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GRISWOLD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
AND BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
PUBLIC HEARING & COMBINED SPECIAL MEETING   
MINUTES AUGUST 18, 2010 GRISWOLD TOWN HALL 
 
I. PUBLIC HEARING (7:00 P.M.) 

 
1. Call to Order of the Economic Development Commission 
 
Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr. called this combined public hearing to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Roll Call 
 
Present: Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr., Jetmore Paul Lach, Chris Hargus, Town Planner Carl 

Fontneau, and Recording Secretary Donna Szall. 
 
Absent:  Vice Chairman Melvin, Matthew Baber 
 
3. Determination of Quorum 
 
There was a quorum of the Economic Development Commission for this public hearing. 
 
AND  

 
1. Call to Order of Board of Selectmen 
 
First Selectman Philip Anthony, Jr. called this combined public hearing to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Roll Call 
 
Present: Philip Anthony, Steve Mikutel and Theresa Madonna  
 
3. Determination of Quorum 

 
There was a quorum of selectmen for this public hearing. 
 
4. Matter Presented for Public Comment 

 
A. The April 2010 Municipal Development Plan and current project priority list intended to be a 

long term funding support document used by the Department of Economic Development to 
assist the town with monies to enhance projects that create tax base and job creation in four 
action areas in the Borough and the Town. A Combined Special Meeting of the Economic 
Development Commission and the Board of Selectmen will follow to discuss approval or 
enactment of this Municipal Development Plan. The MDP will be summarized by consultant 
TPA Design Group during hearing. The full document is available for review at the Town 
Clerk and the Planning and Community Development Office. 
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T. Giard asked Bert Sacco of the TPA Design Group to present the April 2010 Municipal 
Development Plan and current project priority list. 
 
B. Sacco explained that the Economic Development Commission and the town planner had 
discussed over several meetings in 2009 to develop the Municipal Development Plan (MDP) 
and the priority list of projects to present to keep current with local and global economic and 
property ownership realities.  He stated that the MDP is used as a tool to help a community to 
obtain funding from the State, DEP and CEDC. He explained project boundaries and the four 
priority locations: Triangle Wire and Cable, Wyre Wynd, Slater Mill and the Downtown Area. He 
explained the Environmental Assessment for Triangle Wire and Cable and the remediation 
necessary to develop the site for development as light industrial and or housing.  He explained 
the new industrial and heavy commercial uses for the Wyre Wynd site as well as to develop 
surplus land and the Slater Mill site to develop the vacant surplus land for industrial and heaving 
commercial uses.  He explained what was required for the Downtown action area such as uses 
of vacant parcels, building façade improvements, new streetscape construction and lighting, re-
development of the upper floors, more organized parking, and improvement of traffic flow at 
intersections. He explained the project costs B. Sacco explained that the MDP will help to 
provide opportunities for new development as well as remediation and blight removal, make 
land available for new buildings, employment growth and business expansion, creating new tax 
revenues and positive economic development momentum. He stated that the MDP will help to 
acquire funding through the State of Connecticut.  He stated that the MDP is in accordance with 
the Towns Plan of Conservation and Development as well as with the Regional Plan of 
Conservation and Development. 
 
T. Giard stated that there are two letters that should be read into the record.  He read the letter 
from the Southeastern Council of Governments into the record that the MDP is consistent with 
their regional plan of development.  P. Anthony read the letter from the Planning and Zoning 
Commission into record that the MDP is consistent with the Town of Griswold Plan of 
Conservation and Development. 
 
P. Anthony asked the Board of Selectmen for their comments and questions.   
 
S. Mikutel commented that the town needed more 55 plus housing for the elderly since they 
wanted to live in their community. He stated that he was in favor of the MDP and that it would be 
an asset to the community.  He stated that a report by Main Street USA did a report for the main 
street development program and was never implemented because the business community was 
not behind it.  He stated that active involvement of the business community is necessary and he 
was glad that the downtown was on the list. He stated that the key areas have been addressed 
in the MDP and he endorses this plan which will be instrumental in obtaining grants.  There was 
discussion of this matter. 
 
T. Madonna asked B. Sacco to explain the phrase enterprise corridor zone, and asked if TPA or 
EDC thought about defining a specific enterprise zone to give us an opportunity to go for other 
sources of funds. B. Sacco stated that that was next, the downtown group should define what 
that might be and then establish an enterprise corridor.  B. Sacco stated that when case comes 
into a community than folks can get together to use that cash efficiently and to get additional 
funds when stimulus funds become available.  There was discussion of this matter including that 
there is a I-395 Enterprise Corridor that provides tax incentives for that specified area. 
 
