28 Main Street
Guiswold, € 06351
Phone (860) 376-7060, Faxe (860) 376-7070

GRISWOLD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES MARCH 20, 2013 GRISWOLD TOWN HALL

I. REGULAR MEETING (7:00 P.M.)

1. Call to Order

Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr. called this regular meeting of the Griswold Economic Development Commission to
order at 7:00 p.m.

2. Roll call

Present: Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr., Paul Lach, Erica Bevis, Planner Mario J. Tristany and Recording
Secretary Donna Szall

Absent: Kevin Skulczyck

3. Determination of Quorum

T. Giard stated that there is a quorum for this regular meeting of the Economic Development Commission.

4. Approval of Minutes

A. Minutes of Regular Meeting of November 28, 2013
T. Giard asked if there were any corrections or omissions:
MOTION: E. Bevis moved to accept the minutes of November 28, 2013. P. Lach seconded the motion. All were

in favor. The motion was carried.

5. Correspondence

There was no correspondence
6. Matters Presented for Consideration
A. Discussion of ongoing Hotel activity on Route 164.

T. Giard asked M. Tristany to update the commission. M. Tristany stated that there has been some positive
movement on the hotel that was approved two years ago and it is looking more and more favorable. T. Giard
stated that we have sewer across 1-395. M. Tristany stated that water is coming from Route 138 on SR-630. T.
Giard asked if the waterline was large enough for the expansion on Route 164. MT explained that when a
large building that requires a sprinkler system, there is a need for a supplemental water storage either below
ground or above ground in a tank. He stated that he is looking at grant programs so the water system can be
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looped back to the intersection of Route 164, Route 138, and Pleasant View Road utilizing the water tank on
Taylor Hill Road. T. Giard asked if it will go under I-395. M. Tristany stated yes since we ran sewer under the
bridge over Route |—395. He stated that Jewett City Water Company is not interested since there is no return
in dollars to them. E. Bevis asked what was meant by positive movement. M. Tristany explained that it has to
do with the financing that the developer shared with him confidentially at this time.

B. Discussion of Puthnam Economic Development

T. Giard stated that K. Skulczyck volunteered to speak with the Putnam economic director and he was to
present this information. T. Giard asked that this be on the agenda for April.

C. Discussion of update on Memorandum of Understanding with Department of Public Utilities

M. Tristany passed out copies of the MOU. T. Giard stated that he attended the BOS meeting a few weeks ago.
He explained that this is a vehicle was given the BOS several months ago and that it has had no movement. He
stated that at the BOS meeting he asked where the MOU was. P. Anthony indicated that there were still
unanswered questions after more than eight months have passed. T. Giard stated that he attended the
burgess meeting and found that they were not totally aware of what was going on. T. Giard stated that he
made a presentation of the MOU. T. Giard stated that the BOS at their last meeting the MOU was discussed
and that the JCDPU will do a study to find out if it is legally, financially, and if it makes sense with 101
guestions; and they will move this forward. T. Giard stated that K. Sullivan will do the study and T. Giard asked
him to define the length of the study and update us on a monthly basis. M. Tristany stated that the length of
time was 6 to 8 months; and that L. Demicco wanted correspondence to go through the first selectman and he
was looking at an 8 month period. M. Tristany stated that they will be doing the study in-house rather than
use a consultant. P. Lach asked what the study will prove. M. Tristany stated that K. Sullivan told him that the
JCDPU had a fiduciary responsibility to the rate payers in the borough not to go up on their rates. There was
discussion of this matter including that the cost of operations go up and with a limited group of rate payers,
the rates will go up without additional commercial users.

M. Tristany stated that he had obtained grants of $3 million for the waste treatment plant upgrade. He stated
that there were smaller grants to do a regional study because the State required the study because if three or
more communities use the facility it was considered a regional facility. P. Lach asked the capacity of the
facility. M. Tristany state that they are way under capacity and | didn't know the capacity of the plant; and that
K. Sullivan stated that as the capacity goes up the cost goes up. M. Tristany stated that the more users there
are the more fees paid in. There was discussion of this matter.

