
 
 

Town of Griswold 
Board of Selectmen 

Regular Meeting 
September 24, 2013 

6:30 PM 
Downstairs Meeting Room, Town Hall 

28 Main Street, Jewett City 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call – Meeting was called to order at 6:34 by Philip E. Anthony, First 
Selectman 
 
Members Present: Philip E. Anthony, First Selectman 
Steve Mikutel, Second Selectman 
Donald Hill, Third Selectman 
 
Others Present: Lisa M. Wood, Executive Assistant 
Tina Falck, Senior Center Director 
Ken Sullivan, Director JCDPU 
43 other interested citizens 
 

2. Approval of Minutes 
 
a. August 27, 2013 – Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
 MOTION:   Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to approve the 
 August 27, 2013 regular meeting minutes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
b. September 16, 2013 – Special Meeting Minutes 
c. September 19, 2013 – Special Meeting Minutes 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to accept the 
 September 16, 2013 and the September 19, 2013 special meeting minutes.  Motion 
 carried unanimously. 
 

3. Correspondence  
 
a. Letter from Normand Sylvestre for resignation from the Ethics Commission – P. 
 Anthony and S. Mikutel both noted effort and many years of service of Mr. 
 Sylvestre. 
  
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to send a letter to 
 Mr. Sylvestre acknowledging appreciation of his services.  Motion carried 
 unanimously. 
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4. New Business 

 
a. Discussion and possible action on tax refunds as presented by Rich Grabowski, 
 Tax Collector 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to approve the 
 seven tax refunds as presented by Tax Collector Rich Grabowski.  Motion carried 
 unanimously. 
 
b. Discussion and possible action on re-appointment of Elizabeth Scannell as a 
 member of the Ethics Commission for a three year term of 10/9/2013 – 
 10/9/2016  - P. Anthony and S. Mikutel spoke favorably of reappointment. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to reappoint 
 Elizabeth Scannell as a member of the Ethics Commission for a three year term of 
 10/9/2013 to 10/9/2016.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
c. Discussion and possible action on appointment of Patrick Chao from an 
 alternate member of the Ethics Commission to a three year term of 10/9/2013 – 
 10/8/2016 – P. Anthony spoke favorably of Patrick Chao and noted he has been 
 regularly attending the meetings as an alternate. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to appoint Patrick 
 Chao from an alternate member of the Ethics Commission to a regular member for a 
 three year term of 10/9/2013 to 10/8/2016.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
d. Discussion and possible action on request by Ken Sullivan to address the Board 
 with a question from the Borough officials – K. Sullivan, Director of JCDPU, 
 commented they are working on an economic stimulus package to include 
 temporarily reduced buy in fees and amortization schedule to attract businesses.  The 
 Borough officials thought there was some risk of financial exposure in offering the 
 amortization.  K. Sullivan commented the idea of voluntary lien or guarantee 
 mortgage by the business owner are not likely or secured options.  The Borough 
 officials suggested asking the Town officials what they thought about the town 
 accepting financial liability if someone does not pay.  P. Anthony commented the 
 town, in his opinion, should not take on the liability of a private entity at any time.  P. 
 Anthony suggested a performance bond.  K. Sullivan commented their attorney said 
 that could not be done, but agreed he would check with him again. 
 
e. Discussion and possible action on appointment of Tina Falck as veteran’s 
 services contact – P. Anthony commented he had a brief discussion with Ms. Falck 
 and this appears to be mandated by the state as of October 1st.  T. Falck commented 
 there is supposed to be training involved.  She also noted there are some additional 
 concerns that she has and requested that a meeting be held to address those concerns.  
 P. Anthony agreed there should be a special BOS meeting to discuss this further.    
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f. Discussion and possible action on legal opinion from town counsel regarding 
 proper procedures for expenditures in excess of $50,000 – P. Anthony commented 
 the Board chose to seek a written opinion to clarify the existing ordinance.  P. 
 Anthony read the counsel opinion into the record.  The letter noted the proper process 
 is BOS recommendation to BOF for approval and BOF send back if approved to 
 BOS for information town meeting and then setting of a referendum date. 
 
 MOTION: Motion was made by S. Mikutel, to send forth the recommendation of the 
 Board of Selectmen to the Board of Finance to act on the school roof proposal as 
 presented by the School Building Committee and also send  forth the issue of the 
 Griswold Ambulance contract, one of which was approved by the Selectmen and also 
 the proposal of the Griswold Ambulance. 
 
 This motion was not seconded at this time and will be brought up again under 
 any other business. 
 
g. Executive Session - to discuss current legal matters involving the Town 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to enter into 
 executive session at 6:54 PM to discuss current legal matters involving the 
 Town.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to come out of 
 executive session at 7:05 PM.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

5. Old Business – None 
 
6. Any Other Business that may properly come before the Board 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, to add under any other business, the agenda 
 item of expenditures involving the school roof and the ambulance contract.  D. Hill 
 suggested the number of $90,000 for the ambulance contract proposed by the Board of 
 Selectmen as well as the amount of $158,000 for the ambulance as proposed by the 
 ambulance be added into motion.  S. Mikutel amended his motion to include the amounts 
 suggested. Motion was seconded by D. Hill.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 The previous motion listed below was then brought forth for vote. 
 
