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GRISWOLD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING APPROVED MINUTES
GRISWOLD TOWN HALL MAY 20, 2015

I. REGULAR MEETING (7:00 P.M.)
1. Call to Order

Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr. called this regular meeting of the Griswold Economic Development
Commission to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. Roll call

Present: Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr., Paul Lach, Charlotte Geer, James W. Barnie, Town Planner
Mario J. Tristany and Recording Secretary Donna Szall

3. Determination of Quorum

T. Giard stated that there was a quorum for this regular meeting of the Economic Development
Commission.

4. Approval of Minutes

A. Approval of meeting minutes of April 15, 2015.
T. Giard asked for any corrections or omissions on the minutes.

J. Barnie stated that the word mill be changed to generator. M. Tristany stated that it can be changed to
wind turbine. T. Giard asked for a motion to accept the minutes as amended.

MOTION: J. Barnie moved to approve the minutes of April 15, 2015. C. Geer seconded the motion. All
were in favor. The motion was carried.

5. Public Comment

T. Giard stated that for the record there was no one here for the public comment.

6. Matters Presented for Consideration

A. Discussion and update of a Town of Griswold Commercial Small Business Revolving Fund.

T. Giard stated the round table meeting was today and K. Skulczyck wants him to go to the next BOS
meeting to discuss it with them again. He stated that everyone is in line with the concept. J. Barnie
stated that we can discuss this later in the meeting. There was discussion of this matter. T. Giard stated
that we can discuss this later.

B. Discussion and update of STEAP grant downtown streetscape improvements

T. Giard stated that there was nothing new. M. Tristany stated that there is nothing new and that K.
Skulczyck stated that there is funding promised by people in Hartford that it is coming our way but there
has been no correspondence yet. He stated that Prime Electric gave an estimate of $258,000 to
complete the lights.
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T M. Tristany state that there is $63,000 available to repair the trench patches patch for the trenches for
CTDOT $60,000 that will be used to pave over the trenches for the lighting. He explained the type of
bituminous concrete classes that were required and the specs to apply it. He stated that all the
underground installation is in the road except for some conduit needed near Deans Corner. P. Lach
stated that he hope that the funding comes through for this project.

T. Giard stated that K. Skulczyck has discussed with the Borough who will manage and maintain the
lighting after it has been completed. J. Barnie stated that the control system is much more simplified.
There was discussion of types of funding options for in lieu of state funding.

C. Continuation of review of potential zoning impediments to economic development.

T. Giard stated that at the round table discussion about past impediments. M. Tristany stated that
when he is full time, he can look at the zoning regulations to make the process smoother and easier. J.
Barnie stated that it is an impediment to residential development for additional rooftops. T. Giard
stated that he attended the Planning and Zoning Commission who approved the cul-de-sac text
amendment where the Commission will have the flexibility to have traffic studies

D. Discussion regarding the selection of an economic development consultant.

T. Giard stated that he has a proposal from the Norwich Community Development Corporation for grant
writing. He explained that the NCDC’s goal is to provide regional based services for economic
development. He stated that this scope of services outlines what we can get for $5000 to write grants,
prioritize projects, identify projects and available to help us out. T. Giard explained that the Norwich
DPU has a surcharge that is applied to help fund NCDC. He stated that we can talk to the JC electric
company. P. Lach stated that they should check it out with CL & P. There was discussion of this matter
regarding the number of grants and the type of services that can be provided for $5,000 and that the
grants that NCDC obtains based on their expertise. M. Tristany stated that the original number was
$7500 so we are getting a lot more for the $5000. P. Lach asked if this was the only $5000. M. Tristany
stated that for the next year, there will be another $5000.

T. Giard stated that if we approve it, there will be a contract, First Selectman will review it, he will sign it
and | will sign it. T. Giard stated that this is our money; we don’t need public hearings so we can use it as
we like. He asked for a motion to go forward with this proposal.

MOTION: P. Lach moved to approved $5000 for the NCDC proposal for a contract for economic
development consultant services. C. Geer seconded the motion. All were in favor. The motion was
carried.

7. Correspondence

T. Giard stated that there is a letter from a Kenneth D. Bousquet who is interested in being a member of
the EDC. He read the letter for the record. T. Giard asked that the letter be forwarded to the BOS to
requesting that they appoint him to the Economic Development.

8. Other Matters
A. The Small Business Summit

T. Giard stated that this summit is moving along on Wednesday, June 24 at the Geer Overlook at 6 PM.
He stated there are calls from people who want to be presenters. He stated that we have to spread the
word. P. Lach stated that he can contact Mike Minarsky to put in on the radio. T. Giard will take care of
that. P. Lach stated it can go on the public access channel. M. Tristany mentioned Ed Burdick’s show. T.
Giard will take to Ed. He stated that we will have our regular meeting in June which is the week before
the business summit.
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B. Discussion of the Round Table Discussion Meeting on May 20, 2015.

J. Barnie stated that the three banks were there, a realtor, and the owner of the property at Exit 86, Pat
Camputaro. He explained that there are a number of potential projects that he is tracking. He stated
that we need to do some marketing; he put together a list of tax breaks, credits, grants that are
available from the State or the Town. He stated that a Data Center company looking to set up data
centers in the nation with one on the east coast that will have 15 to 20 employees for $20-30 million
with a possible location at the old Town Hall site. There are a lot of potential tax credits to help them.
There was discussion of this matter and he listed the various tax credits and grants.

T. Giard stated that J. Barnie has done a lot of work getting this information and spend the time to make
us up to date. He stated that there has been a lot of creative thinking.

T. Giard He stated that a representative from the State Commissioner’s office to speak at the small
business summit.

T. Giard stated that the wind turbine company has resubmitted a request for funding to the state. T.
Giard stated that the Eastern Connecticut Performing Arts was interested in two locations in town.
There was discussion of this matter.

J. Barnie stated that the owners of the PWC parcels are interested developing the large Triangle parcel
for a gated 10 residence community and some commercial with a river walk.

J. Barnie stated that the revolving loan to discuss the delaying of implementing the revolving loan and to
use some of those funds for something else. T. Giard stated that there are other immediate
opportunities to use some of that money and that there will be more discussion about this. There was
discussion of this matter including that there will be other income from the sale of other town-owned
properties.

T. Giard asked for any other matters. There were no other matters.

9. Adjournment

T. Giard asked for a motion to adjourn.
MOTION: C. Geer moved to adjourn the Griswold Economic Development Commission P. Lach
seconded the motion. All were in favor. The meeting adjourned at 7:52 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna M. Szall
Recording Secretary

Griswold Economic Development Commission
Regular Meeting May 20, 2015 Page 3 of 3



