28 Main Street
Guiswold, € 06351
Phone (860) 376-7060, Faxe (860) 376-7070

GRISWOLD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING APPROVED MINUTES
GRISWOLD TOWN HALL AUGUST 18, 2015

I. REGULAR MEETING (7:00 P.M.)
1. Call to Order

Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr. called this regular meeting of the Griswold Economic Development
Commission to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. Roll call

Present: Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr., Paul Lach, Charlotte Geer, James W. Barnie Ken Bousquet,
Town Planner Mario J. Tristany and Recording Secretary Donna Szall

3. Determination of Quorum

T. Giard stated that there was a quorum for this regular meeting of the Economic Development
Commission.

4. Approval of Minutes

A. Approval of meeting minutes of July 15, 2015

T. Giard asked for any corrections or omissions on the minutes
MOTION: J. Barnie moved to approve the minutes of July 15, 2015. P. Lach seconded the motion. There
were 3 aye votes and one abstention from C. Geer. The motion was carried.

5. Public Comment

T. Giard stated that there was someone here who would like to make public comment. David Vieaux, 59
Leha Avenue, Griswold. D. Vieaux commented that when Mr. Girard (sic) used the term “push through”
Planning and Zoning anything they want to do to bring in a business is inappropriate and poor action,
and poor ethics; the regulations were designed to protect the citizens the community and the esthetics
of the area. He stated that there will be lawsuits that will not help the town. M. Tristany explained that
the EDC is charged with looking at the regulations to discuss parts that may be problematic with
development. It does not have legislative powers to make changes to regulations and that the EDC can
only recommend changes to the regulations to the Planning and Zoning Commission that would call a
public hearing for changes to the regulations. D. Vieaux stated that you have a member who is also on
the PZC and already has a vote for the EDC. M. Tristany stated that there are no state statutes that grant
the EDC power; they are an advisory board. D. Vieaux stated that the H & H Holdings issue was a C-2 use
in a C-1 zone. He stated that this is now in the courts. M. Tristany stated that appeal was not based on
the zone it was based on the use of the land. M. Tristany stated that any proposed use can be brought
to appeal in the court. D. Vieaux stated that it was a weighted meeting public meeting and regardless of
what was said it still went through. He stated that someone upstairs says that they want to bring in
bring business and you are going for it. M. Tristany stated nothing was done on the sly or below board
and that it went through the public hearing process. M. Tristany stated that there is noting in the state
statutes that prohibits a member of this board from sitting on any other board or commission.
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C. Geer stated that at the time of the public hearing, the town attorney asked if anyone present had an
objection with this member continuing to sit to hear this application; and she said that no one had
voiced any objections to her being seated on the commission. M. Tristany stated that the town attorney
asked if anyone had an issue with C. Geer sitting on that applications; Mrs. Grills attorney looked at Mrs.
Grills and she said no. C. Geer stated that we are in a no win situation where there will be someone
mad at us and we are caring people who what to do what is best. There was discussion of this matter.

T. Giard stated that it is not the issue of not in my backyard. He stated that if the area is zoned properly.
He stated that it was his opinion that the community needs continuous revenue coming from businesses
into the community to support community services. He explained that there will always be someone
who is not happy with a proposed project and that the PZC sees that developers do the right thing to
comply with the regulations for a project. The EDC goes to the PZC to state the EDC position for a
proposed project for development.

T. Giard stated that you have made your point. The Public Comment is closed.

6. Matters Presented for Consideration

A. Discussion and update of the Town of Griswold Commercial Small Business Revolving Fund

T. Giard stated that this is still pending until UCFS gets their funding. He stated that the First Selectman
is still interested. M. Tristany stated that they are using state funding that requires an RFQ process for
project engineers architects and they were not aware of that at the time for advertising. He stated that
itis a work in progress and they are being cautious to have all the funding in place.

J. Barnie stated that the monies from the sale of the properties will come in before the UCFS project.
B. Discussion and update of STEAP grant downtown streetscape improvements

M. Tristany stated that we are in the waiting there may be an announcement within the end of the
month or next month. Brendan Sharkey from the state will be here next Thursday with Paul Brycki for a
walk on Main Street on August 27, 2015. There was discussion of this matter.

C. Continuation of review of potential zoning impediments to economic development.

M. Tristany stated that he has had a bug for Dan Hunter for years when he was repairing cars at his
home; they both live on Leha Avenue and D. Vieaux had D. Hunter served a cease and desist notice.

P. Lach stated that there are some building that are not in compliance with the regulations. There was
discussion of this matter including that the enforcement matters should be sent to the enforcement
officer.

T. Giard stated that we want to look at any zoning regulations that are an impediment to community
development. J. Barnie stated that we have to look at the commercial aspects. He stated that the
residential regulations should be looked at the same time. The roof tops impacts on the residential
aspects quite a bit. There was discussion of this matter.

K. Bousquet stated that he had some confusion on page 59 regarding maximum height. M. Tristany
stated that there are some exceptions for the maximum 35 foot height.

J. Barnie stated that Section 6.0 Village Commercial District asked if there are actually village commercial
districts. He stated that we don’t have a village. D. Szall stated that Glasgo is close to as a village on its
own as part of Griswold. J. Barnie stated that we should be able to combine the C-1 zone with the C-2
zone for more effective business, since all of the permitted uses in the C-1 zone are in the C-2 zone for
permitted uses. He stated that there is fighting over minor differences. T. Giard stated that the
permitted uses are the same in C-2 as in C-1 and then there can be the special exceptions. M. Tristany
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stated that that was his sense. There was discussion of this matter including that the zoning map
showed some spot zoning for C-2 uses.

