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GRISWOLD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING APPROVED MINUTES

GRISWOLD TOWN HALL SEPTEMBER 16, 2015
I. REGULAR MEETING (7:00 P.M.)
1. Call to Order

Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr. called this regular meeting of the Griswold Economic Development
Commission to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. Roll Call

Present: Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr., Paul Lach, Charlotte Geer, James W. Barnie, Town Planner
Mario J. Tristany and Recording Secretary Donna Szall

Absent: Ken Bousquet

3. Determination of Quorum

T. Giard stated that there was a quorum for this regular meeting of the Economic Development
Commission.

4. Approval of Minutes

A. Approval of meeting minutes of August 19, 2015

T. Giard asked for any corrections or omissions on the minutes
MOTION: C. Geer moved to approve the minutes of August 19, 2015. P. Lach seconded the motion. All
were in favor. The motion was carried.

5. Public Comment

T. Giard asked if there was anyone who would like to make public comment. David Vieaux, 59 Leha
Avenue stated that he had a comment for Item 6 c. He stated that his name was brought up and that he
had a bug against Mr. Hunter. He stated that it was inappropriate and that he was not there to defend
himself. He wanted that item stricken from the minutes and the public record. D. Szall stated that only
court judges can strike from the public record. M. Tristany stated that that was correct. D. Vieaux
stated that if that is what he has to do, then that is what he has to do because Mr. Tristiany (sic) should
not have brought me up off the agenda like that and accuse me of doing something that | never did.

T. Giard stated that he has read the minutes as D. Vieaux is speaking. J. Barnie stated that he did not
finding what D. Vieaux was referring to. T. Giard stated 6 c.; he asked D. Vieaux was complaining about
the statement. D. Vieaux stated yes; it is a falsehood; he never had Mr. Hunter served a cease and desist
order and now this makes me a target for Mr. Hunter, who | personally know can be very vindictive. He
stated that the town can serve him with a cease and desist order, a judge could; he couldn’t. T. Giard
stated that he did not see where there is a reference to. He asked M. Tristany if he knew of cease and
desist issued. M. Tristany stated yes, there was a cease and desist order and | can pull the records from
Peter to see; he logs all the complaints. T. Giard asked so somebody had to have filed a complaint. M.
Tristany stated yes. D. Vieaux stated that a complaint was filed on numerous occasions; but he did not
serve him with a cease and desist order. M. Tristany stated that is correct; that may just be how it was
interpreted from the tape; but Mr. Vieaux did register several complaints against Mr. Hunter.
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T. Giard asked M. Tristany to do the research and let know. M. Tristany stated that we can make a
correction to the language that there were complaints issued and a cease and desist order was issued.

J. Barnie asked if we can make a correction to that statement in this evening’s meeting. D. Vieaux stated that it
was not on the agenda and should not have been broached. T. Giard stated that we will see what the records
show and then we will take appropriate action at the next meeting.

T. Giard asked if there were any other public comments; there were no other public comments. He closed the
public comments.

6. Matters Presented for Consideration

A. Discussion and update of the Town of Griswold Commercial Small Business Revolving Fund

T. Giard stated that it is still in a holding pattern. Pam Kinder from USFC was at the Wednesday round
table and UCFS is months away from a closing. Those moneys are earmarked for the revolving loan
fund. He stated that we need to have the First Selectmen to put an RFP out for a bank to run the
revolving loan fund. T. Giard asked if the members agreed to send a notice to the First Selectman. P.
Lach asked if he is still agreeable to put that money in the loan fund. T. Giard stated to his best
knowledge, he still supports the revolving loan fund. J. Barnie stated that we should as a commission
should put together some guidelines as how the revolving loan funds will be used. There was discussion
of this matter including that there must be an investment by the business to payback the revolving loan.

T. Giard asked M. Tristany to send a letter to the First Selectman indicating that the EDC think it is time
to submit the RFP based on an NCDC outline for a bank to manage the revolving loan fund. There was
discussion of this matter.

B. Discussion and update of STEAP grant downtown streetscape improvements

M. Tristany referenced a letter from the deputy commissioner that they will be issuing the final 2015
STEAP awards by the end of the month. He stated that we will know by the end of the month.

