
 
Town of Griswold 

Board of Selectmen 
Regular Meeting 

April 23, 2013 
6:30 PM 

Downstairs Meeting Room 
28 Main Street, Jewett City 

 
APPROVED MINUTES 

 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call -  Meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Philip E. Anthony, 
First Selectman 

  
 Members Present: Philip E. Anthony, First Selectman 
 Steve Mikutel, Second Selectman 
 Donald Hill, Third Selectman 
 
 Others Present: Lisa M. Wood, Executive Assistant 
 Tina Falck-Babbitt, Senior Center Director 
 Marcel Langlois, Public Health & Safety Committee Chairman 
 6 other interested citizens 

 
2. Approval of Minutes 

 
a. April 9, 2013 - Regular Meeting Minutes  
 
 MOTION: Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to approve the 
 April 9, 2013 regular meeting minutes as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

3. Correspondence  - Legal opinion from attorney concerning bidding ordinance – Item 
was noted as received and reviewed by all members. 
 

4. New Business 
 
a. Discussion and possible action on tax refunds as presented by Rich Grabowski, 
 Tax Collector – None 
 
b. Discussion and possible action on creation of ordinance for establishing guide 
 lines for awarding a percentage of work from town projects to local businesses, 
 contractors, tradesmen, etc…, as part of a bid or otherwise – P. Anthony noted 
 he was approached a while back from representatives of various unions trying to 
 support the local tradesmen in securing town projects.  D. Hill noted he is in favor of 
 the samples provided that allow the local companies to match a bid that is within a 
 certain percentage, such as ten percent, but does not favor a large difference.  S. 
 Mikutel noted he is favor of that idea also as long as the local company agrees to 
 match the low bid.  It was also discussed having a cap on the percentage, so that there 
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 would not be a giant differential.  Percentage differential can also be based on the 
 total amount of the project.  P. Anthony also referenced a professional opinion he 
 received in 2007 that elected officials who own a local business should not 
 participate in bids. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to table 
 discussion and possible action on item 4b.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
c. Discussion on correspondence received regarding Mortgage Electronic 
 Registration System (MERS) and their process for recording of mortgage 
 assignments – S. Mikutel commented that banks have set up this organization called 
 MERS to handle assignments of mortgages.  In doing so, they have not been 
 recording all the assignments with the Town Clerk and the towns have been losing 
 money.   P. Anthony commented Susan Bysiewicz, through her law firm, is pursuing 
 a class action suit.  It would have to be determined whether or not belonging to the 
 class action suit is worth our effort. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to table 
 discussion and possible action on item 4c.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

5. Old Business 
 

a. Discussion and possible action on resolution authorizing the First Selectman to 
 execute a contract with the Connecticut Department of Public Safety, Division 
 of State Police for the services of (2) two Resident State Troopers for the period 
 of July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2015 - All members of the Board have had time to 
 review the contract and have no problem with it. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to authorize the 
 First Selectman to execute a contract with the Connecticut Department of Public 
 Safety, Division of State Police for the services of (2) two Resident State Troopers 
 for the period  of July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2015.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
b. Discussion and possible action on information regarding a Town Charter/Town 
 Manager – P. Anthony suggested putting the sample draft on the town’s website for 
 feedback purposes only.  S. Mikutel was in support of the idea for the purpose of 
 soliciting input only. D. Hill suggested the following changes:  Town manager – set 
 mandated hours, Monday through Friday, including meetings and sessions, 
 vacations approved via board of selectmen, duties to establish a quarterly review 
 policy for employees work ethics, job descriptions for all employees including 
 Building Department employees, Selectmens’ secretary, Sr. Center Director and the 
 Board of Ethics; job performance of the Town Manager to be reviewed on a quarterly 
 basis by the Board; Water Pollution Control Authority should be specifically 
 Griswold.  S. Mikutel commented he will review again for any suggestions he may 
 have. 
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 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to table 
 discussion and possible action on item 5b.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

6. Any Other Business that may properly come before the Board 
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by P. Anthony, seconded by S. Mikutel, to bring onto 
  the agenda for discussion and possible action the allegation of properties around  
  town not being properly assessed.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
  P. Anthony commented there is a list circulating of properties that may not be  
  properly assessed.  He did ask the Assessor to look into the allegations and report  
  back.  The Assessor was on vacation for a while and is currently working on it.  S. 
  Mikutel commented he would like a report from the Assessor on each property noted 
  on the list.  P. Anthony commented that even if the list is partially completed by the 
  next meeting, he will bring that forward. D. Hill commented that forest land may  
  have to be walked on a regular basis by a DEEP official to be able to confirm it as 
  forest land. 
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to bring onto the 
  agenda for discussion the EPA grant for the Triangle Wire property at 226 East Main 
  Street.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
  S. Mikutel mentioned that at the last meeting it was requested that a letter be sent  
  requesting a waiver of the building being classified as an historic building.  P.  
  Anthony commented the letter, as well as a letter from the Town Historian has been 
  sent.  We have not heard back, however, the consultants, Tighe & Bond, commented 
  it is basically a mute point and you have to respond to them, which has already been 
  done. 
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to bring onto the 
  agenda for discussion, a report from the Chairman of the Public Health & Safety  
  Committee.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
  Marcel Langlois, Chairman of the Public Health & Safety Committee asked about the 
  security of the old PWC property at 226 East Main Street.  P. Anthony commented a 
  walk through for potential demolition bidders has just been completed and bids  
  should be received in a couple of weeks, with work to begin after that.  M. Langlois 
  also noted the Fire Marshal had some concerns with materials in that building that 
  should also be addressed.   
 
