
 
Town of Griswold 

Board of Selectmen 
Regular Meeting 

May 28, 2013 
6:30 PM 

Downstairs Meeting Room, Town Hall 
28 Main Street, Jewett City 

 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 
 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call – Meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Philip E. Anthony, 
First Selectman 

  
 Members Present:  Philip E. Anthony, First Selectman 
 Donald Hill, Third Selectman 
 
 Members Absent: Steve Mikutel, Second Selectman 
 
 Others Present: Lisa M. Wood, Executive Assistant 
 7 other interested citizens 

 
2. Approval of Minutes 

 
a. May 14, 2013 - Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
 MOTION – Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony, to approve the 
 May 14, 2013 regular meeting minutes as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

3. Correspondence  - None 
 

4. New Business 
 
a. Discussion and possible action on tax refunds as presented by Rich Grabowski, 
 Tax Collector – None 
 
b. Discussion and possible action on spending remaining funds from the Main 
 Street Streetscape grant – P. Anthony mentioned he met with Mario Tristany Jr. 
 and Tom Giard last week and thought they would have enough money to purchase 10 
 of the lights for Main Street, but it turns out they will be able to buy 15-16 lights.  D. 
 Hill had no problem with this. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony, to use the 
 remaining $46,163.77 to purchase 15-16 light fixtures for the Main Street Streetscape 
 Grant.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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c. Discussion and possible action on reappointment of Michael Roberts as a 
 member of the Recreation Commission for a three year term of 5/16/2013 to 
 5/15/2016 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony, to reappoint of 
 Michael Roberts as a member of the Recreation Commission for a three year 
 term of 5/16/2013 to 5/15/2016. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
d. Discussion and possible action on appointment of Jacquie Burzycki from a 
 regular member of the Recreation Commission to an alternate member of the 
 Recreation Commission for a one-year term of 5/20/2013 – 5/19/2014 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony to appoint 
 Jacquie Burzycki from a regular member of the Recreation Commission to an 
 alternate member of the Recreation Commission for a one- year term of 5/20/2013 – 
 5/19/2014.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
e. Discussion and possible action on request to appoint Robert Roberge from an 
 alternate to a regular member of the Sr. Center Building Committee 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony, to appoint 
 Robert Roberge from an alternate to a regular member of the Sr. Center Building 
 Committee.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

5. Old Business 
 

a. Discussion and possible action on response by Assessor regarding inquiry to 
 incorrect assessments throughout town, tabled from the 5/14/13 BOS meeting – 
 D. Hill noted he had one issue with a certain parcel of adjoining property that was 
 bought by a spouse and is listed as 490.  P. Anthony noted he also had one issue and 
 would mention it to the Assessor. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony, to table this item 
 until the next meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
b. Discussion and possible action on information regarding a Town Charter/Town 
 Manager, tabled from the 5/14/13 BOS meeting – P. Anthony recommended if 
 there were no further changes, that a copy of the proposed Town Charter be put on 
 the town’s website.  D. Hill noted since the employees will be involved with this 
 issue, that we send a form to all employees, which allows them to have anonymous 
 comment. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony, to place the 
 proposed Town Charter/Town Manager on the website for public viewing and 
 comment and to have a form sent to town employees for anonymous comment and 
 hard copies of the proposed document available in the First Selectmen’s office.  
 Motion carried unanimously. 
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c. Executive Session – Discussion regarding employment contract for the Road 
 Superintendent 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony, to table this 
 item until the next regular meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
d. Discussion and possible action regarding employment contract for the Road 
 Superintendent 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony, to table this item 
 until the next regular meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

6. Any Other Business that may properly come before the Board 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by P. Anthony, seconded by D. Hill, to bring onto the 
 agenda for discussion and possible action, the proposed ordinance allowing for bid 
 preference for town-based businesses. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 P. Anthony commented the town attorney reviewed the proposed ordinance, as suggested at 
 the last BOS meeting, and had no issues with it.  P. Anthony suggested a town meeting date 
 be set.  He gave a brief explanation of the proposed ordinance. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by P. Anthony, seconded by D. Hill, to set a town meeting 
 date of June 25th at 6 PM for discussion and possible action on the proposed ordinance 
 allowing for bid preference for town-based businesses.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
7. Public Forum 
 
 Bill Czmyr – B. Czmyr spoke on behalf of the American Legion Ambulance and 
 commented he would like to schedule another meeting with the BOS to discuss a possible 
 contract with American Legion Ambulance.  It was agreed a mutual date would be set. 
 
 Norm Sylvestre – N. Sylvestre noted his concern for the lack of enforcement of the Blight 
 ordinance and the Zoning Regulations.  P. Anthony suggested he provide an updated list of 
 the outstanding violations he is concerned with and he will present it to the ZEO and request 
 a report. 
 
 Joel Francoeur – J. Francoeur commented he has spoke with state forester Chris Martin 
 who provided him with a phone number for a state forester who will come to the town and 
 go with a selectman to view some of the properties that are questionably classified as 
 forestry.  He commended the BOS on the proposed ordinance for bid preference for town-
 based businesses.  He also noted his support for pursuing the class action suit against MERS 
 and noted there are several recordings in the town clerk’s office that transfer property from 
 one person to another when there is no consideration and no tax paid, and it seems to be the 
 same names. 
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 Kevin Skulczyck – K. Skulczyck wanted to know how far along Plan B is if the Griswold 
 Ambulance closes its doors.  P. Anthony commented there is a plan in effect.  K. Skulczyck 
 also wanted to know if we knew how much the difference in cost would be.  P. Anthony 
 commented we have a non-solicited offer, which he has made the state aware of.   
 
 Norm Higgins – N. Higgins commented he has seen some improvement in enforcement of 
 the blight and zoning issues, but it has been slow.  N. Higgins also commented on a tree on 
 Pleasant View that is on town property and appears to be hazardous and dying.  P. Anthony 
 commented he has asked Mr. Babbitt to look at the tree and expects him to report back on 
the  condition of the tree. N. Higgins also suggested that Mr. Babbittt take a look at the sightline 
 at the corner of Pleasant View. 
 
 Ed Burke – E. Burke asked if there were any negotiations or talk of a contract with an 
 alternate ambulance service provider.  P. Anthony commented there are no negotiations, 
 simply an unsolicited offer was received and he did make the state aware that of the 
 unsolicited offer.  E. Burke asked if the Griswold Ambulance is not funded, would you then 
 look into the possibility of asking for bids or just go to the offer that has been made.  P. 
 Anthony commented it is all up to the state guidelines and the Board of Selectmen as a 
 whole.  The meetings with the BOS is having with Griswold Ambulance is to see where they 
 are. E. Burke asked if the town would have to have a contract with any other service that 
 came in.  P. Anthony commented there are several towns that do not have contracts with 
 their ambulance service. P. Anthony commented if Griswold Ambulance does have to close 
 the state would provide, if necessary, coverage for any gap that may result.  If the state needs 
 to appoint a new PSA, the town may at that point ask the state to allow them to go out to bid.  
 E. Burke commented that anything the town proposes to do in the future, as far as 
 emergency services, should be an open arrangement with the citizens of the town. 
 
 
8. Adjournment 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony, to adjourn the meeting 
 at 7:09 PM.  Motion carried unanimously. 
  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Lisa M. Wood, 
Executive Assistant 