T. Giard stated that we'll stay on top of the study that the JCDPU will be doing and keep us abreast of this.
D. Discussion update of STEAP grant for downtown streetscape improvements

M. Tristany stated of the $200,000 grant, $139,066 has been spent with a balance of $60,934. He explained
that C. Fontneau filed for a main street investment grant and what towns will receive this grant will be
determined next month. He stated that this was for the lighting part of the Main Street Plan and the balance
of what is remaining was earmarked for the lighting project. M. Tristany stated that the light stanchions will
have an arm for banners for businesses to purchase with their name; there needs to be design criteria. T.
Giard stated that there is a design for the logo in the selectman's office. T. Giard stated that for the business
banners, the BOS should determine which businesses want to purchase a banner before we spend any money.

T. Giard asked for the price of the whole lighting project. M. Tristany stated that he will find that out. He
explained that it would purchase equipment, lighting structures. He stated that the grant must be completed
by June 30 and if we are successfully getting the Main Street grant. He stated that it will be led and computer
controlled. T. Giard stated that the street lights will be removed from Main Street and the new lights will be
used. P. Lach asked who will provide power. M. Tristany stated that the LEDs are cheaper to operate that the
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sodium street lights. P. Lach stated that the cost will balance out with the new lights. M. Tristany stated that
the LEDs can be controlled for brightness. T. Giard asked where the computer module will be housed. M.
Tristany stated in the town hall where it will be fed from two different parts of the Main Street by RF signal. P.
Lach asked when and who will be putting up the planters and who will pay for it. T. Giard stated that DPW will
put them back it. T. Giard asked the BOS who will be planting the boxes. There was discussion of this matter.

E. Report of activity from the Space Needs Committee

E. Bevis stated that the space needs has not met for a couple months. She stated that the report is done. She
will get a copy of the report to the EDC for the next meeting.

T. Giard stated that we have visitors and asked for any comments. Ryan Aubin, YFS & Recreation Director gave
an update on the study reporting that it had been approved at the last meeting of the space needs and which
to date, it has not been given to the BOS. He stated that it was urgent because the youth center lease is
running out. E. Bevis will get a copy for everyone.

Richard Geer stated that they are interested in what is happening in town and what obstacles that you have to
get things started; He stated that we need more people to this meeting and especially the BOS meetings to
talk to them to get them going in the right direction. T. Giard stated that it was necessary to keep the ball
rolling to get things accomplished.

M. Tristany stated that the Geer Tree Farm now has an events venue on their property on Oakville Road; and it
is breathtaking and should put Griswold on the map. T. Giard wished them good luck. R. Geer stated that we
never have gotten involved but it is important that we go to meeting to talk to business men in town to help
the town. T. Giard stated that everyone brings a different idea or opinion on topics and the more people to
share their thoughts the better it works out.

T. Giard thanked M. Tristany as the new town planner and we are glad to have him on board; he is still part
time suggesting a fulltime planner for the new budget so M. Tristany can be on a full time basis'. M. Tristany
stated that he told the BOS that he did not have a problem burning his own time. M. Tristany stated that the
read the Triangle Demo project over the weekend and he met with Tighe and Bond and the First Selectman
regarding the specifications and a photographic inventory is required for the State Historic Preservation Office
because of the state grant. He stated that there is a 45 day comment period and a public hearing will be the
first Tuesday in April. T. Giard asked D. Szall to email EDC members when the Public Hearing date and meeting
is set.

7. Adjournment
T. Giard asked for a motion to adjourn.

MOTION: E. Bevis moved to adjourn. P. Lach seconded the motion. All were in favor.
The meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna M. Szall
Recording Secretary

Griswold Economic Development Commission
Minutes March 20, 2013 Page 3



