28 Main Street
Guiswold, € 06351
Phone (860) 376-7060, Faxe (860) 376-7070

GRISWOLD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

MINUTES MARCH 21, 2012 GRISWOLD TOWN HALL

I. REGULAR MEETING (7:00 P.M.)

1. Callto Order

Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr. called this regular meeting of the Griswold Economic Development Commission to
order at 7:00 P.M.

2. Roll Call

Present: Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr., Paul Lach, Chris Hargus, Erika Bevis, Town Planner Carl Fontneau, and
Recording Secretary Donna Szall

Absent: Kevin Skulczyck

3. Determination of Quorum

T. Giard stated that there was a quorum for this regular meeting of the Economic Development Commission.

4. Approval of Minutes

T. Giard asked for any additions, corrections or omissions to the minutes. He asked for a motion to approve the
minutes. E. Bevis so moved. P. Lach seconded the motion. All were in favor. The motion was carried.

5. Workshop
A. Discussion of revised Kent & Frost Contract Tasking

T. Giard asked C. Fontneau for his update. C. Fontneau explained that the logo was changed to incorporate the
Slater Library for the banner and a copy of the logo was attached to the read-along. T. Giard asked E. Bevis to
show the logo to the library. She will do so.

C. Fontneau explained that the contract for $60,000 in the contract for the Main Street Banners. He stated that
the largest task was to design and engineer created the site plan for the front of the Town Hall and for the parking
in the rear of the building. He stated that it would include costing to obtain grants and other fundings for an
example of the Main Street Plan.

C. Fontneau explained there are amendments to the STEAP Grant to increase the time frame from June to
December of this year. He stated that the EDC has discussed using the uncommitted monies. He stated that there
is $90,000 left to the grant of which $60, 000 will be for the tasking to design the Town Hall front with funding left
over for the information kiosk and for banners and flags and a few other things. P. Lach stated that the banners
should be completed by April 15, so that they would be up to coincide with the American Legion Home grand
opening. C. Fontneau stated that P. Anthony wanted to have a Main Street stakeholders meeting before the
meeting on
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Tuesday. C. Fontneau stated that he would try to set up a meeting for Friday at Noon, or Monday 3:00 or 3:00
Tuesday for the Main Street stakeholders. P. Lach asked what was to be discussed at this meeting. C. Fontneau
stated that whether it was the best idea for spending the $60,000 in this direction. T. Giard stated for the design
engineering. He stated that he understands Phil's political position. There was discussion of this matter.

It was decided to be held on Friday at Noon. C. Fontneau will send out email notices to those stakeholders to
come to the Friday meeting.

T. Giard stated that we is to take this end of Main Street in conjunction with the new American Legion that the
town hall was a good starting point and then push up main street when monies become available. C. Fontneau
passed out the final report from Kent & Frost and asked for them back if members did not want to keep the report.
E. Bevis asked the number of banners that are going up. C. Fontneau stated that the numbers are in the report
and essentially the banners will be at Fanning Park and across the railroad overpass.

Al Geer explained that the flags go up on the holidays. He stated that the borough ordered new flags that are the
same size as before. He stated that he will find out the size of the flags. He stated that the banners require
permission to put of the banners. T. Giard stated that these are pole banners where one will be on the railroad
overpass coming off the poles coming across the bridge and at the town hall giving a more inviting look at this end
of the town.

P. Lach was concerned that the banners will not be up until the summer. C. Fontneau stated that we lost Griswold
Now who committed to planting the planters. T. Giard stated that they folded ant that it was in the paper. C.
Fontneau stated that he has tried to get the plants for free. P. Lach asked about getting a maintenance contractor
to take care of the planters. There was discussion of this matter. E. Bevis recommended Albert Basilicatto who
was honored for cleaning up Main Street of trash.

A. Geer stated that Ken Sullivan will order six flags for now and order more flags later. He stated that the flags are
2 ft. by 4 ft. C. Fontneau stated that we wanted to order 3 x 5 with non-furling poles. A. Geer stated that the poles
would have to fit the brackets on the poles. There was discussion of this matter.