  M. Langlois commented on the Griswold Ambulance being seen out of route to get 
  meals. The majority of the committee members feel that the policy the ambulance  
  has is not in the best interest of the town.  A better policy would be that they get their 
  meals along the route back to Griswold instead of going a combined 20 minutes out 
  of the way.  If a response from the ambulance was needed, they would be that much 
  closer to Griswold.  There was also a complaint about care received and that is still 
  under investigation.  M. Langlois confirmed for P. Anthony that the complaint about 
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  getting meals out of area was withdrawn, however, since it came to the attention of 
  the Public Health & Safety Committee, they still felt it had to be addressed.  P.  
  Anthony agreed he would discuss a possible policy change with the officers of the 
  American Legion Ambulance.  M. Langlois also mentioned the town, as mandated by 
  state statute is required to fill out an emergency response plan for EMS and fire  
  service which includes the primary service area and the requirements for their  
  response time for different locations and this has not been done for some time.  P.  
  Anthony commented that should be made aware to Fred Marzec to be completed.  M. 
  Langlois also asked if there is a contingency plan if the American Legion ambulance 
  has to close.  P. Anthony commented he has met with members of the American  
  Legion Ambulance and there is a plan in place, however, the state is aware of the  
  situation and the state has control over whether or not the American Legion  
  Ambulance can just close.  The state would not allow any town to be without  
  ambulance service.  M. Langlois did mention that the Jewett City Fire Chief  
  commented they could provide ambulance coverage and mutual aid for one to three 
  weeks.  S. Mikutel commented we need to make sure there is a contingency plan in 
  place.  D. Hill mentioned, it would be good to have a contingency plan in place for 
  any event. 
 
7. Public Forum 
 
 Bill Czmyr – B. Czmyr spoke on behalf of the American Legion Ambulance.  He 
 commented that there has been a contract with the Town proposed before.  P. Anthony asked 
 the Board if they would like to entertain a meeting to again look at a contract.  Board 
 members had no objections to having a meeting and agreed to place the item on the next 
 agenda for possible executive session. 
 
 Joe Foye – J. Foye commented the Borough pays for the State Police but the Town signs for 
 it.  P. Anthony confirmed that is correct, and it has been looked into and it is the only way 
 the contract can be signed.  J. Foye asked if they only serve the Borough or the Town also 
 since the Town signs it.  P. Anthony commented the Borough provides the funds so the 
 services are strictly for the Borough. 
 
 Ransom Young – R. Young mentioned Public Act 940 for Forestry land and if that is going 
 to be challenged it should also be looked at as to whether or not the property has building 
 lots.  He also mentioned the MERS recording group and noted the problems the lack of 
 recordings cause. 
 
 Norman Higgins – N. Higgins commented that creating an ordinance which gives 
 preference to those businesses in town and that even if an out of state company wins the bid, 
 perhaps wording could be included that a certain percentage of the trades be given to local 
 companies.    N. Higgins also commented that it is good that the issues brought forth at the 
 finance meeting are going to be checked into and perhaps there could be research done in 
 town as to work that is going on without securing the proper permits and costing the town 
 fees.  Lastly, he commended the Public Health & Safety Committee on presenting their 
 report once a quarter to review their issues and the Board of Selectmen for bringing that 
 forward. 
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 Tina Falck-Babbitt – T. Falck-Babbitt, Senior Center Director, asked for confirmation that 
 the opinion letter noted under correspondence is the same one she received.  P. Anthony 
 confirmed it is.  She also wanted to know who wrote the draft on the Town Manager.  P. 
 Anthony noted it is a compilation that was put together by the Board of Selectmen from 
 information gathered from other towns. 
 
 Joel Francoeur – Commented the handout that was handed out the public hearing should 
 not be taken out of context.  There is stuff on that is probably right and there is stuff on there 
 he believes is wrong.  Forest land and farm land have rules that have to be followed.  He 
 then read statutes that he felt relate to his polluted property and the watershed from his 
 property.  P. Anthony asked Mr. Francoeur if he has been to the local Inland Wetlands and 
 the State DEP.  J. Francoeur noted he has.  P. Anthony then asked if they did anything to 
 help him and if not what he would like the Board of Selectmen to do.  J. Francoeur then 
 continued to mention Jewett City Water Company and their taking use of his property.   P. 
 Anthony commented, although he is not giving legal advice, if none of the public agencies 
 have helped him, that perhaps he should seek a civil suit as means of pursuing it.  D. Hill 
 suggested J. Francoeur take the issue to the Jewett City Water Company. 
 
 Ransom Young – R. Young made one last comment in regards to real estate attorneys being 
 in conflict if they settle probate matters and the made reference to Susan Bysiewicz and the 
 suit against MERS and her possible future actions with democratic probates. 
  
8. Adjournment 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to adjourn the meeting at 
 7:37 PM.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Lisa M. Wood, 
Executive Assistant 
  


