
 
 

Town of Griswold 
Board of Selectmen 

Regular Meeting 
August 13, 2013 

6:30 PM 
Downstairs Meeting Room, Town Hall 

28 Main Street, Jewett City 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call – Meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM, by Philip E. Anthony, 
First Selectman 

  
 Members Present: Philip E. Anthony, First Selectman 
 Steve Mikutel, Second Selectman 
 Donald Hill, Third Selectman (arrived at 6:32 PM) 
 
 Others Present: Lisa M. Wood, Executive Assistant 
 Peter Zvingilas, Zoning Enforcement Officer 
 15 other interested citizens  
 1 member of the press 

 
2. Approval of Minutes 

 
a. June 20, 2013 – Special Meeting Minutes 
b. July 9, 2013- Regular Meeting Minutes 
c. July 18, 2013 – Special Meeting Minutes 
d. July 29, 2013 – Special Meeting Minutes 
e. August 8, 2013 – Special Meeting Minutes (3:15 PM) 
f. August 8, 2013 – Special Meeting Minutes (4:30 PM) 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel to approve the above listed minutes 2b-
 2f,  he  was not present at the June 20th meeting.  Motion was seconded by D. Hill for 
 2b-2f with the exception of the 2b minutes (July 9th) as he was not present.  P. 
 Anthony seconded the motion of S. Mikutel for the 2b minutes (July 9th).   Motion 
 carried unanimously. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony, to approve the 
 June 20, 2013 Special Meeting Minutes.  Motion carried.  S. Mikutel abstained.  
 

3. Correspondence  
 
a. Letter of resignation from Events Committee (Veteran’s Memorial Park) 
 submitted by Al Geer 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by P. Anthony, to accept the 
 resignation of Al Geer, with regret.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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b. Letter of resignation from Bicentennial Committee submitted by Betty Osga 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to accept the 
 resignation of Betty Osga, from the Bicentennial Committee, with regret.  Motion 
 carried unanimously. 
 

4. New Business 
 
a. Discussion and possible action on tax refunds as presented by Rich Grabowski, 
 Tax Collector 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to accept the tax 
 refunds as presented by Tax Collector. Rich Grabowski.   Motion carried 
 unanimously. 
 
b. Quarterly update from Public Health & Safety Committee – L. Wood noted 
 Marcel Langlois, chairman of the Griswold Public Health & Safety Committee, was 
 contacted and they do not meet two months of the summer and did not have a 
 quorum the other month, so there is no information to be reported. 
 
c. Discussion and possible action on re-appointment of Erika Bevis as a member of 
 the Economic Development Commission for a five year term of 10/29/2013 – 
 10/28/2018 – P. Anthony noted Ms. Bevis has been very involved in town. 
 
 MOTION: Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to reappoint Erika 
 Bevis as a member of the Economic Development Commission for a term of 
 10/29/2013-10/28/2018.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
d. Discussion and possible action on updated report from Peter Zvingilas, ZEO, on 
 possible existing zoning/blight violations, as requested by the First Selectman – 
 P. Zvingilas gave a verbal update on the addresses and pictures provided.  He 
 mentioned there is no enforcement for buildings that are not painted or have worn 
 paint.  A couple of issues are before the Borough and are being pursued.  Another is 
 in an estate and a citation has been sent to the attorney for the estate.  There was also 
 a truck with garbage in it, which was removed.  There is a boat inches from 
 someone’s property line, obstructing the view, but there is nothing enforceable in the 
 zoning regulations and have not received a complaint from the neighbor.  There was 
 brief discussion about squatters in town and how to handle them. 
 
e. Discussion and possible action on authorizing the First Selectman to sign 
 agreement with Kaestle Boos Associates, Inc. for roof replacement design 
 service and project cost estimate for the Griswold High School – P. Anthony 
 requested the item be tabled as he is waiting for additional documents to be provided 
 for review by the insurance company.   S. Mikutel commented he would like a 
 member from the building committee as well as the architectural firm to be present at 
 for discussion.  D. Hill commented he had a question as to the second phase amount 
 to be determined. 
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 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to table action on 
 agreement for roof replacement design service and project cost estimate for the 
 Griswold High School.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

5. Old Business 
 

a. Discussion and possible action on appointment of Jill Drobiak as an alternate 
 member of the Recreation Commission for a period of one year 8/13/2013 – 
 8/12/2014, tabled from the 7/9/2013 BOS meeting 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to appoint Jill 
 Drobiak as an alternate member of the Recreation Commission for a period of one 
 year 8/13/2013 – 8/12/2014.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
b. Discussion and possible action on response by Assessor regarding inquiry to 
 incorrect assessments throughout town, tabled from the 7/9/2013 BOS meeting – 
 D. Hill noted he is continuing to work on these items when he has time. 

