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Town of Griswold
28 Main Street
Griswold, CT 06351
Board of Selectmen
Special Meeting
Downstairs Meeting Room, Griswold Town Hall
Thursday, May 26, 2011
8:30 AM
APPROVED MINUTES

Roll Call/Call to Order: P. Anthony called the meeting to order at 8:37 AM

Members Present: Philip Anthony, First Selectman
Steve Mikutel, Second Selectman

Also Present: Lisa M. Wood, Executive Assistant
Ryan Aubin, Director of Youth Services

Todd Babbitt, Road Superintendent

Peter Zvingilas, ZEO

1 member of the press

Correspondence — None

MOTION: Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by P. Anthony, to bring forward on the
agenda Old Business item 4b. Motion carried unanimously.

Old Business

b. Report from Zoning Enforcement Officer addressing the April 29" letter from Mr.
Sylvestre and Tracy Ave. property as requested by the Board of Selectmen —P.
Zvingilas commented the prior report submitted was not hand written due to the backlog
in the Zoning Office. P. Zvingilas commented briefly on the nine items listed on the
letter from Mr. Sylvestre. He did comment he has a meeting with the Borough next week
to discuss those issues which reside in the Borough. Restaurant on 598 Voluntown Road
has dumpsters outside that are not enclosed. P. Zvingilas commented they pre-exist
zoning regulations. The former Stott Brothers property complaint is about the blighted
house. P. Zvingilas commented the property is commercial and commercial property is
not regulated by the Blight Ordinance. The Dutch Uncle property complaint is the
storage trailers located on the property. P. Zvingilas commented this is a zoning issue
and not a blight violation. Last time they had storage containers they were actually
registered box trucks and were not enforceable. He will check again to see if they are
storage containers which can be enforced, or registered box trucks. The Patrylo Garage
complaint of blighted building does not apply because it is a commercial zone. S.
Mikutel expressed his concern and would check to confirm that an entire property within
a commercial zone is exempt or just the business part. P. Zvingilas also commented the
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Patrylo property was under probate, and now is not, so he will look into other possible
zoning violations on the property. The 60 Rte. 164 property (Demo) property is currently
under action with the town attorney and P. Anthony agreed to call for an update on a
possible court date. S. Mikutel mentioned a request on Leha Ave. about a neighbor doing
garage work around 101 Leha Ave. P. Zvingilas commented that resident was picking up
reposed cars and was keeping them at his house but he has cleaned that up and now stores
the cars at P&J Auto. The Tracy Ave. violation brought up by N. Sylvestre at the last
Board of Selectmen meeting was investigated by P. Zvingilas. He found a boat in the
yard, which is not a violation, and a pick-up truck filled with construction debris, not
garbage, that looks like he is going to take it to the dump. It is not considered a blight
issue.

3. New Business

a.
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Discussion and possible action on tax rebates as presented by Rich
Grabowski, Tax Collector - None

Discussion and possible action on hiring individuals as summer recreational

camp staff providing a successful background check has been obtained —
Presentation was given by Ryan Aubin, Recreation Director, showing the costs of the
program and the breakeven point of the program. The program employees three
different levels of counselors and enrolls on an average of 55-80 children. The program
breaks even at about 46 children R. Aubin stated he is looking for approval to hire the
counselors for the summer program. Any new employee is having a background check
performed at this time and would not be hired until that background check is complete
and satisfactory.

MOTION: Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by P. Anthony, to approve hiring
individuals for the summer recreation program as explained by the Youth Services
Director. Motion carried unanimously.

Discussion and possible action on requesting the Board of Finance to transfer
$102,185.93 from FEMA Fund 319 to Public Works Roads — Todd Babbitt, Road
Superintendent gave a brief explanation that money that is left under the FEMA Fund 319
is for repairs to Colonel Brown, Popple Bridge and Sheldon Roads. If the road repairs
are not done by July 1% and the money is not encumbered we will lose the money. This
will also fill the void of $80,000 that was just cut from Town Roads for next year. We
only have to complete the paving of Colonel Brown and that road will be done and will
not have to be returned. The only money that would have to be returned is if we are not
granted an extension for Sheldon Road. Some of that money was also reimbursed for
extra hours and time at Bulky Waste which we were able to cover in our regular budget.

MOTION: Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by P. Anthony, to request the
Board of Finance to transfer $102,185.93 from FEMA Fund 319 to Public Works Roads.
Motion carried unanimously.
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4. Old Business (cont’d)

a.

Discussion and possible action authorizing the First Selectman to execute an
agreement with Slater Library to allow them to place a sign on town

property - S. Mikutel commented that he and First Selectman Anthony walked the
property and stressed the sign be put specifically where they agreed, around the bike rack
area. P. Anthony confirmed for S. Mikutel that the signed has been designed by an
architect and has been designed with the character of the building in mind, and that the
town has the right to request the sign to be removed at any time, for any reason, with little
or no notice.

MOTION: Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by P. Anthony, to authorize the

First Selectman to execute an agreement with Slater Library to allow them to place a sign
on town property. Motion carried unanimously.

5. Any Other Business that may properly come before the Board - None

6. Public Forum

Todd Babbitt, Road Superintendent, suggested that if the Board of Selectmen is going to revisit
the Blight Ordinance that they consider a provision for collecting costs of services for work
performed by the Public Works Department in maintaining the sight line.

7. Adjournment

MOTION: Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by P. Anthony, to adjournthe  meeting
at 9:17 AM. Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Lisa M. Wood,

Executive Assistant
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