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Town of Griswold 
Board of Selectmen 

Regular Meeting 
September 9, 2014 

6:30 PM 
Griswold Town Hall, Downstairs Meeting Room 

28 Main St, Jewett City, CT 06351 
 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll  - Meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Kevin Skulczyck, First 
Selectman 

 
 Members Present: Kevin Skulczyck, First Selectman 
 Steve Mikutel, Second Selectman 
 Philip E. Anthony, Third Selectman 
 
 Others Present: Lisa M. Wood, Executive Assistant 
 6 other interested citizens 
 

2. Approval of Minutes 
 
a. August 26, 2014 – Special Meeting Minutes 
b. August 26, 2014 – Regular Meeting Minutes 
c. September 8, 2014 – Special Meeting Minutes 
 
MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by P. Anthony, to approve the 
August 26, 2014 special meeting minutes, August 26, 2014 regular meeting minutes and the 
September 8, 2014 special meeting minutes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

3. Correspondence  - None 
 

4. New Business 
 
a. Discussion and possible action on tax refunds as presented by Rich Grabowski, 
 Tax Collector  
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by P. Anthony, seconded by S. Mikutel, to approve 
 the tax refunds as presented by Tax Collector, Rich Grabowski.  Motion carried 
 unanimously. 
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b. Discussion and possible action on update by Larry Laidley on the upcoming 
 Bicentennial celebration – P. Anthony noted L. Laidley was unable to attend the 
 meeting.  He provided a basic update on the events of the Bicentennial including 
 artillery enactment event, Coast Guard band for two events, Archaeologist Dr. 
 Nicholas Bellantoni walk through cemetery with emphasis on vampire history, 
 parade and the ball.  He noted a detailed draft of events would be provided and that 
 several subcommittees have been formed.  The banners have been ordered to be put 
 up beginning this weekend.  The Committee will have a booth at Heroes Day this 
 weekend to provide information to residents.  P. Anthony noted the 501(c)(3) noted 
 his accountant is still working on establishing an account.  The Town will have to 
 provide another dedicated account to assign to this. 
 

5. Old Business  
 
a. Discussion and possible action on appointment of Catherine Szafran to serve as 
 an alternate member of the Recreation Commission for a term of 8/27/2014 – 
 8/26/2015 – Catherine Szafran was present and commented she has been involved on 
 the Veteran’s Memorial Park Committee and it was suggested by R. Aubin, that she 
 request appointment to the Recreation Commission.  C. Szafran confirmed for S. 
 Mikutel, that she will be able to attend the meetings. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by P. Anthony, to appoint 
 Catherine Szafran to serve as an alternate member of the Recreation Commission for 
 a term of 8/27/2014 to 8/26/2015.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
6. Any Other Business that may properly come before the Board 
 
 a. MOTION: Motion was made by P. Anthony, seconded by S. Mikutel, to bring onto 
  the agenda for discussion the item of recent expenditures in regards to security  
  cameras. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
  K. Skulczyck noted the money for the cameras at the Town Hall, highway garage, Sr. 
  Center, dog pound and possibly skate park was budgeted in the current budget as a 
  line item.  P. Anthony did not think it was a line item in the Selectmen’s budget.  K. 
  Skulczyck noted he would get the exact information for P. Anthony on what line the 
  money came from.  P. Anthony noted that if the money expended is in the budget as 
  a line item than it was already voted upon and that is fine, if not it needs to come  
  before the Board of Selectmen for approval. P. Anthony also questioned the sealing 
  of the Town Hall parking area and the new parking area at the Nurses’ building. K. 
  Skulczyck noted the money for the Town Hall parking area came out of Todd’s  
  budget.  The work done at the Nurse’s building was done by the public works  
  department at a minimal cost in an effort to provide space for residents to park when 
  we require them to park off the road due to a storm.  This would also allow extra  
  parking for park events.  This area will not be paved and the type of work done was 
  suggested by Todd.  He has used the processed gravel before and has had success  
  with it. 
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 b. MOTION:  Motion was made by P. Anthony, seconded by S. Mikutel, to bring onto 
  the agenda for discussion and possible action the RFP for ambulance services for the 
  Town of Griswold.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by P. Anthony, seconded by S. Mikutel to approve 
  and authorize the First Selectman to put the RFP out.   
 
  S. Mikutel suggested the response time for the RFP should be 60 days and be noted 
  as such in the RFP.   
 
  Motion on the floor carried unanimously. 
 
7. Public Forum 
 
 Dave Vieaux – D. Vieaux suggested the speed limit on Rt. 138 be reviewed and possibly 
 lowered.  With the development of Dollar General, there will be more traffic pulling in and 
 out and the speed limit is currently 50 mph.  K. Skulczyck noted he will make contact with 
 DOT to bring up the concern, but is not confident they will reduce it.  P. Anthony suggested 
 looking into the possibility of a caution light. 
 
 Norm Higgins – N. Higgins noted the Board of Education has noted the upcoming visit of 
 the Coast Guard Band.  He also noted he heard the Bicentennial committee has purchased 
 some kind of commemorative coin.  P. Anthony noted there is a coin the committee has 
 purchased and it will be available for purchase.  N. Higgins complimented the resurfacing of 
 the town hall property looks nice and beautifies the town hall property and is sure that T. 
 Babbitt did everything by the book and will lay the stripes when the property is dry. 
 
 Phil Flowers – P. Flowers first question, what is the town going to do about securing money 
 to finish the main street lighting project.  Secondly, thanked the Board for all the work they 
 do and asked if there has been any thought about increasing the BOS to five members.  S. 
 Mikutel commented he has thought about it years ago and noted no strong reason to increase 
 to five.  The town has been operating for over 150 years successfully as a three member 
 group and sometimes the bigger the group, the harder it becomes to work together.  P. 
 Anthony noted it is easier to work together with a smaller board and has been a working 
 formula thus far, but does understand Mr. Flowers attempt to decrease the work load.  K. 
 Skulczyck noted he agrees the Board works well together being of three members and 
 suggested if Mr. Flowers had any statistical information or evidence they are always willing 
 to entertain discussion.  S. Mikutel commented increasing the size of the Board does not 
 guarantee there will be improvement.  K. Skulczyck noted he spoke to Larry Wagner about 
 not securing the previous funding for the completion of the Main Street lighting who was 
 able to shed light on the idea that most of the money coming out of that fund right now is 
 going towards housing.  The town has applied for additional $500,000 funding for the 
 project from another program.  That money would complete the project.  The 
 announcements on that money should come out any day. 
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 James Barnie – J. Barnie understood Mr. Flowers suggestion of looking at a five member 
 board but also agrees with the Board of Selectmen the smaller group works better.  He also 
 noted he would like to stay with this form of government versus a town manager. 
 
 Catherine Szafran - C. Szafran noted her observation that there seems to be more crossing 
 guards for the middle and high school students versus the elementary students.  K. 
 Skulczyck noted the location in question is crossing within the school property and noted he 
 will contact Paul Smith about it tomorrow.  S. Mikutel suggested Ms. Szafran attend the 
 next Board of Education meeting to get her concern on the record.  P. Anthony suggested 
 she can also call the superintendent’s office. 
 
 James Barnie – J. Barnie echoed Mr. Flowers compliment to the Board.  There are a lot of 
 things that are happening around here and  a lot more that are shortly going to come to 
 fruition. 
  
8. Adjournment 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by P. Anthony, to adjourn the 
 meeting at 7:16 PM.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Lisa M. Wood, 
Executive Assistant 
 
 


