
 
 

Town of Griswold 
Board of Selectmen 

Special Meeting 
June 20, 2013 

5:00 PM 
Downstairs Meeting Room 
28 Main Street, Jewett City 

 
 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 
 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call – Meeting was called to order at 5:04 PM, by Philip E. Anthony, 
First Selectman 
 
Members Present: Philip E. Anthony, First Selectman 
Donald Hill, Third Selectman 
 
Members Absent: Steve Mikutel, Second Selectman 
 
Others Present: Bill Czmyr, President Griswold Ambulance 
Brian Ayers, Griswold Ambulance 
Jonathan Lillpopp, Department of Safety 
Rapheael Barishansky, Department of Safety 
Bob Holdsworth, Holdsworth Group 
Two members for Auditing company for Griswold Ambulance 
 
 

2. Discussion with Griswold American Legion Ambulance – Meeting was opened with 
introductions and sign in.  D. Hill then addressed the financial questions he had brought up 
at the prior meeting.  D. Hill asked about the bundle billing and how that works. B. 
Holdsworth explained that the numbers (charges) depend on what the insurance companies 
pay per incident.  P. Anthony asked what happens when the $36K the town puts out per 
budget year is not used up by year’s end.  B. Holdsworth noted the remainder, if any, stays 
in the town’s coffers on a drawdown basis, not the $36K goes in full to the Griswold 
Ambulance Service (GAS). 

 
 D. Hill then asked the two reps from the auditing firm why he did not see on the financial 
 annual sheets the town’s contribution of $20K.  The auditor rep said that it is incorporated in 
 to the GAS budget and most of what is seen on their annual auditor report is provided by the 
 town’s finance department.  Further questions were asked by P. Anthony and D. Hill as to 
 how much was raised last fiscal year in fund raising.  B. Czmyr said very little money was 
 raised.  P. Anthony asked how much money was given to the GAS by its parent company, 
 the American Legion.  B. Czmyr said none.  I stated that one of the GAS employees told me 
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 that GAS was going to ask the American Legion for money to supplement their budget this 
 year.  B. Czmyr said the American Legion does not give them money.  D. Hill asked how 
 money was collected from those who have no insurance.  B. Holdsworth commented the 
 collection rate from that group is about 5%.  They do accept payments over time, credit card 
 and do pursue collections, but it does not however get attached to their credit.  So, unless 
 someone is refinancing or buying a house the debt remains unpaid.  There can be no billing 
 for responding to a call that does not have a transport to a hospital.  B. Holdsworth noted that 
 if the calls the ambulance responds to were able to be billed and collected at normal rate the 
 GAS would be, pretty much solvent.  D. Hill noted his concern that if the Town enters into a 
 contract with a business that is failing, and continues to fail, than the taxpayers of the Town 
 will be paying more and more money. 
 
 R. Barishansky clarified the PSA license cannot be sold as a separate entity.  The company 
 can sell the service and the PSA may be considered an asset of the service.  However, it may 
 be a stipulation of the statutes that the selling service back out of the MS operations.    R. 
 Barishansky commented he would e-mail a copy of the regulations to P. Anthony as 
 requested. 
 
 P. Anthony commented he would really like the opportunity for a full board to be available 
 to discuss the situation and suggesting rescheduling another meeting. 

  
3. Adjournment 
 
 MOTION:  Motion by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony, to adjourn the meeting at 5:48  
 PM.  Motion carried unanimously. 
  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Philip E. Anthony,  
Griswold First Selectman 
 
 


