28 Main Street
Guiswold, € 06351
Phone (860) 376-7060, Faxe (860) 376-7070

GRISWOLD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES MAY 15, 2013 GRISWOLD TOWN HALL

I. REGULAR MEETING (7:00 P.M.)

1. Call to Order

Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr. called this regular meeting of the Griswold Economic Development Commission to
order at 7:00 p.m.

2. Roll Call

Present: Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr., Paul Lach, Kevin Skulczyck, Charlotte Geer, Town Planner Mario J.
Tristany and Recording Secretary Donna Szall

Absent: Erica Bevis

3. Determination of Quorum

T. Giard stated that there is a quorum for this regular meeting of the Economic Development Commission.

4. Approval of Minutes

A. Minutes of Regular Meeting of November 28, 2012

T. Giard asked for a motion. P. Lach moved to approve the minutes. K. Skulczyck seconded the motion. All
were in favor. The motion was carried.

5. Matters Presented for Consideration

A. Discussion of Putnam Economic Development

T. Giard explained that K. Skulczyck will give a presentation. K. Skulczyck stated that Delphi Ray handles
community and economic development who met with him and Ryan Aubin. She explained what types of
activities that Putnam did within the town and their development projects. He explained that they took a part
Putnam in the antiquing district, and transitioned the area into restaurants with nationally know antique
shops. He stated that all their events centered on this area. He explained that they have a water park area
that they use for Providence Water Fires and that this can be used on the river at the Veterans Park. K.
Skulczyck stated that Putnam offers a lot of promotion of all their activities within their area. T. Giard asked
who funded the radio station. K. Skulczyck stated that it was a privately owned AM station. T. Giard stated
that radio stations depend on advertising by businesses. K. Skulczyck stated that for our area, may people still
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listen to WICH. K. Skulczyck stated that Putnam does not offer incentives to business only the advertising
through their local paper and the radio. T. Giard asked if her position is a paid position. K. Skulczyck stated
yes. T. Giard asked if she had a staff. K. Skulczyck stated that she has one assistant. T. Giard asked K.
Skulczyck to put out a list of bullets to highlight things that could roll over here. He said he would do that and
that he has also reached out to who will offer ideas. C. Geer asked if the radio station would need a high
elevation. K. Skulczyck stated it would work.

B. Discussion of "Cost/Risk" Benefit Analysis

T. Giard stated that this is a spin off from a letter received from K. Skulczyck. T. Giard stated that K. Sullivan is
here and that this situation as it stands; we had a meeting 3 weeks ago discussing the impact of the buy-in tie-
in-fee and we talked about a change of direction from a MOU to a self-created DPUC economic development
scale whereby a developer interested in the town would go the DPUC for a preset opportunity to present to
the developer to create an incentive. T. Giard stated that K. Sullivan sent a potential document to their
attorney, and that he would contact us when he gets it back. K. Sullivan stated that he wants to get this from a
draft to something his board can approve. He stated that he would run it by the Borough for their consent and
then by the EDC. T. Giard stated that he emailed K. Sullivan that he would like t o look at the document before
it is approved.

T. Giard stated that we will put this on the back burner until we hear from K. Sullivan hopefully by our June
20" meeting. K. Sullivan stated that he should have something by then. K. Skulczyck stated that he wanted to
see success for all of us.

C. Report of activity from the Space Needs Committee

T. Giard stated that E. Bevis is not here; but stated that the final report was given to the Selectmen nothing has
been heard yet so the space needs committee is in a neutral position right now. M. Tristany stated that he
reviewed the document but he had not heard anything more.

o

Correspondence

A. Letter dated April 3, 2013 from K. Skulczyck. This was discussed earlier.
B. Information dated October 18, 2013 from Attorney Glenn Carberry

T. Giard stated that there is a copy in our packets. M. Tristany stated that Glenn sent this to him and his firm
does a lot with economic development and he has a presentation that gives to various groups in the region.
He asked if we would be interested to hear this presentation. M. Tristany stated that we could invite planning
and zoning, inland wetlands and the board of selectmen to here this presentation for next month. T. Giard
suggested that the borough officials be included on this mailing list. K. Skulczyck asked if there are any
projects that Attorney Carberry has any projects in Griswold or Hewett city. M. Tristany stated no; he did
have projects in Norwich.

