the request of 
  the Town Planner to add the item of Public Act 12-182 Bonding onto the agenda.   
  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
  M. Tristany Jr. commented the proposed amendments to the town ordinance are  
  required pursuant to Public Act 12-182 that was passed six to eight months ago by 
  the state.  He gave a brief review of the proposed changes to the town ordinance. It 
  was agreed by the BOS to set a town meeting date to amend the ordinance.  
 
  MOTION: Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to set a town  
  meeting on the 26th of March, 2013 before the next Board of Selectmen meeting for 
  the proposed changes to the ordinance involving bonding for streets as required  
  pursuant to Public Act 12-182. 
 
  It was mentioned the Recreation Commission is seeking an addition of alternates to 
  their commission which is established by ordinance and would also require a town 
  meeting. 
 
  S. Mikutel withdrew his previous motion. 
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to call a town  
  meeting to amend the ordinance regarding the recreation commission to include the 
  addition of alternates as per the request of the recreation director, and will   
  immediately follow the town meeting on March 26th, 2013 to institute the necessary 
  changes to the town ordinance, Chapter 202, involving streets and bonding as  
  pursuant to Public Act 12-182.  Motion carried unanimously. 
   
  MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to add to the  
  agenda the item of the flower boxes for Main Street.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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 S. Mikutel expressed his concern for letting property owners know this year, again, if  
 they agree to have a box placed in front of their business that they need to maintain  
 it.  Also, who is going to put the flowers in the box?  P. Anthony, commented last   
 year, he did go door to door and property owners did sign an agreement and were   
 good about maintaining the flowers.  Last year the flowers were purchases with funds  
 from the grant money. 
 

7. Public Forum 
 
 Alan Geer – A. Geer cautioned about both the Board of Selectmen and the Board of 
 Burgesses caution against allowing accusations being made about people who are not 
 present at such meeting. He also suggested asking the property owners who agree to plant 
 the flower boxes to purchase the flowers for the box, and then they may be more inclined to 
 maintain them. 
 
 Kevin Skulczyck – K. Skulczyck commented he would like to see the flowers in the boxes 
 be uniform.  He also noted that EDC has been working with some vendors, through the 
 recreation commission, to donate some stuff and the possibility of youth helping with the 
 flowers through the recreation center as part of earth day.  K. Skulczyck asked if we could 
 get an accurate figure of what the town has put into the improvements for the sewer plant. 
 
 David Vieaux – D. Vieaux commented the P&Z Commission, at a recent meeting, allowed 
 the wood processing being done by his neighbor.  He asked if the town could make it so his 
 neighbor has to process his wood at the furthest point of his property to attempt to lessen the 
 noise.  He also commented he has not been able to reach the chairperson of the Ethics 
 Commission.  He has notified her, he can only be reached at night and she calls during the 
 day at his home instead of calling his work number.  D. Hill noted he can also contact the 
 state ethics commission if he so wishes. 
 
 Leo Bordeleau – L. Bordeleau questioned if the town purchased the flower boxes for Main 
 Street and if so, they look like they could use a coat of clear. 
 
 Joseph Foye – J. Foye suggested the complaint for the Ethics Commission be filled out in 
 writing on a form that can be obtained at town hall and make a copy of it to keep for 
 yourself. 
 
 Norm Higgins – N. Higgins suggested having a complete list of flowers needed for the 
 boxes and perhaps having people sign up for what flowers they can supply.  He also 
 commented on the positive effort by the First Selectman on bringing everyone together to 
 discuss the situation of possibly acquiring gallons from the sewer authority.  N. Higgins also 
 commented he did not hear anyone mention that Lisbon has purchased 200,000 gallons by 
 contract and is using maybe only 25,000, and perhaps the sewer authority is watching out for 
 the possibility of Lisbon using more of those contracted gallons.  He also suggested maybe 
 acquiring a bond to get those gallons needed to pass out to prospective businesses. 
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 David Vieaux – D. Vieaux asked if acquiring extra gallons from the sewer plant would 
 impact the possibility of the plant overflowing during any future hurricanes.  
 
 

8. Adjournment 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to adjourn the meeting at 
 7:32 PM.  Motion carried unanimously. 
  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Lisa M. Wood, 
Executive Assistant 


