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Phone (860) 376-7060, Fase (860) 376-7070

GRISWOLD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING APPROVED MINUTES
GRISWOLD TOWN HALL APRIL 15, 2015

I. REGULAR MEETING (7:00 P.M.)
1. Call to Order

Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr. called this regular meeting of the Griswold Economic Development Commission to
order at 7:00 p.m.

2. Roll Call

Present: Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr., James W. Barnie, Charlotte Geer, Town Planner Mario J. Tristany and
Recording Secretary Donna Szall

Absent: Paul Lach, Christopher Goodenough,

3. Determination of Quorum

T. Giard stated that there was a quorum for this regular meeting of the Economic Development Commission.

4. Approval of Minutes

A. Approval of meeting minutes of February 18, 2015
B. Approval of minutes of March 18, 2015 no quorum.

T. Giard asked for any corrections or omissions on the minutes J. Barnie stated that there was a typo on the
last page reading board of selection should read board of selectmen.

MOTION J. Barnie moved to approve the minutes of February 18, 2015 and March 18, 2015 as corrected. C.
Geer seconded the motion. All were in favor. The motion was carried.

5. Public Comment

T. Giard asked if there was anyone who would like to make public comment. There was no one present to
make a public comment.

6. Matters Presented for Consideration

A. Discussion and update of a Town of Griswold Commercial Small Business Revolving Fund

T. Giard stated that the revolving fund is alive and well. The first selectman will set up a BOS meeting to discuss
this matter and have Jason Vincent of the NCDC in Norwich to explain and discuss and problems for this type
of revolving fund. He stated that there will be a notice for this public meeting.

T. Giard stated that at the round table meeting last week, there were two representatives of the State
Economic Development Commission discussed the status of the Change Wind Corporation as well as to explain
that there is an Express Program where a business can apply for up to $400,000 on the fast tract express grant
within 40 days. He stated that the first $100,000 is a grant and the remainder is a low-interest loan. He stated
that when our revolving loan program is up and going, a legitimate business can receive matching funds
through the Express Program.
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T. Giard gave an update on the Change Wind situation. The State is still waiting for Change Wind to
submit certain documentation. M. Tristany stated that if the pro forma information is submitted to the
State, the funding can go forward. T. Giard stated that part of the Change Wind program is selling you
the wind turbine and the buyer will sell back the electricity and there will be credits. M. Tristany stated
that they are selling them and there are the buyback electricity generation tax credits. There was
discussion of this matter and that the land is owned by a holding company.

B. Discussion and update of STEAP grant downtown streetscape improvements

Mario gave an update that the Governor announced the third round of awards; and that the Town did
not receive the funding this go round. He stated that there should be one or two more.

C. Continuation of review of potential zoning impediments to economic development.

T. Giard asked for comments from members. J. Barnie stated that he wanted information about the cul-
de-sac text amendment. T. Giard explained that he had attended the public hearing voicing the
Economic Development Commission’s support of this text amendment. He also explained that he had
suggested that there be a road ordinance be drafted for road standards designed for heavy truck
vehicles for industrial/commercial construction. J. Barnie asked why the town would want to take
ownership of the road but keep the road in private ownership for maintenance of that road.

T. Giard asked that if the developers, after the construction of the road built to town specifications that
the town has to take possession of the road. M. Tristany stated that the applicant has not submitted
any conceptual layout for that development and that the property is zoned C-1 commercial so
technically anything industrial cannot go on that property. J. Barnie suggested to institute a policy that
industrial or commercial parks, the developer is responsible to building the road to a set standard but
are responsible for maintain that road. M. Tristany stated that the regulations stated that you cannot
have a building lot without frontage on a town road. M. Tristany stated that Pleasant View is a private
road but that it is built to the town standards through the Planning and Zoning Commission. There was
discussion or this matter including that third-party inspection is required for town roads.

T. Giard stated that the public hearing has been continued to the next meeting. He asked C. Geer of any
impediments to economic development. C. Geer stated she didn’t see any impediments right now and
each decision is on a case by case basis.

J. Barnie stated that the number of rooftops is part of attracting a developer. He stated that there were
zoning changes that change from R40 to R60 and R60 to R80. He stated that if you had 100 acres for
housing, he suggested cluster development for housing that could be placed on 25 acres and the
remaining land could be still used agriculturally. There was discussion of this matter.

T. Giard stated housing will only inflate the school budget. M. Tristany stated that there are 102 units
on Pleasant View. He stated that it will make the Route 164 area sweeter. J. Barnie stated that he would
like to see the farm land preserved. T. Giard stated that it is hard to sell property where there is no
public water and sewer. C. Geer makes it so much easier so that developers go to other towns for
available water and better buy-in-tie-in fees. She stated that our image is a problem; the down town
image is so depressed. She stated that we need something to come it to kick start development. She
stated that she heard rumors about Trader Joe’s. M. Tristany stated that Trader Joe’s requires 100,000
rooftops in a ten mile radius. J. Barnie stated that the downtown has buildings that look like they are
falling down and this does not bring the area up. M. Tristany stated that if you make something better
that the other landowners would follow along. There was discussion of this matter including fines for
blighted buildings.
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T. Giard stated that what is downtown in terms of business; there are no stores to do businesses. There
used to be all kinds of businesses that would bring you to come downtown. There was discussion of this
matter.