T. Giard asked for a motion to authorize the town planner to meet with Attorney Carberry.

MOTION: K. Skulczyck moved to authorize the Town Planner to invite Attorney Carberry to make a
presentation at a time and date to be determined by the Town Planner to invite Key Commission members and
Town and Borough officials. P. Lach seconded the motion. All were in favor. The motion was carried.

7. Other Matters

T. Giard asked if K. Sullivan had any comments. K. Sullivan stated that if the commission had any questions, to
come to him so that they will get the facts of the matter. K. Skulczyck stated that K. Sullivan is quick to get
back to you. C. Geer stated that she lives on Oakville Road and that there are two enormous fir trees hanging
over the wires. K. Sullivan stated that that area is under CL&P service. P. Lach stated that Paul Brycki would be
the first contact. C. Geer stated that she spoke to P. Brycki. T. Giard stated that she could speak to Todd
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Babbitt, Road Superintendent. P. Lach stated that CL & P will be doing tree trimming in Griswold. C. Geer
stated that she spoke with a crew and the problem was that the trees were on private property and the
homeowners don't have the money to pay for them. K. Sullivan stated that if the trees are in the CL&P wires
and that is the context that an energy company will enable that to cease. There was discussion of this matter.
T. Giard suggested that she speak to Todd Babbitt.

T. Giard asked if there was anything else. M. Tristany stated that the bid openings were today for the Triangle
PWC at 226 East Main for the demolition and remediation. He stated that there was a mandatory pre-
inspection at the site where there were 16 contractors and we received 11 bids that ranged from $380,000 up
to $750,000. He stated that Tighe and Bond will pick up the bid packages to look through them for meeting the
requirements and proper licensing; we will make an award at the end of the month. T. Giard asked how long it
will take. M. Tristany stated that it will be 90 days for removing foundations and for remediation of the soil.
T. Giard asked about the interest for the assisted housing. M. Tristany stated that he emailed David Kagen that
we where we stand on the demolition; he emailed me back and that he is looking for federal startup money.
He is still very interested.

T. Giard asked for an update on the hotel. M. Tristany stated that a public hearing is set for June 10 and that
M. McKinney was apprehensive about the change. M. Tristany explained that 270 day filing deadline and with
the economy tanking the 270 days went by. He stated that this would require that the application go through
the whole approval process again based on information from the town attorney. M. Tristany explained that
there has been interest in the restaurant pad but without the hotel they would not come to Griswold. M.
Tristany stated that this arbitrary 270 day deadline will be removed from the regulations to encourage
economic development easier for developers to come to town. K. Skulczyck stated that M. Tristany has done
an amazing job since you have been here since February; and we need to get the word out to taxpayers who
are dying for development in town and who are concerned what we will do for next year.

C. Geer stated that that would change that whole corridor and it would be the first domino to start things
changing.

M. Tristany stated that there is a C-2 Zone that is the Vocatura property; the other property is zoned C-1 which
allows for medical services but C-2 does not. He stated that C-2 was designed along a state highway for
automotive and the likelihood of that happening on Route 164 will not happen. We had a group looking to
build behind the Americinn and the lot was too small and they were looking at apiece on 164 and the P & Z
had some issues with the non-profit status. M. Tristany explained that they usually have a branded pharmacy
that usually locates in close proximity; and if they locate out there, there could be a major 4 or 5 star pharmacy
out there as well. M. Tristany stated that by changing the zoning regulations to allow medical services within
the C-2 opens the opportunities so we don't have to turn somebody away. T. Giard stated that the public
hearing will be on June 10, 2013 at 6:45 pm to take testimony and he encouraged EDC members to attend this
public hearing. M. Tristany suggested that the EDC take a formal vote to endorse the change.

