
 
Town of Griswold 

Board of Selectmen 
Regular Meeting 
October 8, 2013 

6:30 PM 
Downstairs Meeting Room, Town Hall 

28 Main Street, Jewett City 
 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call – Meeting was called to order at 6:33 PM by Philip E. Anthony, 
First Selectman 

 
 Members Present: Philip E. Anthony, First Selectman 
 Donald Hill, Third Selectman 
 
 Members Absent: Steve Mikutel, Second Selectman 

 
Others Present: Lisa M. Wood, Executive Assistant 
Tina Falck, Senior Center Director 
12 interested citizens 
1 member of the press 
 

2. Approval of Minutes 
 
a. September 24, 2013 – Regular Meeting Minutes 
b. October 3, 2013 – Special Meeting Minutes 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony, to approve the 
 September 24, 2013 regular meeting minutes and the October 3, 2013 special 
 meeting minutes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

3. Correspondence – Letter of resignation from Stacie Stadnicki from the Griswold 
Public Health & Safety Committee 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony, to accept the 
 resignation of Stacie Stadnicki from the Griswold Public Health & Safety 
 Committee.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

4. New Business 
 
a. Discussion and possible action on tax refunds as presented by Rich Grabowski, 
 Tax Collector 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony, to accept the tax 
 refunds as presented by Rich Grabowski, Tax Collector.  Motion carried 
 unanimously. 
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b. Discussion and possible action on sending a request to the Board of Finance to 
 consider funding a new roof for Jewett City Fire Department as part of the 
 Capital Improvement Projects – P. Anthony commented there was an informal 
 discussion held last week with members from JCFD, Board of Finance, Borough and 
 the CIP.  He acknowledged there is no precedent on this subject.  Tim Sharkey 
 commented the original estimate was $30,000 - $32,000 but there will be an 
 additional amount for an estimate for an electrician to uninstall and reinstall the solar 
 panels on the roof.  Lori Sorder commented that she does not feel the Borough will 
 need the funds at this time.  This issue came to light at budget time and there was 
 discussion at that point as to whether or not this should be a capital improvement 
 project.  The Borough Freemen agreed to a tax increase at budget time to establish 
 the funding.  However, there is concern over future projects that may come up and 
 how they should be handled.  Perhaps there should be some protocol set up for what 
 future projects may qualify for CIP projects.  T. Sharkey also mentioned the JCFD 
 serves as a shelter and is not handicap accessible and has been trying to reach out  for 
 grants to comply with handicap modifications.  D. Hill commented because 
 Griswold is a reservation bordering town they could reach out to Board of Indian 
 Affairs for money.  P. Anthony commented it is also worthy to explore the avenue of 
 donations from organizations or tribal communities. 
 

 c. Discussion and possible action on proposed charter revised 10/1/2013 – P.  
  Anthony commented this is a revised copy of the proposed charter which took in  
  some previously noted comments.  He also noted there was not one positive  
  comment received from the residents or staff on the first proposal.  P. Anthony  
  suggested reviewing the new proposal and having a discussion at the next meeting 
  and the possibly forming a committee to review it.  He also noted the Greater  
  Norwich Area Chamber of Commerce has offered to hold a public forum on this  
  subject when a final document is provided.  D. Hill noted he agrees on the idea of  
  forming a committee and having them research other towns that have enacted a  
  Charter or decided against it and why. 
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony, to table  
  discussion and possible action on proposed charter revised 10/1/2013.  Motion  
  carried unanimously. 
 
 d. Discussion and possible action on revised proposed ordinance for town-based 
  businesses – P. Anthony noted this ordinance was originally defeated.  A new  
  paragraph “D” has been added to address some of the issues that were brought up.   

 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony, to table  
 discussion and possible action on revised proposed ordinance for town-based 
 businesses. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 
 



Town of Griswold 
Board of Selectmen 
October 8, 2013 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

Page 3 of 5 
 

 
5. Old Business – None 
 
 
6. Any Other Business that may properly come before the Board 
 
 a. MOTION:  Motion was made by P. Anthony, seconded by D. Hill, to bring onto the 
  agenda for discussion and possible action, the issue of the old town hall site.  Motion 
  carried unanimously. 
 