T. Giard stated that, as an alternative plan if we don’t get the money, the town has been discussion with
Ken Sullivan of Jewett City Electric to install the fourteen poles on one side of the street installing the
poles and the wiring. He stated that there is a plan to get rid of the cones on the sidewalk. J. Barnie
explained that he talked to Jolly Pre-cast who has different sized finished cement cylinders; and Jolly will
install a steel plate that is 4 to 6 inches from the bottom of the cylinder, using pins for the steel plate to
act as a platform to hold concrete as a base holding soil and to set down over the electrical conduit
sticking above the sidewalk. He explained that the cylinder is 24 inches in diameter with an 18 inch
inside diameter and there will be drain holes. P. Lach asked if the poles will go on top of the cylinders.
M. Tristany stated that the cylinders will be on the other side of the road where there are no light poles.
There was discussion of this matter including which plants may be used.

T. Giard stated to let the record show that K. Bousquet arrived at 7:16 pm.

J. Barnie stated that we would be paying J. C Electric for installation of the light poles. P. Lach stated that
the Borough is benefiting from the lights and that the borough should contribute to the cost of the
project. T. Giard stated that we are negotiating with J. C. Electric for a good price for installation. There
was discussion of this matter. M. Tristany explained that the underground work was done because
CTDOT was to repave Main Street. P. Lach asked which side of Main Street would be used to install the
poles. M. Tristany stated that it will be the Town Hall side of Main Street. There was discussion of this
matter including that the cobra head street lights will be removed when all of the lighting has been
installed.

J. Barnie explained that American Industries is one signature away having a commitment with Yankee
Gas for a gas line to be installed from Plainfield to American Industries. This brings natural gas into
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Griswold. He stated that it is 2.6 from Plainfield to Yankee Gas; 1.6 miles from American industries to
the corner of Slater Avenue; 1.5 miles to the middle school; and 1.7 miles to Route 164 which is real goal
for commercial development. He stated that he has been appointed to research any funding. P. Lach
suggested that J. C Electric should be contacted to partner with Yankee Gas to install the electric utilities
underground with the gas pipeline. He stated that it will make downtown look better. T. Giard stated
that this will be part of an urban action grant. J. Barnie stated that there is a separation distance for the
water and gas and so there should be for the electric. P. Lach stated that all of the major cities have
natural gas including Willimantic. T. Giard stated this gets the gas into Griswold that American Sand and
Gravel will be doing the construction work. There was discussion of this matter including if there is
enough interest for property owners and businesses to change over from oil to gas.

J. Barnie stated that UCFS has a tentative design plan 90 percent complete and the RFP for an architect
firm is out; it is due by September 29, 2015 and will choose by October 1, 2015. UCFS has $1.9 million in
funding $3.3 million in state bonding, and $625,000 for their cash contribution. He stated that they
hoped to break ground by December. T. Giard stated that the building is now a two story 16,000 sq. ft.
building. M. Tristany stated that they will need 80 spaces just for the building. T. Giard stated that they
have an option to by two abutting properties which they can use for parking.

C. Continuation of review of potential zoning impediments to economic development.
1. C-1/C-2 Analysis Chart

D. Discussion regarding the sale of municipally-owned properties.

Correspondence

There was no correspondence.

Other Matters

T. Giard stated that he had items to discuss under other matter. He stated that he discussed with the first
selectman for the EDC to become more involved with development projects where members may be a project
manager or as a liaison. He asked if the members were in agreement if this is the way to go. He stated that this
Commission to help to keep in touch with developers for possible projects, proposed projects. P. Lach stated that
he thought it was a good idea. He explained how he had contacted a developer regarding a solar farm by making
phone calls and to stay on top of the project. M. Tristany stated that someone would have to be involved at its
inception to know what is going on. T. Giard stated that he has been involved with the Ceruzzi Company for their
property on 164; John Knopka, their representative is interested in the riverside of their property as a
campground. T. Giard asked if there was interest in this concept. He stated that the progress we have seen in
town is due to one man, the first selectman. The EDC can take up the call to keep progress going. There was
discussion of this matter including expansion of the EDC to seven members in the future and that members can
use their expertise for various project such as properties in town that are not listed for sale.

