
Town of Griswold 
 

Board of Selectmen 
Regular Meeting 

November 22, 2011 
6:30 PM 

Downstairs Meeting Room, Town Hall 
28 Main St., Jewett City, CT 

 
 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 
 

Prior to the opening of the first meeting of the newly elected BOS, Mr. Anthony, thanked Theresa Madonna for 
her hard work during her past years of service and welcomed new member Donald Hill, and acknowledged 
looking forward to working with him in the years to come. 

 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call – First Selectman, P. Anthony, called the meeting to order at 6:31 PM 

 
Members Present: P. Anthony, First Selectman 
Steven Mikutel, Second Selectman 
Donald Hill, Third Selectman 
 
Also Present: Lisa M. Wood, Executive Assistant 
Thomas Giard Jr., Economic Development – Chair 
Paul Lach, Economic Development – Vice Chair 
Peter Zvingilas, Zoning Enforcement Officer 
Courtland Kinnie, Planning & Zoning Commission 
Larry Laidley, Planning & Zoning Commission 
10 interested citizens, and 1 member of the press 
 

2. Approval of Minutes 
 
a. November 15, 2011 - Special Meeting Minutes  
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by P. Anthony, to approve the 
 minutes of the November 15, 2011 Special Meeting as submitted.  P. Anthony and S. 
 Mikutel in favor, D. Hill abstained.  Motion carried.   
 

3. Correspondence – Letter from Planning &  Zoning Commission, dated November 7, 2011 – 
letter stating concerns of the Planning & Zoning Commission switching over to new legal 
services of Suisman & Shapiro and are requesting continued use of present legal counsel Atty. 
Mark Branse 
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4. New Business 

 
  a. Discussion and possible action on tax refunds as presented by Rich Grabowski, Tax  
  Collector – There were no concerns and a motion was made. 
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to approve the (two)  
  tax refunds as presented by the Tax Collector.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
  b. Discussion and possible action on appointment of members to School Building  
  Committee – P. Anthony commented the School Building Committee members are all up 
  for re-appointment and has no concerns with doing so.  The names of Peter Dorff,  John  
  Faulise Jr., Elizabeth Longacre, Erik Kudlis, Lou Rubino, Sharon Hvizdak, Heather Edge 
  and Frank Everett Jr. were read into the record by L. Wood, Executive Assistant, as those 
  members to be re-appointed as submitted by Frank Everett Jr., Chairman of the School  
  Building Committee.  S. Mikutel commented the existing members have put in a lot of  
  hard work and has no concerns over re-appointing them. 
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to re-appoint those  
  members to the School Building Committee as read by the Executive Assistant.  Motion  
  carried unanimously. 
 
  c. Discussion and possible action on re-appointment of Thomas Giard Jr. as a member 
  of the Economic Development Commission for a five year term which began   
  1/25/2011 and will expire on 1/24/2016 – P. Anthony and S. Mikutel both spoke   
  favorably of Mr. Giard’s service on the Economic Development Commission. 
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to re-appoint Thomas  
  Giard Jr. as a member of the Economic Development Commission for a five year term  
  which began 1/25/2011 and will expire on 1/24/2016.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
  d. Discussion and possible action on re-appointment of Paul Lach as a member of the  
  Economic Development Commission for a five year term which began 3/11/2010 and 
  expires 3/10/2015 – P. Anthony spoke favorably of the re-appointment and there were no 
  concerns by anyone else. 
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill, to re-appoint Paul  
  Lach to the Economic Development Commission for a five year term 3/11/2010 –  
  3/10/2015.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
  e.  Discussion and possible action on re-appointment of Courtland Kinnie as a member  
  of the Inland Wetlands and Conservation Commission for a four year term   
  beginning 12/1/2011 and will expire on 11/30/2015  -  P. Anthony and S. Mikutel both  
  spoke favorably of re-appointing Courtland Kinnie. 
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  MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by P. Anthony, to re-appoint  
  Courtland Kinnie as a member of the Inland Wetlands and Conservation Commission for  
  a four year term beginning 12/1/2011 and ending on 11/30/2015.  Motion carried  
  unanimously. 
 
  f. Discussion and possible action on re-appointment of Stacie Stadnicki as a member of 
  the Inland Wetlands and Conservation Commission for a four year term beginning  
  12/1/2011 and will expire on 11/30/2015 – P. Anthony spoke favorably of the re-  
  appointment. 
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by P. Anthony, to re-appoint  
  Stacie Stadnicki as a member of the Inland Wetlands and Conservation Commission for a 
  four year term beginning 12/1/2011 and expiring 11/30/2015.  Motion carried   
  unanimously.  
 