  P. Anthony commented the site has been sitting dormant.  It had been looked into  
  using it for a recreation/senior center.  T. Falck commented she had thought at one 
  time that was the ideal site for such.  P. Anthony commented the A-2 survey that  
  came back on project would not have allowed the site to meet the setback   
  requirements needed and be able to provide ample parking.  P. Anthony suggested 
  sending it to the Space Needs Committee for review of property use or marketing  
  purposes. 
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony, to send the old 
  town hall site for review to the Space Needs Committee.  Motion carried   
  unanimously. 
 
 b. MOTION:  Motion was made by P. Anthony, seconded by D. Hill, to bring onto the 
  agenda for discussion and possible action an issue regarding the Bicentennial  
  Committee.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
  P. Anthony commented he passed out a brochure tonight of Plainfield’s   
  Tercentennial Celebration.  He noted the Griswold Bicentennial Committee agreed 
  there is so much work to do, they would suggest that the original board by the  
  Executive Board and that multiple sub-committees be formed to handle specific  
  tasks. 
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony, to allow the  
  Bicentennial Committee to form Sub Committees to help with the bicentennial  
  celebration.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
7. Public Forum 
 
 Norm Higgins – N. Higgins commented real thought and discussion should happen about 
 the buildings owned by the fire departments.  We need to address the issue of bringing the 
 buildings through the next 100 years and modernizing them to meet the needs of the 
 community such as being handicap accessible. 
 
 Joe Foye – J. Foye asked P. Anthony to confirm what old town hall site he was referring to 
 earlier.  P. Anthony commented, Riverside School site, not Pachaug Town Hall site. 
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 Betty Knox – B. Knox commented the Board of Finance put the issue of the ambulance 
 back to the Board of Selectmen and wanted to know where that stands.  P. Anthony 
 commented the Board of Finance took no action on either of the proposals that were 
 forwarded to them regarding the ambulance issue.  B. Knox also referenced the e-mails 
 received by P. Anthony that he mentioned at the last meeting he had received and were   
 unsolicited.  B Knox commented the e-mails indicate negotiations were taking place with 
 American Ambulance and several face to face meetings with Greg Allard took place.  She 
 commented the meetings and negotiations are illegal by both parties.  She made reference to 
 bringing in a company that has the same moral and ethical standards that are in this town.  P. 
 Anthony commented the statement is a lie and he has never met with Mr. Allard.  Also, there 
 were never any negotiations.  Negotiations mean parties involved sitting down to develop a 
 plan and come to an agreed amount.  The email was misunderstood as there were no 
 negotiations noted.  The emails come in unsolicited.  The state requires a contingency plan 
 and pertinent information has been provided for that possible situation.  At no time, did any  
 negotiating take place.  B. Knox agreed she would get a copy of the e-mails. 
 
 Philip Flowers – P. Flowers asked where the Town is at with providing ambulance service.  
 P. Anthony commented the BOS proposed, after several meetings with the ambulance, the 
 $90,000 which was 2.5 times more than they currently received and only $2000 less than 
 what was requested in their original budget proposal.  That was turned down by the 
 ambulance as they stated they needed a minimum $158,000 with 5% increase for each year 
 after that.  The BOS reached out with the offer as the budget, as voted on by the residents, is 
 already approved and in place.  Both proposals went to the BOF, who chose to take no action 
 on either proposal.  There is a contingency plan in place should the Griswold Ambulance 
 close their doors.  P. Anthony noted he would be open to talking with Griswold Ambulance 
 again, but he speaks only for himself.  D. Hill noted Griswold Ambulance asked for $92,000 
 in the original budget and if that was there original proposal, how did they get to $158,000.  
 There was confusion over bundle billing, but the bundle billing remains in place and is 
 separate and is a drawdown up to $36,000.  D.  Hill also noted the ambulance has failed to 
 contact the state to request their payments from Medicare/Medicaid go up on these runs, the 
 town has offered them gas at the garage at a cheaper rate, which they have failed to take 
 advantage of.  P. Flowers stated he feels the public is not aware of this because there is 
 nothing out there on paper.  P. Anthony commented there has been a lot of misinformation 
 out there that does not serve our town.  P. Anthony noted they try to stick to the facts and 
 offer the facts to the public at meetings. 
 
 Ransom Young – R. Young made note about schools not being able to bring forward the 
 following year a budget that is less than the current year.  If the ambulance agrees to a 
 certain amount can it be decreased in following year?  P. Anthony commented it would be in 
 the form of a contract that would be good only for the term of the contract and would have to 
 be renegotiated when the contract expires.  D. Hill commented you also have to deal with the 
 state when contracting with the ambulance since the state is in control of the PSA. 
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 Kevin Skulczyck – K. Skulczyck inquired as to the possibility of using the calling system in 
 place by the school to contact residents about events or situations in town.  He suggested 
 having forms available at the election that could be filled out by residents who wish to be 
 placed on the call list.  P. Anthony commented the school does have a system that we have 
 used before for emergency situations.  D. Hill mentioned he agrees it would be good use for 
 emergency as there was an amber alert in town the other night.  It was mentioned by L. 
 Wood that this issue was previously discussed with Mr. Anthony and may be able to be done 
 on the same system the school uses.  However, a separate database would have to be 
 created which would be a time consuming project that perhaps a summer youth worker could 
 do. 
 
 
8. Adjournment 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by D. Hill, seconded by P. Anthony, to adjourn the 
 meeting at 7:35 PM.  Motion carried unanimously. 
  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Lisa M. Wood, 
Executive Assistant 


