
 
Town of Griswold 

Board of Selectmen 
Regular Meeting 
March 26, 2013 

6:30 PM 
Downstairs Meeting Room 
28 Main Street, Jewett City 

 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call – Meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Philip E. Anthony, First 
Selectman 
 
Members Present: Philip E. Anthony, First Selectman 
Steve Mikutel, Second Selectman 
Donald Hill, Third Selectman 
 
Others Present: Lisa M. Wood, Executive Assistant 
Mario Tristany Jr., Town Planner 
Tina Falck-Babbitt, Sr. Center Director 
Atty. Stu Norman, School Building Committee member 
11 other interested citizens 
1 member of the press 
 

2. Approval of Minutes 
 
a. March 12, 2013 - Regular Meeting Minutes  
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to approve the 
 regular meeting minutes of March 12, 2013 as submitted.  Motion carried 
 unanimously. 
 

3. Correspondence   
 

4. New Business 
 
a. Discussion and possible action on tax refunds as presented by Rich Grabowski, 
 Tax Collector 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to approve the tax refunds 
 as presented by the tax collector.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
b. Discussion and possible action on approval of final logo for Main Street – P. Anthony 
 commented this is the logo that would be associated with our Main Street Grant Program.  
 Both S. Mikutel and D. Hill noted their support for the logo.  M. Tristany Jr. noted that 
 technically the approval should be on the design only as colors may change depending on 
 backgrounds used for banners, etc….  P. Anthony commented he would like to see the word 
 “community” enlarged more.  S. Mikutel commented he would like to see the traditional 
 colors of Griswold used whenever possible. 
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 MOTION: Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to approve the final logo 
 for Main Street as presented to the Board of Selectmen.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
c. Discussion and possible action on adoption of Fair Housing Resolution – All Board 
 members agreed this resolution is fairly standard and have no problem with approving it. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony, to adopt the Fair 
 Housing Resolution.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
d. Discussion and possible action on request by Senior Center Director for 
 authorization to apply for a transportation grant through Eastern Connecticut 
 Transportation Consortium, Inc. (through the U.S. Dept of Transportation) to 
 provide up to $25,000 of enhanced transportation services for the elderly and/or 
 disabled residents of Griswold – T. Falck-Babbitt, Sr. Center Director, commented this is a 
 municipal grant the Eastern Connecticut Transportation Consortium Inc. along with the U.S. 
 and State departments of transportation.  It would enhance the transportation currently 
 offered to the elderly and disabled in our community and is commonly known as “dial a 
 ride”.  It would be available 7 days a week, 24 hours a day, anywhere within the state of 
 Connecticut and is no cost to the town and we would be allowed $25,000 in transportation 
 funding.  It would be facilitated through the Town of Groton which would minimize the 
 amount of work required by our town.  We would promote it within the community and do 
 press with ECTC.  T. Falck-Babbitt noted there is a certification that needs to be signed by 
 the First Selectman.   
 
 MOTION:    Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to approve the request 
 by the Senior Center Director for authorization to apply for a transportation grant through 
 Eastern Connecticut Transportation Consortium, Inc. (through the U.S. Dept of 
 Transportation) to provide up to $25,000 of enhanced transportation services for the elderly 
 and/or  disabled residents of Griswold and authorize the First Selectman to sign the grant 
 assignment certification form.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
5. Old Business 
 

a. Discussion and possible action on creating a Sick Time Drive – It was noted that Erik 
 Christensen, Finance Director, had made some changes and clarifications as recommended 
 by the Town Attorney and forwarded such copy. The Town Attorney has not yet responded.  
 D. Hill noted he has seen similar policies before and has no problem with the donation of one 
 employee to another. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to approve the Sick Time 
 Drive as presented with a condition of final approval by the Town Attorney.  Motion 
 carried unanimously. 
 
 
b. Discussion on sample materials regarding a Town Manger/Town Council form of 
 government – P. Anthony noted a sample draft copy of what he has reviewed has been 
 provided to the Board members and suggested that time is taken to review it.  He also noted 
 he is not opposed to forming a committee to review such draft as the process progresses. 
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6. Any Other Business that may properly come before the Board 
 
 a. MOTION:   Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to add to the agenda for 
  discussion and possible action the request by the School Building Committee for approval of 
  $20,000 to fund a study for a roof at the Griswold High School.  Motion carried   
  unanimously. 
 
