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GRISWOLD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
SPECIAL MEETING   
MINUTES MAY 26, 2010 GRISWOLD TOWN HALL 
 
I. REGULAR MEETING (7:00 P.M.) 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr. called this regular meeting of the Griswold Economic Development 
Commission to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Roll Call 
 
Present: Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr., Vice Chairman Melvin Jetmore Paul Lach, Chris 

Hargus, Matthew Baber Town Planner Carl Fontneau, and Recording Secretary 
Donna Szall. 

 
Absent:   
 
3. Determination of Quorum 
 
T. Giard stated that there is a quorum for this regular meeting of the Economic Development 
Commission. 
 
4. Approval of Minutes 
 

A. Approval of Minutes of March 17, 2010 and April 24, 2010 
 
T. Giard asked for any corrections or omission. M. Jetmore made a motion to accept the 
minutes of March 17 and April 24, 2010.  P. Lach seconded the motion. All were in favor. The 
motion carried. 
 
5. Correspondence 
 
There was no correspondence. 
 
6. Workshop 
 

A. Discussion of the Municipal Development Plan enactment process and potential initial 
projects. 

 
T. Giard asked C. Fontneau to present this item.  C. Fontneau explained that the enactment 
process and the comments from the state have been received.  He will do a survey of the 
document as it applies to the POCD on June 14, 2010 at the Planning & Zoning Commission 
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meeting. He stated that he spoke with Burt Sacco who spoke with the CECD and that the state 
has no application and that the state has no funding at this time. C. Fontneau stated that B. 
Sacco will be looking for business for Griswold. There was discussion of this matter including 
that the EDC can hold a public hearing. C. Fontneau referred to page 4 of the report regarding 
the East Main Street project and the Down Town Main Street parking plan, traffic flow. M. 
Jetmore suggested that the river wall be included as a project. C. Fontneau stated that it was on 
the project list.  C. Fontneau stated that funding from EPA for 200,000 for the small Triangle 
Parcel cleanup has been granted. There was discussion of this matter including that match 
funds were needed. 
 
C. Fontneau stated that the EDC can set a public hearing for the MDP and suggested June 17, 
2010.  M. Jetmore stated that it would be better to wait until the Planning & Zoning Commission 
has done their review. There was discussion of this matter.  M. Jetmore asked about St. Mary 
project and the Veterans' Building.  C. Fontneau stated that the company had to reapply for the 
St. Mary project and will hear something at the end of September. 
 
T. Giard asked about funding for the Main Street project. C. Fontneau stated that there is an 
urban grant but requires a 50 percent match and is limited to $8, 000 for a total of $16,000.  T. 
Giard suggested contacting the banks for a 3-way split for the cash match. There was 
discussion of this matter.  
 
T. Giard asked for a motion to hold a public hearing on June 16, 2010.  M. Jetmore suggested 
again waiting until the P & Z Commission has made their review. There was discussion of this 
matter.   M. Jetmore made a motion to set a public hearing prior to the regular EDC meeting at 
7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 21, 2010 for enactment of the MDP.  M. Baber seconded the 
motion. All were in favor. The motion as carried.  C. Fontneau stated that the selectmen will 
endorse the plan at a town meeting. 
 

B. Status of Business Incentive Policies 
 
C. Fontneau explained that the policies were being review by Garnet Consulting for the tax 
abatements and it is ready to go to the selectmen which time the advanced draft would be 
finished at the end of June.  T. Giard asked if the EDC approves it before going to the BOS.  C. 
Fontneau stated yes, it will be reviewed in the EDC June meeting. There was discussion of this 
matter. 
 

C. Status review of commercial projects. 
 
C. Fontneau explained that the Travel Center and Gas Station have been started at Medberry 
Place. He stated that the hotel lot will be on the adjacent lot, the property owner has completed 
the storm water infrastructure for all there projects. He stated that the P & Z is looking for the 
correct way of doing inspections for private improvements. There was discussion of this matter 
including a review of the bonding required for private projects that are never owned by the town. 
 
C. Fontneau explained that there are title searches of the Route I-395 and Route 165 corridor. 
M. Jetmore asked about anything with Stotts.  C. Fontneau there was nothing going on with the 
Stotts property but has been refinanced; but stated that there is interest in other Route 164 
properties. 
 
C. Fontneau explained that the Golf Barn Property was re-subdivided for 8 commercial lots. He 
stated that the Golf Barn building will be used for an electrical contractor and eventually a new 
building on that lot.  There was discussion of this matter. 
 
M. Jetmore asked if there was anything going on at the Edmond Road commercial site. C. 
Fontneau stated no. 
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T. Giard stated that there was a B & M convenience store going into the Mooney building. C. 
Fontneau stated yes. There was discussion of this matter. 
 
C. Fontneau stated that there are some problems with the buy-in tie-in fees for the sewer 
authority in Griswold.  There was discussion of this matter including that there are larger fees for 
business to tie in than Lisbon who has a lesser fee. 
 
C. Fontneau stated that there is now a 3 year amortization but it still is not attractive.  T. Giard 
stated that we should look at have a longer amortization period. There was discussion of this 
matter.  
 
T. Giard stated that C. Fontneau invite the Water Pollution Control Authority to the June meeting 
and should include Ken Sullivan as well as their board of directors to discuss the importance of 
a time line for better amortization for buy-in, tie-in fees for the town of Griswold. There was 
discussion of this matter including that if the sewer plant was created with federal funds, the 
fees should be the same for all users and that question should be asked of OPM. C. Fontneau 
will send a letter asking K. Sullivan and the Water Pollution Control Authority to attend the June 
meeting. 
 
C. Fontneau explained House Bill 5028 was passed to give DEP time lines for review and 
respond to economic development application projects within 60 days and 160 days to respond 
to corrected deficiencies..  There was discussion of this matter. 
 
C. Fontneau explained that there is a social networking for workshops by CL&P and CNG for 
regional economic development for free consulting for social networking. There was discussion 
of this matter. 
 
M. Jetmore asked about revisiting the office park and that planning ands zoning is receptive.  C. 
Fontneau stated that there is a fixed zone on route 201 north and west of Exit 86.  There was 
discussion of this matter including that 50 ft of frontage Is needed on route 201 to make it a 
viable park. 
 
T. Giard asked about the UCONN horticultural landscaping class. C. Hargus stated that 
students could do a project for horticultural and landscaping class. M. Baber suggested that the 
town contact the UCONN master gardeners program to do a project. There was discussion of 
this matter to make the contacts for next spring for Main Street. 
 
7. Adjournment 
 
T. Giard asked for any other business. 
 
T. Giard asked for a motion to adjourn. M. Jetmore made a motion to adjourn. P. Lach 
seconded the motion. All were in favor. The meeting adjourned at 7:59 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 Donna M. Szall 
 Recording Secretary 