D. Discussion regarding the selection of an economic development consultant.

T. Giard stated that we have $5,000 in the budget to use before the end of the fiscal year. J. Barnie
asked if the $5,000 can be rolled over. T. Giard stated no. C. Geer stated how far can $5,000 go?. T.
Giard stated that he spoke with Jennifer Donovan who is a grant writer in Sprague and asked if she
would right grants for Griswold. She asked what the project was and that a project was needed in order
to find the funding. M. Tristany stated that this is the biggest problem is that the Town does not put any
moneys towards projects. He stated that other towns contribute funding for grants. There was
discussion of this matter.

T. Giard stated that the leadership must be able to have foresight for development. M. Tristany stated
that there is not continuity. J. Barnie stated that is there no continuity because there is no long range
plan. He cited examples from the capital improvements board. He stated that capital improvements
have developed a 20 year plan and laid out the funding needed to bring the infrastructure on a plan. He
stated that the hardest problem is getting the town to fund it. M. Tristany stated that monies funding
the schools for 20 years, if 1 percent of that total was funded for the town, Main Street would be done.
There was discussion of this matter.

T. Giard stated that his pet project is a solar farm and roll other things into the bonding. J. Barnie stated
that a solar farm is only a tiny piece. He stated that a comprehensive plan is needed. T. Giard stated
that there is no political fortitude to back this. C. Geer stated that a satellite college campus would be
good and the solar farm could power that and then a store. T. Giard stated that the larger parcels
owners who owe property in town are willing to sit on these parcels. There was discussion of this
matter.

C. Geer asked if the new state representative would have more pull. T. Giard stated that what is needed
a leader with a lot of drive to go after things. There was discussion of this matter.

T. Giard stated that there is UCFS, and American Ambulance, and interest from Assisted Living Facilities.
M. Tristany stated that they did not want to pay the taxes on Haven Health Care. There was discussion
of this matter.

T. Giard stated that we have until June to come up with a program for the grant writer to tie it to
economic development. M. Tristany asked about the RFP for the realtor. D. Szall stated that there is an
RFP on line for realtor services. There was discussion of this matter.

J. Barnie asked about the waterline on Route 164. He asked if the main was going to be replaced to
Route 138. T. Giard stated yes up to the school or the intersection. T. Giard stated that we want it to go
up Route 164 to meet the main on SR630. J. Barnie asked if a grant writer right a proposal for
engineering services to design this water extension, then next year, the grant writer can write a proposal
from the engineering data for monies to implement the engineering plan. T. Giard stated that the town
planner could write a RFQ for engineers. M. Tristany stated that even with the loop there is not
adequate pressure and flow and any fire suppression for developers would need a storage tank. C. G
stated that the first phase for planning could be done. There was discussion of this matter.

T. Giard will call her up and see if she is open to this. M. Tristany stated that you should ask for a
resume of the grants she has obtained. T. Giard stated that she can get money for whatever you need
and she finds the money. M. Tristany stated that he just filed a grant for some Brownfield money.
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8. Correspondence

There was no correspondence.
9. Other Matters

T. Giard stated that Chris Goodenough has sent T. Giard an email regarding his resignation. T. Giard
read this for the record. T. Giard asked for a motion to accept letter of resignation.

MOTION: J. Barnie moved to accept Chris Goodenough’s letter of resignation and for the Commission
send him a letter of appreciation to be signed by all of the members. T. Giard asked D. Szall to write the
letter. He asked for the vote. All were in favor. The motion was carried.

T. Giard stated that East Coast Auto was an open hearing to move to Business Park Way. T. Giard stated
that he spoke on behalf of that as a resident. J. Barnie asked if we should send a letter recommending
approval. T. Giard stated no, and that the engineering firm is doing a good job representing the
applicant. T. Giard stated that he had made the point that it was residential next to commercial. He
stated that the argument should have been when this subdivision was being approved. M. Tristany
stated that one of people stated that when it was approved it was for a specific type of development.
He stated that Bill Stetson stated that the proposed development would help improve the drainage
problem on Edmond Road. J. Barnie stated that near Exit 86 there is the same problem. There was
discussion of this matter.

T. Giard asked about the business summit in June. J. Barnie had never been to the Overlook; is it really
the place to have a summit. T. Giard stated that it will be in a tent. C. Geer stated that it is an
invigorating location. T. Giard stated that he spoke to Bowman and asked about doing June or July. T.
Giard stated that the speaker will speak on Green Energy. J. Barnie stated that we stated the other at 6
pm. and June should be better than July for air temperatures. T. Giard asked if there was a quick way to
get a mailing list. M. Tristany stated that there were no addresses on this list. C. Geer asked if there
were established speakers and if there were space restrictions on capacity. T. Giard stated that K.
Skulczyck was looking for the speakers and that T. Giard thought that it would be 40 or 50 people. There
was discussion of this matter including that there is a meeting in May.

10. Adjournment

T. Giard asked for a motion to adjourn.
MOTION: C. Geer moved to adjourn the Griswold Economic Development Commission J. Barnie
seconded the motion. All were in favor. The meeting adjourned at 8:19 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna M. Szall
Recording Secretary
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