J. Barnie moved to recommend to the first selectman that members of the EDC, on a voluntary basis, may act ask
liaisons and project manages between the town and commercial development. C. Geer seconded the motion. All
were in favor. The motion was carried.

J. Barnie stated that there is a traffic study to determine the impact of a Supermarket in the haven Health Care
area. T. Giard stated that the developer is purchasing two lots at the entrance to the health haven site to lessen
the impact of a store entrance for sight lines on Route 164 at the on and off ramps of 1-395. He stated that there
will be 60,000 sq. ft. for the market and 40,000 sq. ft for smaller stores. There was discussion of this matter.

P. Lach asked what was at the Americlnn. T. Giard stated that it was power for a food vending operation for a food
court. M. Tristany stated that the vendor is on a month by month lease with Americinn.

J. Barnie stated the town has been designated as a distressed community. M. Tristany stated that they look at age
of housing, population, income, and other criteria; and as a distressed community, the town is eligible to apply for
urban action grant program where large sum grants can be received by the town. There was discussion of this
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matter. He stated that there have been significant amounts of grants have been received for the elderly housing
renovations in Griswold and Jewett City as well as funding for a new two story elderly housing.

P. Lach stated that there should be a representative from the borough on the EDC so that there is communication
between the town and the borough. J. Barnie stated that we can request that a member from the borough be
appointed. T. Giard stated that he can see this commission expanding to a seven member board with a
representative from the borough. P. Lach stated that the town and the borough should be working as a team.
There was discussion of this matter.

T. Giard stated that the analysis of the C-1 and C-2zones being combined into a single Commercial Zone. M.
Tristany explained that the blue items are the same in both zones; the white items are somewhat similar but lack
some of them. M. Tristany explained that if it is not listed as a permitted use, then the use is not allowed. T. Giard
stated that 50 to 60 percent of the regulations in C-1 and C-2 are identical. . T. Giard asked for support to move
forward to agree to condense c-1 and c-2 into one Commercial zone throughout the town which will open a lot of
doors to development. P. Lach stated that they eliminated the R-20 but there is still reference to it in the book. M.
Tristany stated that there have been problems eliminating the R-20. J. Barnie stated that the R-20 should not have
been eliminated. There was discussion of this matter including that the tax base has suffered and makes the
housing market out of reach for many people.

J. Barnie moved to recommend combining the C-1 and C-2 zone to combine them into one Commercial Zone. M.
Tristany stated that this should be looked into more before sending it to PZC. T. Giard stated that by going to the
PZC as a larger piece, they can find the “cracks in the wall”. J. Barnie stated that when this was discussed that we
would go through those pieces and also have the town attorneys look at it. T. Giard stated that he would put this
to the PZC for their review and approval of combining the two zones. K. Bousquet stated that 6.3.7 regarding
water towers; but there are no water towers in the C-2 zone. There was discussion of this matter including the
amount of excess regulations and obsolete regulations and the need for additional regulations.

MOTION: J. Barnie move to recommend to the p CZ that the C-1 and C-2 zones be combined in their entirety for a
new zone called Commercial. K. Bousquet seconded the motion. All were in favor. The motion was carried.

A. Discussion and action regarding the 2016 Schedule of Meetings requested by the Griswold Town Clerk.

T. Giard asked if there were any conflicts. He asked D. Szall if all of the dates have been reviewed. She stated yes.
T. Giard asked for a motion.

MOTION: C. Geer moved to approve the 2016 Schedule of Meetings. P. Lach seconded the motion. All were in
favor. The motion was carried.

T. Giard passed out information from Jason Vincent regarding the river walk and a map of hiking trails that are
color-coded to read at their leisure. There was discussion of this matter. J. Barnie asked if the property rights
were not being violated. T. Giard stated no. T. Giard stated that the project is going forward.

Adjournment

T. Giard asked for a motion to adjourn.
MOTION: C. Geer moved to adjourn the Griswold Economic Development Commission. K. Bousquet
seconded the motion. All were in favor. The meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna M. Szall
Recording Secretary
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