28 Main Street
Guiswold, € 06351
Phone (860) 376-7060, Faxe (860) 376-7070

GRISWOLD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

MINUTES October 16, 2013 GRISWOLD TOWN HALL
I. REGULAR MEETING (7:00 P.M.)

1. Call to Order

Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr. called this regular meeting of the Griswold Economic Development Commission to
order at 7:02 p.m.

2. Roll call

Present: Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr., Paul Lach, Kevin Skulczyck, Erica Bevis, Charlotte Geer, Town Planner
Mario J. Tristany and Recording Secretary Donna Szall

3. Determination of Quorum

T. Giard stated that there was a quorum for this regular meeting of the Economic Development Commission.

4. Approval of Minutes

A. Minutes of Regular Meeting of September 18, 2013.

T. Giard asked for any corrections or omissions on the minutes
MOTION: K. Skulczyck moved to approve the minutes as presented. C. Geer seconded the motion. All were in
favor. The motion was carried.

5. Matters Presented for Consideration

A. Discussion of EDC Draft Borough Zoning Regulation to amend Section 6 RC-Residential/ Commercial Districts
Section 6.1 Permitted Uses to add Section 6.1.4 to allow light custom-crafting of specialty items such as
fishing rods and related products, dental labs, optical labs, computer repair and retails sales of products
assembled on site and store front retail businesses at street level and forward to Planning & Zoning
Commission.

T. Giard asked M. Tristany to explain this application for a text change. M. Tristany explained that the Slater Mill
Fishing Company was renting the former Youth Center, a small building behind the Mall. He stated that the
Manager of the company with an employee who fell through the floor boards of that space with this complaint.
M. Tristany stated that P. Zvingilas was away on vacation, so Carl Brown, Building Official, filling in for P.
Zvingilas, and the Fire Marshal inspected this space to discover that the floor carrying beams were infested with
powder post beetles and that there was sewer seepage in the basement of this building due to faulty circuit
breaker that caused the pump to fail; and after this inspection the Fire Marshal and Carl Brown told the
occupants that they must move from this location. M. Tristany then explained that day, Shannon Webster and
Donna Szall looked in the records for a location that would support the 2000+s.f. that Slater Mill Fishing
Company would need to continue their business. He stated that a location was found at 1 Brown Avenue, a
building owned by Ken Large and they are moved in there on a month by month lease agreement.

M. Tristany stated that this location is an RC Residential Commercial zoning district. He read the permitted uses
and special exception uses for the record. He explained that there was no language for retail in the RC zone. He
stated that there was only language for business and professional offices, and personal service shops; and
language for special exceptions such as membership clubs, automotive service stations, drive or fast food
establishments, elderly housing and car sales and service. M. Tristany read the proposed text amendment for
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Section 6.1.4 for the record. He stated that he had met with one of the owners of the company who was from
Texas and that he is very community oriented and wanted to work with the community as well as teaching
youth groups fishing; and that the other owner was from Florida. He explained that the company hand
assembles custom fishing rods and that they make the custom rods for the show Wicked Tuna.

M. Tristany stated that this company hopes that as it grows, their current location won’t be large enough since
they would like to employ at least 50 employees. He stated that the School Street location because it is on the
river where they could hold fishing lessons. M. Tristany stated that this would be a good niche for high tech
manufacturing that Griswold and Jewett City could be known with the wind turbine company and this company.
T. Giard asked how many employees this company had. M. Tristany stated 3-4 people right now and explained
how the rods were assembled.

T. Giard asked for comments from the members. C. Geer stated that we should do everything possible to help
this company. T. Giard stated that the members should keep their eyes open for 8,000-15,000 s.f. buildings or a
nice location for them to build. K. Skulczyck stated that he had met Mike Giaccobi and that he was very
impressed with this company and that the town would benefit from them being here. He stated that the other
owner was impressed with Jewett City. M. Tristany stated that James Devreint was very community oriented.
There was discussion of this matter including that this light assembly of rods does not have hazard materials.

T. Giard asked for a motion to send this application to the Planning and Zoning Commission.

MOTION: C. Geer moved to amend Section 6 RC-Residential/ Commercial Districts, Section 6.1 Permitted Uses
to add Section 6.1.4 to allow light custom-crafting of specialty items such as fishing rods and related products
and the rest of the paragraph in Item 5A. E. Bevis seconded the motion. T. Giard asked for discussion. All were
in favor. The motion as carried.