5. Old Business  
 
  a. Discussion and possible action on appointment of member of Board of Selectmen to  
  serve on the Open Space Land Acquisition Committee – 11/01/2011 – 10/31/2014 –  
  P. Anthony supported the interest of D. Hill to serve on the Open Space Land Acquisition 
  Committee.  D. Hill confirmed his interest in serving on this Committee as a   
  representative of the Board of Selectmen. 
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by P. Anthony, to appoint Donald 
  Hill as its representative on the Open Space Land Acquisition Committee for a three year  
  period of 11/01/2011 – 10/31/2014.  Motion carried unanimously. 
   
 b. Discussion and possible action on correcting the term of appointment for Gary  
  Serdechny as an alternate of the Inland Wetlands and Conservation Commission for 
  a two year term of 12/01/2011 to 11/30/2013, rather than a four year term as   
  previously appointed – S. Mikutel commented it was previously thought to be a four  
  year term and moved forward with a motion. 
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by P. Anthony, to re-appoint  
  Gary Serdechny as an alternate member of the Inland Wetlands and Conservation   
  Commission for a two year term of 12/01/2011 – 10/31/2013.  Motion carried   
  unanimously. 
 
  c. Discussion and possible action on proposed Board of Selectmen 2012 Regular  
  Meeting Dates – The selectmen reviewed the dates and it was discussed not meeting on  
  the 2nd regular meeting date for the month of December 2012 as it falls on Christmas Day.  
  It was mentioned a special meeting can be scheduled if need be. 
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by P. Anthony to approve the  
  Board of Selectmen 2012 meeting dates as compiled by the Executive Assistant with the  
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  exception of 12/25/2012 to meet regularly on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month at  
  6:30 PM.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
  d. Discussion and possible action on implementing a Griswold Business Incentive Plan  
  – T. Giard Jr., Chairman of the EDC, spoke briefly about the Plan which was developed  
  by the EDC along with consultants back in 2009. The document has been previously  
  accepted by the BOS with some minor changes and needs to go to Town Meeting for  
  approval.  S. Mikutel questioned the tax abatement on personal property.  Personal  
  property is everything other than the real property and what would be listed on a property 
  declaration.  The particular industry would impact what is personal property and what the 
  value of the property is. The entire incentive plan is based on what other towns are  
  offering and seven years for the abatement is what our competition is using.  T. Giard  
  confirmed for D. Hill that similar plans have been tried in other towns and have been  
  successful.  There is no penalty for a business that leaves after seven years of the   
  program.  You cannot avoid that potential but there are not many businesses that have  
  done that.  P. Lach commented it is similar to other towns and the Town Planner had  
  reviewed models from neighboring towns.  S. Mikutel asked if the BOF has supported  
  this document.  T. Giard suggested sending it to the BOF for review and then come back  
  before the BOS to set a meeting date.  S. Mikutel commented he wants the Town Planner  
  as well as Mr. Giard present for the Town Meeting to explain the plan and answer any  
  questions residents may have. 
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by D. Hill to table this item.   
  Motion carried unanimously. 
  
6. Any Other Business that may properly come before the Board 
 
  a. MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by P. Anthony, to bring onto the  
  agenda for discussion and possible action, the item of filling the BOS seat vacancy on the 
  Space Needs Committee.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
  S. Mikutel commented the BOS representative to the Space Needs Committee was  
  Theresa Madonna and now needs to be filled.  He commented the Committee reviews  
  parcels in the land and the needs of the town and will make recommendations on the use  
  of those parcels.  
 
  MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by P. Anthony, to appoint Donald 
  Hill as the Board of Selectmen representative to the space Needs Committee to replace  
  Theresa Madonna.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
  b. MOTION:  Motion was made by P. Anthony, seconded by D. Hill, to bring onto the  
  agenda for discussion, the item of changing the town’s attorney and the concerns of  
  members of the Planning & Zoning Commission.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
  Planning & Zoning Commission member, Larry Laidley, spoke about the experience that  
  Atty. Branse has and the excellent working relationship with him.  They can call Atty.  
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  Branse off hours and he is always available for help when needed.   He has done due  
  diligence to the town and the P&Z Commission feels it is important to keep him.  P&Z  
  Commission member Courtland Kinnie, also spoke in favor of how helpful Atty. Branse  
  is and the number of years he has served the town.  He is also a speaker at a special  
  seminar and all members of town land use commissions are invited to attend, as well as  
  the Town Planner.  The costs the Town would have to pay otherwise are figured to be  
  $7000 per year.  Atty. Branse has been a good investment for the town.  P. Anthony  
  commented as a P&Z  member himself, for eighteen years, confirmed how extremely  
  responsive Atty. Branse has been and how he has held his fee schedule down for the  
  town.  P. Anthony commented if the town were to keep on one attorney, he would  
  recommend Atty. Branse. 
 
7. Public Forum 
  
 Marien Boule – Thought money was allocated to tear down Plastic Wire and Cable.  P. 
 Anthony commented the town has been denied twice on two grant applications.  There is one 
 grant pending. T Giard commented there is $80,000 the town is trying to transfer from a previous 
 grant and is seeking state approval to do that.   That money then becomes matching money.  The 
 town is getting close to having the funds for demolition.  There are also talks with potential 
 buyers to help with the demolition.  P. Anthony commented Main Street Grant money can only 
 be used for the downtown beautification. 
 
 Ransom Young –  Spoke about networking among town commissions and the assessed value of 
 gravel banks going up 700% with the most recent revaluation. 
 
 Norm Higgins – Commented on the respectability of the newly elected Third Selectman Don 
 Hill and his nickname of Hill Billy.  Mr. Higgins mentioned that the Recreation Department now 
 has the option for people to donate money, as a scholarship, to a specific cause to help those who 
 cannot afford to participate in town activities.  Mr. Higgins would like to see that money also be 
 allowed to be used for seniors and town programs that may not be able to participate in.  He 
 suggested working it out with the school department to be a town wide fund raising project.  Mr. 
 Higgins also expressed his confidence and respect for the Suisman & Shapiro law firm the town 
 has just secured for services.  D. Hill commented his nickname comes from serving as a resident 
 trooper in the Town of Sterling. 
 
 D. Hill also suggested to Mr. Ransom that he apply to appeals Boards that are available to him in 
 regards to the taxes of the gravel businesses. 
 
 Norm Sylvestre – Commented on a site on Taylor Hill Road, across from the Island Packy, that 
 has eight unregistered vehicles on the property.  He did report that site before and no action has 
 been taken.  S. Mikutel asked what the P&Z Commission has done to address those problems and 
 if Atty. Branse was representing at the time.  Mr. Sylvestre commented P&Z and Atty. Branse 
 have done nothing.  S. Mikutel commented that addressing these issues with the Boards and 
 enforcing our town regulations is something that was addressed while interviewing perspective 
 law firms.  D. Hill commented that a complaint regarding the junk yards should be filed with the 
 state police as they are in violation of the Connecticut General Statutes.  Mr. Sylvestre 
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 commented he has contacted the police and nothing has been done.  D. Hill suggested following   
 
 up with the commander at the barracks or filing a complaint form.  Mr. Sylvestre commented it is 
 the duty of the town to make sure our regulations are followed. 
 
 Peter Zvingilas - (Zoning Enforcement Officer) – questioned the status of securing demolition 
 of the property located across from the High School.  P. Anthony commented the Finance 
 Director is still working on securing a bid package for demolition. 
 
8. Adjournment 
 
 MOTION:  Motion was made by S. Mikutel, seconded by P. Anthony, to adjourn the meeting at 
 7:32 PM.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Lisa M. Wood,  
Executive Assistant 


