
 
 

Town of Griswold 
Board of Selectmen 

Regular Meeting 
May 14, 2013 

6:30 PM 
Griswold Senior Center 

22 Soule Street, Jewett City 
 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 
 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call – Meeting was called to order at 7:38 PM, by Philip E. Anthony, 
First Selectman 

  
 Members Present: Philip E. Anthony, First Selectman 
 Steve Mikutel, Second Selectman 
 Donald Hill, Third Selectman 
 
 Others Present: Lisa M. Wood, Executive Assistant 

 
2. Approval of Minutes 

 
a. April 23, 2013 - Regular Meeting Minutes  
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to approve the 
 regular meeting minutes of April 23, 2013 as submitted.  Motion carried 
 unanimously. 
 
b. May 7, 2013 – Special Meeting Minutes 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony, to approve the 
 special meeting minutes of May 7, 2013 as submitted.  Motion carried 
 unanimously. 
 

3. Correspondence - Letter from Al Geer was received noting his resignation from the 
Griswold Veteran’s Memorial Park Committee.  
 

4. New Business 
 
a. Discussion and possible action on tax refunds as presented by Rich Grabowski, 
 Tax Collector 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to approve the tax 
 refunds as presented by Rich Grabowski, Tax Collector.  Motion carried 
 unanimously. 
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b. Discussion and possible action on hiring summer camp employees as 
 recommended by the Ryan Aubin, Director of Parks and Recreation 
 Department – R. Aubin, Director of Parks and Recreation, noted that over 50 
 applications for the positions were received and they interviewed twelve and a list of 
 the final candidates was presented.  He noted some of the potential employees are re-
 hires and most have teaching or youth experience.  He noted background checks will 
 be completed once the names are approved. P. Anthony noted that historically, hiring 
 and interviewing is done by the Board of Selectmen.  S. Mikutel noted he is okay 
 with it since these are temporary positions and Ryan is familiar with the candidates.  
 D. Hill agreed.  
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to authorize Ryan 
 Aubin, Director of the Parks and Recreation Department, to hire summer camp 
 employees as recommended in his May 13, 2013 letter to the Board of Selectman for 
 ten employees, pending they clear a background check.  Motion carried 
 unanimously. 
 
c. Discussion and possible action on request by the Youth & Family Services 
 Department for approval to apply for the State Department of Education’s 
 Youth Service Bureau Grant for $14,000 – R. Aubin commented this is the first 
 time this grant will be approved for a two year period.  R. Aubin confirmed this is the 
 usual grant they apply for every year that used to be handled through DCF and is for 
 funding starting this July 1st.  R. Aubin stated he attends meetings throughout the 
 year with departments from other towns throughout New London County to 
 collaborate on what their activities are.  It is basically a non-competitive grant.  D. 
 Hill asked if there were any matching funds from the town.  R. Aubin noted it is 100 
 percent match by the town and has already been noted in the budget. 
  
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to approve the 
 Director applying to the State Department of Education for his annual Youth Service 
 Bureau Grant.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
d. Discussion and possible action on request by the Youth & Family Services 
 Department for approval to apply for the State Department of Education’s 
 Youth Service Bureau Enhancement Grant for $5,000 – R. Aubin noted this 
 $5,000 is earmarked within his budget and it covers payroll expenses.  If it is not 
 received, they have the option of closing the youth center one day a week or close an 
 hour earlier.  He has received this grant the last four years he has applied for it.  This 
 is a competitive grant and would be the first to go if the State does any further 
 cutting, which is why you need to have an alternative plan in place. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to approve the 
 Youth & Family Services Director to apply for the State Department of Education 
 Youth Service Bureau Enhancement Grant for $5,000.  Motion carried 
 unanimously. 
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5. Old Business 
 