MOTION: K. Skulczyck moved to vote to endorse the changes in the text amendment and a letter to the P & Z
on behalf of those changes to be read at the public hearing. P. Lach seconded the motion. All were in favor.
The motion was carried.

C. Geer asked which restaurants were interested in the hotel. M. Tristany state that there was Friendly's
Applebee's and a few other ones. K. Skulczyck asked about Red Robbin; M. Tristany stated that they are
interested a couple years ago but has heard nothing from them. C. Geer stated that she wondered by there
was no restaurant near the Americlnn; and that it would be a good location. There was discussion of this
matter.

K. Skulczyck suggested that something be put on the website for available commercial property in town. T.
Giard suggested a list of existing businesses and available land. C. Geer suggested putting the demographics on
the website for Griswold, Voluntown and Lisbon and traffic counts and that we are near world class
entertainment. There was discussion of this matter. T. Giard asked if M. Tristany explore a subscription to
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that publication. M. Tristany stated that he will look into it since it is very pricey but it is a good tool. K.
Skulczyck asked if it could be shared with the three towns. T. Giard stated that we need some factual numbers
and then approach the Board of Selectmen.

K. Skulczyck stated that there is a new restaurant by a young man, Pavlos Karatkasanis who has moved here
from New York; it was formerly Rubino's. M. Tristany stated that he looked at the restaurant with Peter
Zvingilas and that he will be serving beer and wine and the restaurant has a 50 people. K. Skulczyck stated that
with the patio this can be expanded and this is year round restaurant. C. Geer state that they are working hard
and it is a big improvement.

M. Tristany stated that an elderly man came to his office asking about sign regulations because he is opening a
shop where he builds and repairs clocks and he has clients from New York and New Jersey and all over the
country specializing in repairing antique clocks. C. Geer stated that his shop next to the Laundromat on North
Main Street.

K. Skulczyck stated that Griswold Now has been a business group for about 3 years; he is the local coordinator
and that they are taking a passive approach meeting with business and promotion on Facebook and it is a free
service for our community; we have had an awesome response. We meet 4 times a year and the first meeting
is sometime in June. There was discussion of this matter.

T. Giard gave an update on the streetlights. He stated that Mario and he will meet with Phil and Erick
Christensen, Finance Director in June to expend this money by June 30. He stated that he will suggest that it
will be spent for lights fixtures and poles. M. Tristany stated that the Main Street Grant was to be made at
the end of April and S. Mikutel was riding herd on it for all underground conduit for the street lights for
$250,000. M. Tristany stated that the total grant is for $500,000. T. Giard stated that it will be street
illuminated lights. M. Tristany stated that we still have the banners to be designed and purchased and should
come out of the STEAP grant. T. Giard asked if there was a design. M. Tristany stated that they approved the
logo and that Jaimee Corporaso to do the banners which will not be that expensive. M. Tristany stated that
there are special poles with specialized brackets for the banners and we need co-ordination of the banners for
consistency. T. Giard stated that we buy what we can now, store it, and wait for the next round of grants for
the lighting. He stated that there is another round of grants in the fall. K. Skulczyck stated that when things are
order to get the longest warehouse time from whom we order because storage is limited in town.

T. Giard stated that the flower planters are on the streets. K. Skulczyck stated that Home Depot donated the

flowers for the pots. The Jewett City little league did projects at the home depot so they donated the flowers.
T. Giard stated that this should have been advertised. There was discussion of this matter.

8. Adjournment

T. Giard asked for a motion to adjourn. K. Skulczyck moved to adjourn. C. Geer seconded the motion. All were
in favor. The meeting adjourned at 7:56 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Mario J. Tristany, Jr.
Town Planer
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