 MOTION: Motion was made by S. Mikutel, to send forth the recommendation of the 
 Board of Selectmen to the Board of Finance to act on the school roof proposal as presented 
 by the School Building Committee and also send forth the issue of the Griswold Ambulance 
 contract, one of which was approved by the Selectmen and also the proposal of the Griswold 
 Ambulance.  Seconded by D. Hill.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by S. Mikutel, to bring onto the agenda 
 item of discussion of issues with the Bicentennial Committee.  Motion carried 
 unanimously. 
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 D. Hill noted his concern of lack of regular meetings being held by the Bicentennial 
 Committee and the preparation needed for the event.  D. Hill would like to see some form of 
 update from all boards and commissions.  S. Mikutel commented focus needs to be on the 
 Bicentennial Committee as that is how the motion was made.  S. Mikutel commented there 
 needs to be better communication with the committee. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to have a bi-monthly 
 report from the Bicentennial Committee forwarded to the Board of Selectmen.  Motion 
 carried unanimously. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to add to the agenda 
 under any other business the issue of new appointment to the Bicentennial Committee.  
 Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 S. Mikutel commented he has spoke with Alan Geer, who is a very active member of the 
 community, and he is willing to serve as a member on the Bicentennial Committee. 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to appoint Alan Geer as a 
 member of the Bicentennial Committee.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
7. Public Forum 
 
 Betty Knox – B. Knox wanted to know how much of the $90,000 that was offered to the 
 ambulance, would the ambulance actually see for operating costs?  D. Hill commented the 
 only thing being taken out would have been the $20,000 for the worker’s comp, so it would 
 be $70,000 to the ambulance and the bundle billing would remain in place.  B. Knox noted 
 that it was a reasonable amount and asked why the ambulance turned down that agreement.  
 P. Anthony commented the bottom line the ambulance was willing to accept was $158,000 a 
 year.  D. Hill noted they also requested a 5% increase for each of the next three years.  B. 
 Knox also inquired as to what the Plan B that was previously referenced was.  P. Anthony 
 confirmed, as noted by S. Mikutel, that they have been dealing with Griswold Ambulance 
 only.  The State Department of Emergency Services made it clear there would be no closure 
 till such time if and when Griswold Ambulance declares they cannot operate.  There was an 
 unsolicited offer that came forth from American Ambulance after seeing articles in the 
 newspaper.  It was noted to American Ambulance that the Board of Selectmen was working 
 in good faith with Griswold Ambulance.  P. Anthony did note the offer by American 
 Ambulance was for $50,000 for similar service as provided. 
 
 Ransom Young – R. Young presented the Board with an article regarding teacher’s salaries 
 being based on their performance and suggested the same policy be applied to the 
 ambulance.  R. Young also noted the idea of paying the teacher’s based on their 
 performance, be brought forth to the Board of Education. 
 
 Kevin Skulczyck – K. Skulczyck noted that he spent a lot of time in New London today 
 with the prosecuting attorney.  He stated there is or was a pending criminal investigation 
 against the selectmen in the Town of Griswold.  He then asked all three selectmen if they   
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 was the subject or witness of a criminal investigation?  S. Mikutel commented he is not   
 aware of such investigation.  D. hill commented he has been a witness of an investigation.  P. 
 Anthony commented he and two members of the Town Hall staff are subjects of an 
 investigation.  D. Hill commented he was a witness and investigated it and brought it 
 forward to the FBI and they sent it back, he then got a call from Mr. Kane at the State’s 
 attorney’s office who referred to fiscal affairs unit and it is still under investigation and will 
 not comment on it.  K. Skulczyck asked if there is an issue and you are aware of it, don’t you 
 have an obligation to bring it to the Ethics Commission.  D. Hill commented at this point he 
 is waiting for an outcome, because when you are in political office, people make allegations 
 and until they are fact would not recommend moving forward.  P. Anthony commented there 
 are allegations and involve other staff members and has been ongoing for a year and feels it 
 is politically motivated. 
 
 Joel Francoeur – J. Francoeur noted he is pleased to see Mr. Mikutel doing so well. 
 
 Norm Higgins – N. Higgins also commented his pleasure in seeing Mr. Mikutel feeling 
 better.  N. Higgins then commented that in five weeks we will be voting and let’s not have 
 so much under fighting but focus on what good can be done for the town. 
 
 Stuart Norman – S. Norman also wanted to go on record and thank Mr. Sylvestre for his 
 time and effort he has put into the Ethics committee and getting it started as well as many 
 other concerns he has addressed on behalf of the town. 
 