T. Madonna asked about the identification of a business or industrial park.  B. Sacco stated that 
it is one of the potentials for the Triangle Site and is large enough to be subdivided into lots for 
industrial businesses and It depends on the marketplace for this type economic development.   
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B. Sacco explained that for 55 plus housing, there is difficulty for the elderly to sell the house 
they are in and when houses become in demand then those houses can be sold when the 
recession ends.  There was discussion of this matter including that Jewett City has the highest 
per capita populations in the state. 
 
T. Madonna asked how the development of assisted living or more senior housing relates to 
your definition of economic development and had the four specific facets; and that it is not 
economic development.  B. Sacco explained that it is not economic development because the 
people are already here; but you don't want to lose the dynamism of the community either.   
 
T. Giard stated that Paul, Chris and he have sat through these meetings over the last few year 
and met with Bert occasional with updates.  He stated that this study was paid for with a grant 
specifically for this study; and it helps the town to apply for funding.  He stated that this 
document allows us to expand in the future.  There was discussion of this matter listing other 
areas of expansion that are in addition to the four project.   T. Giard stated that he supports this 
document and that the other members of the commission support this document and that this 
document be approved later this evening. 
 
P. Anthony asked B. Sacco about the railroad access, Triangle was mentioned.  He stated that 
Wyre Wynd has frontage on a railroad.  B. Sacco stated that it is a plus and that P & W Railroad 
is the best in the state and works to establish customers for rail use. He stated that warehousing 
and distribution companies would use rail transportation. 
 
P. Anthony stated that he endorses this plan and that the Economic Development Commission 
and the town planner have worked hard on this plan and he thanked them all for their hard work. 
He thanked B. Sacco for his excellent presentation. 
 
P. Anthony asked for comments from the public. 
 
Charlotte Geer asked how many apartments would be at the St. Mary School.  C. Fontneau 
stated that there would be 25 apartments. She supported more elderly housing in town.  She 
stated that Wyre Wynd would be a better industrial site. She stated that Triangle site being on 
the water would make a better site for a residential uses or a college or university to that site to 
revitalize the area.  B. Sacco stated that it is difficult to attract a new collage to the area but a 
college branch is possible but there is the residential option for the Triangle site. P. Anthony 
stated that the current owners have thought about luxury condos on the water and commercial 
on the street side. C. Geer was supportive of the façade program for downtown because of the 
derelict buildings in town. There was discussion of this matter including that the facades would 
be consistent with the history of the town.  
 
Frank Connelly asked if the town has taken over Wyre Wynd.  P. Anthony stated that it is still 
privately owned.  F. Connelly asked about the electric plant.  P. Anthony stated that the electric 
plant is privately owned by Summit Hydro Company; and he stated that Ken Sullivan of Jewett 
City DPU is speaking with Summit Hydro for a possible sale of the electric plant to them. F. 
Connelly asked if the town gets money from Summit.  C. Fontneau stated that Summit is selling 
power back to the grid but had a co-generation arrangement with Wyre Wynd. 
 
Lorie Sorder asked about a possible building of convalescent care or nursing care facility and if 
it is under consideration at all.  B. Sacco had no knowledge.  P. Anthony stated that there is a 
new space needs committee that will find locations for all the needs of the town for various uses 
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such as senior center, elderly housing etc.  He stated that the old convalescent home is up for 
sale and that it being explored. 
 
Ed Burke asked if anyone knew what the cultural make up of the community is.  He stated that it 
should be considered when deciding the kind of development to bring to the town.  He did not 
want to see development such as Wal-Marts coming to town. He would like to see specialty 
commercial development especially on Main Street.  He stated that the town needs to determine 
what the community wants to become and what direction the town wants to go in and target that 
kind of development. P. Anthony stated that is why we are here tonight and it is a goal and the 
vision is developing and our commercial district needs a lot of work.  He stated that there is 
interest in the old theater as a playhouse to bring plays to town to bring people downtown.  E. 
Burke stated that it should be thoughtful development and plan for it.  T. Giard stated that there 
never was a tool or vehicle to make that happen.  He stated that this MDP will help the town in 
Hartford to obtain funds to obtain an identity for the town.  E. Burke stated that he totally 
supports this plan.  B. Sacco stated that the town has a Plan of conservation and development 
and the MDP follows that plan of conservation and development  
 
Tim Shockey asked why the plot on the side if Wyre Wynd has not included in this project 
boundaries.  C. Fontneau stated that it is not usable land and has environmental issues when it 
was a textile mill and there is arsenic in the soil and can be used for industrial but not 
residential.  B. Sacco stated that the boundaries can be amended to include that parcel of land if 
it works with Wyre Wynd; the plan is not fixed but can be amended.  C. Fontneau stated that 
there are wetlands and some of it is in the flood zone.  T. Shockey asked if there would be a 
Quinebaug river walk. B. Sacco stated that the DEP wants towns to recognize that there should 
be public access to the water as public space. 
 