 
6. Any Other Business that may properly come before the Board - None 
 
7. Public Forum 
 
 Ransom Young – R. Young noted he had been to Norwich to see how they handle 
 enforcement of their blight issue and felt it would be harder to enforce blight with a Town 
 Manager form of government.  He also noted he acquired a copy of the drug testing policy of 
 American Ambulance and they only test volunteers. 
 
 Joel Francoeur – J. Francoeur wanted to know if Kaestle Boos where the ones who 
 designed the existing high school roof.  He also made note to the alleged issues the 
 elementary school, which was also designed by Kaestle Boos, is having as far as leaking of 
 the roof and windows and doors not shutting tightly.  Why is it always Kaestle Boos and not 
 another architect firm? P. Anthony noted he has not heard anything about the alleged issues 
 and Kaestle Boos is awarded the work through an RFP.  J. Francoeur questioned whether a 
 new building committee would be appointed for the new roof on the high school.  P. 
 Anthony commented the same existing committee would remain.  J. Francoeur then asked 
 the selectmen to affirm that they are mandated reporters.  P. Anthony commented that 
 functionally that is what the Board of Selectman does.   S. Mikutel mentioned he is 
 concerned about the allegations of issues at the new elementary school and should inquire 
 with the administration is such issues exist.  D. Hill commented as long as he feels 
 something is more than a suspicion it is reported and goes through the proper channels. 
 
 Donna Fenter – D. Fenter commented it is way above Mr. Zvingilas’ rights to deal with 
 squatters.  There is such a thing as adverse possession and squatter’s rights.  She also wanted 
 to know who to see about someone in town having a 10 month a year yard sale.  P. Anthony 
 informed her she should see Mr. Zvingilas. 
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 David Vieaux – D. Vieaux wanted to know what the town regulations were regarding noise.  
 He measured the noise at a neighbor’s property this past week which was way over the state 
 limit and did call the state police.  The police only informed him that the person had a right 
 to assemble.  The police commented the statute does not give them any penalty to cite the 
 offender with.  S. Mikutel felt there should be something.  P. Zvingilas confirmed for P. 
 Anthony that the ZEO has no enforcement over the noise issue from a non-recurring event 
 and there is no noise ordinance.  D. Hill suggested contacting the state attorney’s office 
 and follow their direction. 
 
 Norm Higgins – N. Higgins commented on the nice job the town did in increasing the 
 public safety on Pleasant View.  They got rid of a lot of the tree that was in poor condition.  
 He also commented that Griswold has to find ways to clean up the appearance of the town to 
 help draw development to town.  N. Higgins also commented there is a pizza place in Mystic 
 that addressed their noise issue by directing the noise in to the middle so the noise dies 
 within ten feet of the property. 
  
 Norm Sylvestre – N. Sylvestre commented the issue of the boat on Tracy Avenue is within 
 inches of the neighbor’s house obstructing the view from their window.  P. Anthony 
 confirmed with P. Zvingilas that there is nothing in the regulations to enforce regarding the 
 boat being near the property line.  There is only a setback for structures.  N. Sylvestre also 
 noted you can access the property on 177 Slater Ave..  He also noted he would like a hard 
 copy of the ZEO report that was referred to tonight. 
 
 Ransom Young – R. Young commented if there is a mortgage on the house the bank owns 
 the house. The bank is the one that must address an issue of trespassers or squatters. 
 
8. Adjournment 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to adjourn the meeting at 
 7:25 PM.  Motion carried unanimously. 
  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Lisa M. Wood, 
Executive Assistant 