T. Giard asked about the concept of combining C-1 and C-2 and having special exceptions. M. Tristany
stated that there can be just the Commercial District with permitted uses and then special exceptions. C.
C-1 was to be development on State highways. There was discussion of this matter.

J. Barnie asked to review Sections 6.3.3, 6.3.9, and 7.3.8. There was discussion of these sections of the
regulations.

K. Bousquet stated that we should do one section at a time to chip away at. T. Giard stated that we are
working on the Commercial regulations. K. Bousquet questioned why in Section 10.8 the driveway
width was 12 feet and in Section 10.9.7, the driveway width was 14 ft. J. Barnie explained that the wider
driveway was for a loop driveway or common driveway.

M. Tristany read Section 10.6 for the record regarding those structures taller than 35 foot maximum
height that were allowed by special exception.

J. Barnie cited Section 7.2.1, 7.3.11. He stated that in Section 8.3 Business Park that there were very few
permitted uses and that most uses required a public hearing. He stated that in a Business Park most of
the uses should be permitted uses. M. Tristany stated that special exceptions are used when a use does
not blend with an abutting zone. J. Barnie stated it is an impediment to commercial development. There
was discussion of this matter.

T. Giard asked M. Tristany to look at the C-1, C-2, zone for ways to combing them into the Commercial
Zone. He asked M. Tristany to look at Business Park Zone and the Industrial zones.

D. Discussion regarding the sale of municipally-owned properties.

T. Giard stated that the BOS approved the sale of two properties for a total of $35,000. He stated that
he would like to see some of that go to the EDC development fund. He stated that he will suggest it to
the BOS. There was discussion of this matter including that the Performing Arts group needed the town
to put $20,000 towards their grant.

P. Lach stated that the property sales should go to the revolving fund and the performing arts group can
take out a low interest loan which may still qualify for the town input

7. Correspondence

A. Connecticut Federation of Planning and Zoning Agencies Quarterly Newsletter, Summer 2015,
volume XIX, Issue 3

T. Giard asked for any comments regarding the newsletter. M. Tristany stated that it was for
informational purposes.

7. Other Matters

T. Giard asked if everyone received the email for the Table Top Exercises for Emergency Preparedness
and asked if anyone was attending. There was discussion of this matter.

T. Giard stated that he met with Jason Vincent of the NCDC regarding a project for this six month
contract. He explained that J. Vincent has been research funds for greenway and river walk project. He
stated that there are millions of monies for this type of project; and that this is something that the EDC
can apply to the Borough. T. Giard stated that there was a sequence of |) applying for greenway
designation, 2) A trail concept for the whole community, 3) applying for a train grant program, and 4)
there are Federal highway funds and state DOT funds available. C. Geer stated that she thought that it

was important for a facade program for Main Street to help make it beautiful; she stated that UConn

Griswold Economic Development Commission
Regular Meeting August 19, 2015 Page 3 of 4



had done a concept design a few years ago. She stated that the downtown needs to be improved. T.
Giard stated that the EDC should decide what type of project that J. Vincent of the NCDC should start for
them.

T. Giard stated that he stated that as part of the application process to get funding. M. Tristany stated
that there may be some issues with the Borough. He stated that the maps that shows that there is a
fence at the sewer treatment plant on the property so there may be some access issues. J. Barnie stated
that we can negotiate with the Borough. T. Giard stated that it would be part of the engineering and
design. J. Barnie stated that we have to show something that will lead to something and he was
concerned with the townspeople’s perspective for this idea. M. Tristany stated that facade programs
require the cooperation of the property owners who must put income into the restorations. There was
discussion of this matter including the funding from the state and the expense to restore brick buildings
from $10 per sq. ft. to $100 per sq. ft. and the fact that there is a lack of size to Main Street.

J. Barnie stated that we can task J. Vincent to do the greenway project and also to task J. Vincent with
finding funding for Main Street. M. Tristany stated that many grants need shovel ready projects and we
need to start small. P. Lach asked how useable the river is. T. Giard stated that from the railroad trestle
bridge about two miles on Route 12; and between dams on the river, there is a lot of river space. C.
Geer stated that stated that it will bring people in and it will increase the restaurant activity. K.
Bousquet asked what the maintenance would be for this river walk. T. Giard stated that the
maintenance can be done by the DPW. There was discussion of this matter including that river walks
are usually stone dust.

T. Giard asked if we would go forward with this idea. There was consensus of the commission to go
forward with the river walk. J. Barnie stated that J. Vincent can also look for money for the Main Street
facades.

T. Giard stated that Task 1) greenway, Task 2) river walk from downtown to the school complex. J.
Barnie stated that he would like to see the river walk start from the Triangle PWC property to the school
complex. T. Giard stated that he will get copies of what J. Vincent has for a conceptual trail design.

MOTION: J. Barnie moved to task Jason Vincent to develop a conceptual plan for a greenway
designation for the town; and to find funding for a river walk extending from the Triangle PWC to the
high school. K. Bousquet seconded the motion. All were in favor. The motion was carried.

T. Giard stated that the State Police is looking for a shooting range. There was discussion of this matter.

8. Adjournment

T. Giard asked for a motion to adjourn.
MOTION: C. Geer moved to adjourn the Griswold Economic Development Commission. K. Bousquet
seconded the motion. All were in favor. The meeting adjourned at 8:26 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna M. Szall
Recording Secretary
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