  Atty. Stu Norman, School Building Committee member, noted the school roof is beyond its 
  designed life expectancy and is leaking.  We are going through this format, because if the 
  town follows the correct procedures, it is a reimbursable building project at 70%.  It is  
  recommended the roof have a ½ inch slope and be a PVC system.   S. Mikutel asked if a  
  study was done to consider repairing the roof.  Atty. Norman noted a gratis study was done 
  which determined the money that would be spent on repairs would far exceed the cost of a 
  new roof.  D. Hill noted his concern of stability of the roof.  Atty. Norman noted it is safe to 
  send people up to make repairs, however, he is more concerned with the future possibility of 
  mold.  P. Anthony asked if the $20,000 for the study would be included in the possible  
  reimbursable amount.   Atty. Norman noted his feeling is that it is reimbursable but he is not 
  100 percent sure.  S. Mikutel noted this has to also go to the Board of Finance, but he is  
  comfortable going forward with this based on the professional opinion of the condition of the 
  existing roof, we don’t want it to deteriorate any further and incur greater expenses down the 
  road and that it should be eligible for reimbursement, we should move it forward to give the 
  voters a chance to decide. 
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, that the Board of  
  Selectmen approves the $20,000 for study of the high school roof, based on the letter  
  received from the School Building Committee Chairman and forward it with a   
  recommendation to the Board of Finance.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
b.  MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by P. Anthony, to add to the agenda 
  for discussion and possible action, an update on maintaining the flowers on Main Street.   
  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
  P. Anthony commented the boxes have been treated to bring out the natural color and the soil 
  is ready for the boxes.  P. Anthony asked if the Board would like to request bids from local 
  vendors for the flowers. 
 
7. Public Forum 
 
Norm Sylvestre – N. Sylvestre asked for brief explanation of the Sick Time Drive and P. Anthony gave 
him a brief synopsis that it was donation of sick time from one employee to another.  N. Sylvestre also 
expressed his frustration with the ZEO not enforcing violations in town.  P. Anthony tried to discourage 
him from making comment about personnel who are not available to defend themselves. 
 
Norm Higgins – N. Higgins thanked Atty. Norman for his bringing forward the school roof and also 
noted his support for the roof study.  N. Higgins also noted the structure by the new hotel which is still  
 
waiting to be demolished, and his concern that it should have been done by now.  P. Anthony commented 
the property owners were granted extensions for the demolition, because it is still in the best interest of 
the town to have the property owners demolish it themselves, rather than incur the expense.  P. Anthony 
noted the property owners have had a lot of permits and studies that were required and are still making 
progress. 
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Ransom Young – R. Young referenced the state statues and the requirements of posting meetings and 
what can be discussed at regular meetings or executive sessions. 
 
Joel Francoeur – J. Francoeur referenced the meeting when the insurance collaborative was motioned 
onto the agenda under any other business.  J. Francoeur noted ties the Town Planner has to Kent & Frost.  
P. Anthony urged Mr. Francoeur to address personnel issues in writing.  J. Francoeur noted any ties to 
entities separate from the Town of Griswold should be verbalized before participating in discussion. 
 
Carol Seaman – C. Seaman asked about the sign by the front door of the Town Hall and asked if it could 
be replaced. P. Anthony noted there is a replacement available but Public Works has to drill the lock out 
of the cabinet and take the board down that is inside.  C. Seaman than noted the signs that used to be on 
Rt. 164 that said Welcome to Griswold.  P. Anthony noted the nice painted sign that was dilapidated had 
to be taken down.  C. Seaman wanted to know if we would have signs back up there in the future. S. 
Mikutel suggested that the EDC come develop a sign that could be displayed welcoming people to 
Griswold. 
 
Kevin Skulczyck  - K. Skulczyck noted Mr. Francoeur did approach EDC about working on a sign for 
Main Street that would be designed out of stone.  P. Anthony noted he did see the proposed sign design, 
which was very nice, but the proposed location was outside the limits of the Main Street grant 
parameters.  K. Skulczyck asked who the attorney was that had the sewer MOU that was fired.  P. 
Anthony noted he was not fired, the job was taken away from him, but informed Mr. Skulczyck that he 
can request that information in writing.  K. Skulczyck commented he wants all the facts and figures 
together so they can try to get to the bottom of accomplishing an arrangement with the sewer company. 
 
Ransom Young - R. Young noted that towns that are installing period lighting are finding they cannot 
afford to pay for the electricity needed to run them.  He also noted the Sr. Center has to be expanded 
outward and not upward and with the plans to change and expand parking for town hall, that may not be 
possible. 
 
8. Adjournment 
 
MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to adjourn the meeting at 7:22 PM.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Lisa M. Wood, 
Executive Assistant 
  
 