T. Giard stated that we have to someone and perhaps the youth center. A. Geer suggested that the seniors could
be asked. E. Bevis stated that she could have the youth center participate. C. Hargus stated that he did something
like that for parks and recs. when he was young and does the town have a parks and rec. E. Bevis stated yes and
that it is run by Aubin. P. Lach stated that there is the guy who cleans up Main Street. E. Bevis stated that was
who she was speaking about. A. Geer stated that Al was honored a few years ago. There was discussion of this
matter including that the maintenance was for watering and weeding. T. Giard stated that it can be a planting
party. C. Fontneau stated that it can be a planting party. P. Lach stated that the big wigs will be here in May for the
American Legion Housing grand opening according to Bill Czymr.

T. Giard stated that C. Fontneau will come up with the plants. T. Giard asked if the road crew was filling the
planters. C. Fontneau stated they will bolt down the planters and put the spacers in there. D. Szall suggested that
potting soil be used to avoid weeds right off. There was discussion of this matter.

C. Hargus asked if there was any strategy of advertising. C. Fontneau stated that Griswold Now was to adopt the
planters. T. Giard stated that some of the business can adopt the planters near their businesses. A. Geer stated
that some of the North Main Street businesses were asking when they would get benches and planters.

T. Giard stated that at noon on Friday, the stakeholder meeting, we will discussion the Town Hall design for the
front and dedicating the money for it, and if there is no opposition we can go the BOS and everyone is in on board
who wanted to come. T. Giard asked if the banners have been approved by the BOS. C. Fontneau stated yes the
logo was approved by the BOS in this form. P. Lach asked if the colors were picked. C. Fontneau stated that it
would be green or a single color. He stated that he thought that the logo design was included the layout for the
banners but doesn't so now we are waiting for additional money for the layout. T. Giard asked if the $60,000 is
part of the money for the banners if it is not approved on Tuesday. C. Fontneau stated not for the banners but that
we can go ahead with the flags and he is getting bids for the flags. There was discussion of this matter including
that banners can be ordered and the logo can be added to the banners.

C. Fontneau stated that this task for the town hall is a rider to the existing contract and we are time pressed to be
able to enjoy it.
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B. Discussion of 226 East Main Street Status

C. Fontneau stated that he has not heard about the pending grant application. He will contact Ned Moore for a
time frame for award. He explained that David Kagen the developer of the assisted living facility is getting quote
for a more detailed plan. He stated that it needs to fit on the lot and it creates a $15 million building with 50 to 80
permanent jobs. He stated that we need the demolition grant, we will lose the EPA grant and end up back to
square 1 four years ago and we will lose the developer. He stated that if this happens we will lose any future
funding with the DECD. He state that we have DEP and EPA money and we need DECD money which is the
smallest amount. T. Giard asked if he has spoken to any of our legislators for help because we are at a place
where we need this money. He asked if he spoke with Steve Mikutel. C. Fontneau stated that he will call Steve. A.
Geer stated that he has a cell phone number. D. Szall stated to turn off the recorder for A. Geer to give out the
private number. C. Fontneau stated that for 266 East Main Street does need a zone change to add this assisted
living facility use to the Industrial Zone through letter from the EDC s to the Planning and Zoning Commission to
consider in their next zoning change session. There was discussion of this matter. T. Giard asked C. Fontneau to
write the letter to Planning and Zoning.

C. Commerce Report

C. Fontneau stated that there is a liquor store application with a unique interpretation of the zoning regulations
that the P & Z did not intend for the distance between churches and liquor stores if those uses were in the same
parcel or the same building. C. Fontneau stated that common language would cover that; and that we will get a
ruling from the town attorney.

C. Fontneau stated that the hotel developer and owner spoke to him about some hopeful finance; but that he has
not heard from them for about two weeks. He stated that there was a possible warehousing facility but that they
have not been able to work out land prices in town and they have moved one.

C. Fontneau explained that the 102 unit condo project for Pleasant view had a site plan modification has been
approved by Planning & Zoning; the changes that were made improve the project and also make the project in 3
phases where the letter of credit has been reduced. He stated that Aspinook View had a new approved for the
remaining 19 units to built and a variance was granted by ZBA with conditions to insure that the site plan
improvements would be completed.

