
 
 

Town of Griswold 
Board of Selectmen 

Regular Meeting 
April 9, 2013, 2013 

6:30 PM 
Downstairs Meeting Room 
28 Main Street, Jewett City 

 
 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call – Meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Philip E. Anthony, 
First Selectman 

  
 Members Present: Philip E. Anthony, First Selectman 
 Steve Mikutel, Second Selectman 
 Donald Hill, Third Selectman 
 
 Others Present: Lisa M. Wood, Executive Assistant 
 Mario Tristany Jr., Town Planner 
 7 other interested citizens 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel to adjourn the meeting at 
 6:31.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 *Meeting was adjourned temporarily to open a Public Hearing required by the EPA in 
 conjunction with the remediation grant for 226 East Main Street.  (See minutes filed by 
 the planning department).  Regular Board of Selectmen’s meeting re-convened at 6:55 
 PM. 
 

2. Approval of Minutes 
 
a. March 26, 2013 - Regular Meeting Minutes  
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to accept the 
 regular meeting minutes of March 26, 2013 with the exception of item 3 
 correspondence.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

3. Correspondence  - None 
 

4. New Business 
 
a. Discussion and possible action on tax refunds as presented by Rich Grabowski, 
 Tax Collector 
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 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to accept the tax 
 refunds as submitted by Rich Grabowski, tax collector.  Motion carried 
 unanimously. 
 
b. Discussion and possible action on request by Jewett City Fire Department to 
 donate a 1981 LeFrance pumper to the Valley Fire Chief’s Regional Fire 
 Training School – Bob Hanson, Chief of Jewett City Fire Department, noted the 
 1981 truck they would like to donate, needs wiring and other work, but the pump and 
 the motor work and the school would like to use it on their site for training purposes.  
 D. Hill suggested a letter be provided with the truck that the truck is not road worthy.  
 P. Anthony commented the Finance Director noted there may be a slight tax credit. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, that the Board of 
 Selectmen approve the request by Jewett City Fire Department to donate a 1981 
 LeFrance pumper to the Valley Fire Chief’s Regional Fire Training School.  Motion 
 carried unanimously. 
 
c.  Discussion and possible action on appointment of candidate to the Economic 
 Development Commission to fill the unexpired portion of a term of 5/10/2012 to 
 5/9/2017 – P. Anthony noted there were three letters received from possible 
 candidates to fill this position.  D. Hill commented the only candidate he is familiar 
 with is Charlotte Geer, whom he would recommend for the position as he has worked 
 with her before.  P. Anthony commented all three candidates are community active, 
 but Charlotte Geer has the background experience.  S. Mikutel agreed. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to appoint 
 Charlotte Geer to the Economic Development Commission to fill the unexpired 
 portion of a term of 5/10/2012 to 5/9/2017.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
d. Discussion and possible action on resolution authorizing the First Selectman to 
 execute a contract with the Connecticut Department of Public Safety, Division 
 of State Police for the services of (2) two   Resident State Troopers for the period 
 of July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2015 – P. Anthony commented this is fairly routine and 
 is done every couple of years for the officers who do work for the Borough of Jewett 
 City. S. Mikutel commented he has not had ample time to read the whole contract 
 and would like to wait until the next meeting to act on it.  D. Hill is fine with the 
 contract but wanted to know why the Town has to sign the contract.  P. Anthony 
 commented that was brought up at the last renewal, with Board member Theresa 
 Madonna, and was concluded that the Borough does not have the right to contract 
 with the State as a borough, but the Town does. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to table action on 
 this item until the next regular Board of Selectmen meeting.  Motion carried 
 unanimously. 
 

5. Old Business - None 
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6. Any Other Business that may properly come before the Board 
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to bring onto the 
  agenda the item of the public hearing EPA grant for the Triangle Wire property at  
  226 East Main Street.   Motion carried unanimously. 
 
  S. Mikutel expressed his concern about the building at 226 East Main Street,  
  which is a cinder block building, being listed as a historic building and needing  
  special actions as part of the grant.  He suggested the Board of Selectmen make their 
  feelings about the historic classification known to the State and request the State give 
  us reasons why it is considered historic and possibly ask them to waive the  
  designation.  It may expedite things and may save some money.  P. Anthony feels it 
  cannot hurt.  D. Hill suggested a possible site visit be requested. 
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to have the First 
  Selectman draft a letter on behalf of the Board of Selectmen, to the State Historic  
  Preservation Society, requesting a waiver on the designation of this historic building 
  and state the reasons why.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
7. Public Forum 
 
 Norm Sylvestre – N. Sylvestre challenged the Board of Selectmen to take action on the 
 blighted buildings and zoning regulations which are not being enforced. 
 
 Ed Burdick - E. Burdick noted the article in the Norwich Bulletin about the architectural 
 plans for the senior center and the comment from Mr. Marzec about striking a deal with the 
 Selectmen and how it might be perceived by the public. Did he strike a deal with the Town?  
 It was agreed the First Selectman would obtain a legal opinion on whether a person 
 employed by the town can bid on a town project.  E. Burdick agreed with the request letter to 
 the state for a waiver of the historical building designation for the Triangle Wire building 
 and also suggested a copy of a letter from the local historical society be enclosed, as support, 
 with the request.  E. Burdick also supported Mr. Mikutel’s request to postpone acting on the 
 resident trooper contract until he has a chance to read it and Mr. Hill’s idea to include an 
 indemnification clause for town’s liability. 
 
 Norm Higgins – N. Higgins commented when the building inspector has work done on his 
 own house the town hires another building inspector to inspect that property.  If the Fire 
 Marshal has a legal right to bid on the senior center project, he suggests the town consider 
 the cost that would accumulate by bringing in another Fire Marshal to inspect the project.  N. 
 Higgins also noted a wounded warrior fund raiser that will be taking place in Lisbon in the 
 fall and would like the town to consider being involved in that. 
 
 Ransom Young – R. Young made reference to Coal Pit Road and the finding that the road 
 has to be improved.  He may want to visit the abandonment of Red Bard Road as it was done 
 under false premise. 
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 Joel Francoeur – J. Francoeur noted friends that live on Mechanic St. and the condition of 
 the property located at 2 Mechanic Street.  The house is very dilapidated and appears it could 
 fall down at any time and noted his concern about the safety of the number of young children 
 in that area.  J. Francoeur also made reference to the time it took for the item of the high 
 school roof study to get onto the agenda.  P. Anthony noted the letter was received a while 
 before it was put onto the agenda, however, the question arose as to whether or not the town 
 could accept a free evaluation from a qualified licensed roofer in town or if  it had to be done 
 by a licensed roof architect in order for reimbursement of the project.  It was mandated it had 
 to be done by the licensed roof architect, but finding that answer out prolonged the 
 placement of the item on the agenda. 
  
8. Adjournment 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to adjourn the meeting at 
 7:28 PM.  Motion carried unanimously. 
  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Lisa M. Wood, 
Executive Assistant 