B. Discussion of Putnam Economic Development

T. Giard asked K. Skulczyck to give an update. K. Skulczyck stated that he spoke with Delpha Very, Putnam
Economic Development Coordinator regarding a newspaper article in the Bulletin that Phil Anthony commented
that he has been working hard with Putnam over the past year and a half; and K. Skulczyck explained that
Delpha affirmed to him that she has never met the man, that is Phil Anthony. K. Skulczyck stated that Delpha
will come done on October 26 for Spooktopia. He stated that we are still trying to get the State Theater for Ray
Churchill; but that there is a need for parking. T. Giard stated that we would combine several properties behind
Main Street for a municipal lot and that in the next round of Main Street grants, the goal can be municipal
parking and addition moneys for the lights to address the parking issued behind the theater, UCFS building, the
country mart, the church and the post office. M. Tristany stated that we sent a letter and a map for future
parking for the Rite Aid property, Arremony building and the Finn Block and asked them for a local contact
person. M. Tristany stated that we will touch base with them again. K. Skulczyck asked if this would be a tax
incentive to use those properties. T. Giard explained that there would be a lease agreement with the property
owners, the town would maintain the parking areas; there would be a traffic study so that there would be one
large municipal parking area. There was discussion of this matter.

P. Lach stated that we talked about the one across the street with would be a better solution since we would be
dealing with fewer property owners and to make a walkway between Arremony and Uncle Cranky's. D. Szall
stated that the Rite Aid leases that property from the Andrew Stevens Trust in California. There was discussion
of this matter. K. Skulczyck stated that the town owns a lot behind the Duda property. E. Bevis stated that the
lot behind the Duda property would be a good area to enter the municipal lot for traffic flow.

C. Discussion of "Cost/Risk" Benefit Analysis

T. Giard gave an update of this item explained that he attended a Burgess meeting where the burgesses would
be backed by the Town for any liability if a company left or did not pay. He explained that currently a company
pays 20% upfront and the balance was split half the year one and year two. T. Giard stated that K. Sullivan
presented a plan where if the company left or refused to pay in year one and year two, there would be no
recourse. T. Giard explained to the burgesses that the sewer company is relying on those payment when they
set their budget projections for the coming year, so if the money is not received, there is a problem. T. Giard
stated that no one sets a budget based on projected income. M. Tristany stated that how you can have a future
budget when there is no future grown. He stated that the Burgesses told T. Giard and K. Sullivan to work out a
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new plan. There was discussion of this matter including that there is no revenue from a vacant lot but a lot with
a building, there will be flow as well as that other towns have implemented options for non-payment.

D. Fee Schedule Status

T. Giard stated that the Fee Schedule status is the same as Item C.

6. Correspondence
A. Connecticut Federation of Planning and Zoning Agencies Quarterly Newsletter, Fall 2013, Vol. XVII, Issue 4

T. Giard asked for economic development updates

M. Tristany stated that he spoke to an out of state realtor who had someone interested in the Haven Health
vacant lot for a national assisted living facility. He gave them the necessary zoning information and that the
sewer line runs past this lot and there is water at Route 138 and 164 that can run the 1200 + feet to the lot; and
that zoning allows assisted living facilities.

M. Tristany stated that Pleasant View Condominiums will begin building the first building. He stated that all the
zoning permits were extended by the State an addition nine years when the economy went downhill. He stated
that their approval was in 2005. There was discussion of this matter. He stated that the buy-in tie-in fees have
been paid for the sewer which is already in place.

T. Giard asked about the lighting project. M. Tristany stated that there were 5 contractors at the pre-bid
meeting as well as several contractors who were not present. He stated that only one contractor submitted a
bid for $387,932.00. M. Tristany asked them to provide a number for certified flag men and state police;
certified flag men was for $15,000 and state police was $45,000. M. Tristany stated that there were a few other
things that were adjusted and the two signs were omitted. M. Tristany explained that 14 light poles have
already been purchased and the remainder will be purchased from the same supplier who reduced the per pole
figure by 115 per light for 25 light fixtures and the electronic controller radio-controlled for $22,062. The
contractor and the selectman met and the new figure is $212,000 for installation and took away twelve light
poles but added the radio-controlled controlling unit. There was discussion of this matter including that the
STEAP grants have been sent out and will be for the additional twelve poles lighting.

T. Giard asked for the start date. M. Tristany stated that they will be done before the holidays. P. Lach asked
how the lights will impact the lighting already down town. M. Tristany stated that where the lights are installed
the cobra lights will be removed from the utility poles. There was discussion of this matter including that the
lights start in front of the town hall and end just before Massey Building on both sides of the road and that the
wiring conduit will go in the road. P. Lach asked where the lights will be fed from. M. Tristany stated that there
are two locations on the N. Side of Anthony Hardware to install the control panel that feeds the system and the
controller unit will be at JC electric.

T. Giard stated that there should be some PR when the contract will be signed.

7. Adjournment

T. Giard asked for a motion to adjourn.
MOTION: E. Bevis moved to adjourn. P. Lach seconded the motion. All were in favor. The meeting adjourned at
8:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna M. Szall
Recording Secretary
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