Frank Connelly asked what does down town main street redevelopment mean.  T. Giard stated 
that the UConn students did a study for potential uses for downtown such as parking, signage 
for parking and if parking is not available or aware that parking exists, people don’t' stop.  He 
stated that the facades for the buildings, streetscapes, decorative lighting, and creating al fresco 
locations by blocking alleyways to change the atmosphere of the town to make it more 
appealing as well as support the identity of the town.  There was discussion of this matter 
including learning from the mistakes and successes of other towns by maintain the downtown. 
 
John Connelly asked if the Baptist Church would be considered in part of the revitalization of 
downtown or is it a separation of church and state. P. Anthony stated that this church is in the 
middle of the downtown area, then the revitalized downtown should be included as part of the 
whole.  B. Sacco stated that there would be funding available for private entities to obtain 
funding separately or as a group for façade programs. He sited the Cathedral in San Francisco 
that received funds. 
 
P. Anthony made a motion to close the public hearing.  S. Mikutel seconded the motion. All 
were in favor.  Public hearing was closed at 8:15 p.m. 
 
T. Giard made a motion to close the public hearing. P. Lach seconded the motion. The public 
hearing was closed at 8:15 p.m. 
 
II. COMBINED SPECIAL  MEETING (Immediately following the public hearing) 
 
1. Call to Order of Board of Selectmen 
 
First Selectman Philip Anthony, Jr. called this combined public hearing to order at 8:16 p.m. 
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2. Roll Call 
 
Present: Philip Anthony, Steve Mikutel and Theresa Madonna  
 
3. Determination of Quorum 

 
There was a quorum of selectmen for this combine special meeting. 
 
1. Matter Presented for Consideration 
 

Discussion and Action on the April 2010 Municipal Development Plan and current project 
priority list intended to be a long term funding support document used by the Department 
of Economic Development to assist the town with monies to enhance projects that create 
tax base and job creation in four action areas in the Borough and the Town. A Combined 
Special Meeting of the Economic Development Commission and the Board of Selectmen 
will follow to discuss approval or enactment of this Municipal Development Plan.  

 
S. Mikutel stated that he gave his endorsement of the MDP and it focuses on the key areas that 
can help revitalize the community with the exception of the current I-395 Enterprise Corridor.  
He made a motion that the Selectmen approve the final draft of the Municipal Development Plan 
dated April 2010.  T. Madonna seconded the motion.  All were in favor. The motion carried. 
 
T. Madonna made a motion to adjourn. S. Mikutel seconded the motion. All were in favor. The 
selectmen adjourned at 8:16 p.m. 
 
AND  
 
1. Call to Order of the Economic Development Commission 
 
Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr. called this combined special meeting to order at 8:16 p.m. 
 
2. Roll Call 
 
Present: Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr., Jetmore Paul Lach, Chris Hargus, Town Planner Carl 

Fontneau, and Recording Secretary Donna Szall. 
 
Absent:  Vice Chairman Melvin, Matthew Baber 
 
3. Determination of Quorum 
 
There was a quorum of the Economic Development Commission for this combined special 
meeting. 
 
4. Matter presented for consideration. 
 

A. Discussion and Action on the April 2010 Municipal Development Plan and current project 
priority list intended to be a long term funding support document used by the Department 
of Economic Development to assist the town with monies to enhance projects that create 
tax base and job creation in four action areas in the Borough and the Town. A Combined 
Special Meeting of the Economic Development Commission and the Board of Selectmen 
will follow to discuss approval or enactment of this Municipal Development Plan.  
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C. Hargus made a motion to approve the April 2010 Municipal Development Plan and current 
project priority list.  P. Lach seconded the motion. All were in favor. The motion carried. 
 
5. Approval of Minutes 
 

A. Minutes of Regular Meeting of  June 30, 2010 
 
T. Giard asked for any corrections or omission.  C. Hargus made a motion to accept the 
minutes. P. Lach seconded the motion. All were in favor. The motion carried. 
 
C. Fontneau stated that the EDC should speak with the BOS to approve a project which will be 
using spare funds for the DEP assessment funds to fill to gap to get the demolition funds 
through the DECD.  Now there is a plan this project can be formally endorsed by the selectmen.  
He asked for consensus from the EDC. The EDC was in consensus to go forward with this plan. 

 
6. Adjournment 
 
T. Giard asked for a motion to adjourn. C. Hargus made a motion to adjourn. P. Lach seconded 
the motion. All were in favor. The meeting of the Economic Development Commission 
adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 Donna M. Szall 
 Recording Secretary 