 Tom Bruner – T. Bruner noted the BOF has cut the money for the ambulance every year.  
 He also wanted to know if the BOF has the number provided by American Ambulance.  P. 
 Anthony commented they do not have the number, it has not been mentioned until tonight 
 and is strictly an unsolicited amount.  P. Anthony also commented he has no idea what the 
 BOF will do but it has to go forward to them.  T. Bruner asked if the BOF says no then it 
 does not go forward to referendum.  S. Mikutel noted that is correct.  T. Bruner asked if 
 money left from the $36,000 for bundle billing goes back.  P. Anthony commented it is a 
 drawdown account and goes back to the general fund.   
 
 Ann Kudelchuk – A. Kudelchuk noted she has run Altone’s restaurant for 31 years and she 
 has seen how quickly the ambulance responds and wants to know what will happen if the 
 ambulance is not there.  P. Anthony commented no one has ever questioned the quality of 
 service of Griswold Ambulance.  The BOS during this fiscal year proposed $65,000 to the 
 BOF in the budget for the ambulance, the BOF cut that to $20,000. That is what passed with 
 the budget.  The BOS has met several times with the representatives of the Ambulance to 
 work through questions and figures and the $90,000 contract which was offered was 
 proposed to the ambulance and rejected because the ambulance would not settle for less than 
 the $158,000 a year for three years with a 5% increase each year.  D. Hill commented he has 
 put a lot of research into this ambulance situation and suggested that if anyone has questions, 
 they should ask the ambulance for a copy of their financials.  D. Hill also noted the town is 
 required to provide ambulance service for 24 hours a day 7 days a week no matter what the 
 outcome. 
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 Brian Ayers – B. Ayers stated all the financial statements have been filed with the Town 
 and are on record with Guide Star.  B. Ayers commented they have not received figures from  
 the town on what was taken back by the town, from the $36,000 for the past ten years.  B. 
 Ayers commented it is illegal for the town to have an unsolicited amount given to them by 
 another ambulance company, regardless of whether you act on it or not. B. Ayers also 
 mentioned if the Griswold Ambulance sells the company the PSA goes with it to whomever 
 they sell it to.  P. Anthony commented it is his feeling that the state has to approve who gets 
 the PSA. P. Anthony did agree there was confusion with the accounting and handling of the 
 $36,000 for the bundle billing.  The $36,000 for bundle billing, however, is a drawdown. 
 
 Shannon Webster – Asked how the ambulance has been funded in the past and if it is a 
 donation.  P. Anthony commented that for the three times he has been in office, it is a fixed 
 budgeted amount which is approved that is approved by the BOF and then by vote on the 
 budget.  S. Webster then asked how the library is treated.  P. Anthony commented the 
 library and ambulance are private and treated similarly in the process of going forward to the 
 BOF and referendum.  S. Webster asked if they are both labeled as donations.  S. Mikutel 
 commented the library is listed under contributions and the ambulance is listed under 
 emergency services. 
 
 Ryan Hargraves – R. Hargraves asked if it is American Ambulance out of Norwich.  P. 
 Anthony commented he is pretty sure it is Norwich, but he has not looked at it in months. 
 
 D. Hill responded to S. Webster’s previous question and responded he has looked at the 
 reference in the ordinance 10.4 which notes any appropriation over $50,000 should require 
 affirmative vote at referendum and, if re-elected, he will guarantee the money for the library 
 goes to vote.  P. Anthony also noted the BOS did reduce the amount requested by the library 
 for the budget and it was increased by the BOF. 
 
 Helmi Robillard – H. Robillard commented there are three senior complexes within town 
 and wanted to know what price the town is going to put on life.  P. Anthony commented the 
 Board of Selectmen takes that very seriously and would not be working so hard with the 
 Griswold Ambulance if we did not.  P. Anthony assured, whatever happens, there will be no 
 gap of coverage.  The Board of Selectmen and the State will not allow it.  H. Robillard asked 
 what the response time would be if another service took over.  P. Anthony made it clear 
 again, that they have not given up on Griswold Ambulance.  D. Hill also noted the state has 
 certain response time limits that have to be met and if they are not met than the provider is 
 fined. 
 
 Joel Francoeur – J. Francoeur noted that Mr. Slater donated the library to the Town of 
 Griswold.  Thus, in doing so, he left an endowment for the library which a Board of 
 Directors for the library was appointed.  He commented that with the endowment the library 
 is supposed to be self sufficient, granted times change.  With that he asked, doesn’t the town 
 own the library?  P. Anthony commented the Town does not own the library. 
 
 Ryan Hargraves – R. Hargraves asked P. Anthony if he still had the email from American 
 Ambulance.  P. Anthony responded he believed he did and it would be public record. 
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 Tom Bruner – T. Bruner asked if American would be responding from the current 
 ambulance garage.  P. Anthony commented he is responding only according to what was in 
 the email and it is all upon what would happen if and only if Griswold Ambulance closed.  
 T. Bruner asked doesn’t American Legion own the lease on the building for another 50 
 years.  P. Anthony commented the original lease states the town can evict for just cause. 
  
   
8. Adjournment 
  
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to adjourn the meeting at 
 7:44 PM.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Lisa M. Wood, 
Executive Assistant 
 