D. Status of Business Incentive Ordinance

C. Fontneau explained that the tax abatement ordinance there were letters from the board of finance. He
explained that Peter Dorff had reading questions and his letter is attached to the read along; and though that the
board of finance should be included in the loop. C. Fontneau stated that these would make the application a longer
process were the developer would end up going to another time. He stated that that a statute was the basis of
this tax abatement. He stated that in Stonington, the Selectman has the sole authority to grant any tax abatement.
T. Giard asked how we would handle this. C. Fontneau asked if we should modify any of Dorff's comments to be
added to the April 2009 abatement ordinance. He stated that he will look at it to possibly modify it. T. Giard
stated that he did not agree with the simultaneous application to P & Z and Tax abatement. C. Fontneau stated
that this could take at least six months for a P & Z application; the developer could be gone before any approvals
could be issued. There was discussion of this matter. T. Giard stated that if it puts too many bumps in the road and
is not a benefit to the application process we won't use any of it since we don't want to reinvent the wheel again.

C. Fontneau stated that the business incentive, he sent a letter to Louis Demicco Il and has not heard anything
from him regarding the Sewer Authority and buy-in tie-in fees. There was discussion of this matter. T. Giard will
speak with Eric Christiansen regarding the substantiating documents for the money obtained from grants by the
Town to the sewer commission. There was discussion of this matter for reduced buy-in tie-in fees for development
in the town.

E. Space Needs Committee Report

E. Bevis stated that the space needs committee did not meet this month. She stated that she went to the March
membership meeting and that the senior center project that P. Anthony, at this meeting, stated that the grant is a
go; but there are no site plans or whether the building can hold a second story. There was discussion of this
matter including that an 8-24 review was not obtained from the Planning & Zoning Commission.
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E. Bevis asked about the ambulance building at the senior center. T. Giard stated that Bill Czmyr stated that they
will be keeping the building to have a unit there and operating out of two locations.

T. Giard stated that for the Open Space Land Acquisition Committee has looked at a DEEP grant time frame. C.
Fontneau stated that there is a DEEP open space grant that is due in June and there is no land sales agreement
which is needed before you can go after any land for any reason. T. Giard stated that the committee next to the
senior center is available. C. Fontneau stated that it cannot be obtained by an open space grant it must be used
for open space use. T. Giard asked if it could be used for parking. C. Fontneau stated that parking is not open
space.

C. Fontneau stated that there are 18 acres of land with no frontage that is useless in its present form and that can
be obtained with a sales agreement. T. Giard asked if Haven Health owned that parcel. C. Fontneau stated that it
has another owner and that it only has approximately 6 acres that is usable; a third is in the flood plain and a third
is a sloped. T. Giard stated that the Open Space Land Acquisition committee meets the first Wednesday.

C. Fontneau stated that the Recreation Commission and he are meeting tomorrow to go over the small town
owned pieces that ate any good for recreational purposes of if they are good for suggestion for sale for a house lot.
T. Giard asked when it will be meeting. C. Fontneau stated that they will probably meeting in his office at 5:30 p.m.

6. Correspondence

T. Giard asked if there was correspondence that C. Fontneau would like to bring up. C. Fontneau stated that the
commission members have CEDAS membership to attend workshops at a reduced rate and that there is an all day
workshop on March 28 at N.U. in Berlin, Connecticut and asked if members would like to attend. There was
discussion of this matter.

C. Fontneau stated that the Connecticut Main Street office by John Simone is moving to Hartford in the N.U. office
and is involved with the legislative money that Steve Mikutel and | are trying to monitor.

P. Lach asked if C. Fontneau had seen Pleasant View there the pipeline at the light and it is caving in again. C.
Fontneau stated that the Griswold Public Works made that repair because there is case law that the quality of
roadways is a town issue and not the developer's issue. He stated that he will tell Todd Babbitt, Superintendent of
roads.

E. Bevis stated that up on North Main Street, the owner of the antique shop and that the EDC with the benches
stated that they felt left out and that they would like benches, trash bins, and planters. T. Giard explained that this
go round of funding was for an arbitrary line that ended at Fanning Park. He stated that we can apply for more
funding and North Main Street can be included then. E. Bevis stated that the business owner suggested having
information brochures or advertising of the businesses in town. T. Giard stated that there was no money for that
time of thing but that there will be an information kiosk in front of the town hall where brochures can be located.
C. Fontneau explained that the MDP action plan set the artificial ending of Main Street was at the St. Mary School.
There was discussion of this matter.

7. Adjournment

T. Giard asked for a motion to adjourn. E. Bevis so moved. C. Hargus seconded the motion. All were in favor. The
meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna M. Szall
Recording Secretary
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