a. Discussion and possible action on response by Assessor regarding inquiry to 
 incorrect assessments throughout town – P. Anthony noted this is a response from 
 the Assessor in regards to inquiries previously received about assessments.  The 
 Assessor has noted line item by line item each case and explained each assessment.  
 D. Hill noted he has obtained a copy of Public Act 490 and certain statutes related to 
 assessments and has not yet thoroughly reviewed it. S. Mikutel noted he would like 
 to further review the response.   
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to table 
 discussion and possible action on response by Assessor regarding inquiry to incorrect 
 assessments throughout town until the next meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
b. Discussion and possible action on information regarding a Town Charter/Town 
 Manager – D. Hill noted his proposed changes have been incorporated.  S. Mikutel 
 commented he is still reviewing and does not have his notes with him.   
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill to table discussion 
 and possible action on information regarding a Town Charter/Town Manager until 
 the next meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
c. Discussion and possible action on creation of ordinance for establishing guide 
 lines for awarding a percentage of work from town projects to local businesses, 
 contractors, tradesmen, etc…, as part of a bid or otherwise – It was briefly 
 discussed that the proposed ordinance would allow any local qualified bidder who is 
 within ten percent of a low bid, have the opportunity to be awarded the bid if they 
 agree to match the price of the low bid. It was discussed that with some towns the 
 higher the cost of the project, the lower the percentage of allowed difference.  P. 
 Anthony noted that if there were no additional comments on the proposed ordinance, 
 he would forward the proposed ordinance to the town attorney for review and then 
 bring back before the board.  Other board members agreed. 
 
d. Discussion on correspondence received regarding Mortgage Electronic 
 Registration System (MERS) and their process for recording of mortgage 
 assignments – P. Anthony confirmed that he spoke to Susan Bysiewicz about the 
 class action lawsuit and that if the Town enters into this lawsuit is of no cost to the 
 town, unless money is awarded to the Town as part of the lawsuit.  Then any costs 
 involved would come from the money received.  Griswold would only be part of the 
 class action lawsuit if they find in fact, that Griswold has been affected and lost fees. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to authorize the 
 First Selectman to enter into a class action lawsuit on behalf of the Town of Griswold 
 regarding the Mortgage Electronic Registration System providing there is no cost to 
 the town.  Motion carried unanimously.  
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6. Any Other Business that may properly come before the Board 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to add onto the agenda 
 for discussion and possible action the request by Kevin Skulczyck for reappointment to the 
 Recreation Commission for a term of 5/17/2013 to 5/16/2013.  Motion carried 
 unanimously. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to reappoint Kevin 
 Skulczyck as a member of the Recreation Commission for a term of 5/17/2013 to 5/16/2013.  
 Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to bring onto the agenda 
 for discussion the Road Superintendent’s contract.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 S. Mikutel noted he believes the contract end is coming up and would like to find out exactly 
 when and would like a copy of the existing contract to look at.  He would like the Board to 
 review it and have discussion on it under executive session at the next meeting. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to add to the next regular 
 meeting under executive session, discussion on the employment contract for the Road 
 Superintendent.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
7. Public Forum 
 
 Norm Higgins – N. Higgins showed the Board some different hats that he had designed, as 
 suggested by one of the Board members, to present to the Bicentennial Committee tomorrow 
 night for sale as part of the Bicentennial celebration. 
 
 Ransom Young  - R. Young gave an explanation of his interpretation of PA 490  regarding 
 assessment of properties.   
 
 Alan Geer – A. Geer reported progress on the park.  The stage has been poured and the park 
 bench has been put in.  He would like an old bench put back to have unison around the 
 gazebo. He also noted the events planned for the park in conjunction with the Parks and 
 Recreation department.  R. Aubin added that Ricky Bevis and the youth have organized the 
 upcoming Youthtopia event.  A. Geer also noted we may need to work with JC power to shut 
 off the two big lights for movie night. 
 
 Betty Knox - B Knox wanted to know the status of the Griswold Ambulance funding.  P. 
 Anthony commented there was a recent meeting with two of the Selectmen and two 
 members of the Board of Finance as well as representation for the Ambulance.  There were 
 many questions asked and some are still awaiting answers. There was no action.  P. Anthony 
 commented he has been working with the State Department of Health for the past couple of 
 months and although we hope to keep our ambulance service, there will in no case, be a lack 
 of coverage.  There may be another upcoming meeting to continue discussion with members 
 of the Griswold Ambulance. 
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8. Adjournment 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to adjourn the meeting at 
 7:31  PM.  Motion carried unanimously. 
  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Lisa M. Wood, 
Executive Assistant 


