28 Main Street
Guiswold, € 06351
Phone (860) 376-7060, Faxe (860) 376-7070

GRISWOLD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

GRISWOLD TOWN HALL APPROVED MINUTES
DECEMBER 17, 2014

I. REGULAR MEETING (7:00 P.M.)
1. Call to Order

Vice Chairman Paul Lach called this regular meeting of the Griswold Economic Development Commission to
order at 7:00 p.m.

2. Roll Call

Present: Vice Chairman Paul Lach, Charlotte Geer, Christopher Goodenough, James Barnie, Town Planner
Mario J. Tristany and Recording Secretary Donna Szall

Absent: Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr.

3. Determination of Quorum

P. Lach stated that there was a quorum for this regular meeting of the Economic Development Commission. He
welcomed Jim Barnie as a new member of the Economic Development Commission

4. Approval of Minutes

A. Approval of minutes of Regular Meeting of October15, 2014

P. Lach asked for any corrections or omissions on the minutes; hearing none he asked for a motion.
MOTION: C. Geer moved to approve the minutes as presented. C. Goodenough seconded the motion. J. Barnie
abstained. All were in favor. The motion was carried.

5. Public Comment

P. Lach asked if there was anyone in the audience who would like to make public comment.

Item A. John Faulise of Boundaries, LLC stated that he was before the Economic Development Commission
asking for their support of a conceptual development plan for 2 Business Park Way. He explained that East
Coast Sales operating at the gas station next to Advance Automotive would like to building a 4600 s. f. building
that would have office space, repair space and car sales space. He stated that this location is in the C-1 zoning
district and that Section 6.3.6 allowed for service stations by special exception. He stated that historically,
service stations also sold used cars. He cited examples of this use in a C-1 zone for Joseph Przylucki and Joseph
Siner’s Service station and used car sales at the current location of East Coast Auto in 1993; Stilly’s Automotive
at 522 Plainfield Road service station and used car sales and previously Advance Automotive at the same
location. He asked the Economic Development Commission for a letter supporting the uses in the C-1 district has
it has been historically to the Planning and Zoning Commission. There was discussion of this matter. P. Lach
asked for a motion to send a letter in support of this proposal to the Planning and Zoning Commission.

MOTION: C. Goodenough moved to send a letter to Planning and Zoning Commission to clarify the C-1 zone
supports the application for and to support East Coast Automotive Sales and historically they are in a C-1 zone.
J. Barnie seconded the motion. All were in favor. The motion was carried.
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Item B. Harry Heller representing Boundaries, LLC. He explained that they will be filing an application for the
town subdivision regulations. He stated that there is a length limitation for cul-de-sacs can be waived from 600
feet to 1200 feet with planning and zoning approval. He stated that the cul-de-sac length limitation in industrial
and commercial zoned subdivisions with those uses provided that public water is available for fire suppression
purposes. J. Faulise explained that he spoke to the director of public works who had concerns for snow removal
on cul-de-sacs. He explained that there will be a dedicated area for snow storage within the town’s right of way
that is at the end of the cul-de-sac where the snow will be placed and that those areas will not have any hard-
scaping and landscaping allowed at the curb. He stated that public works needs space to place plowed snow
and that this area of a property will be allowed to have only lawn in this area. M. Tristany asked if this is
proposed 1200 feet. H. Heller stated that the residential regulation for cul-de-sacs is not changing. M. Tristany
stated that a water tower or bladder to have water to service the commercial or industrial development. J.
Faulise stated that they are not relying on the fire department for fire suppression system and that those
buildings will be sprinkled. H. Heller stated that the code requires that they be sprinkled. H. Heller explained
that there are two potential developers that he is representing. M. Tristany stated that he would like more time
to look at this and asked his time line.

H. Heller stated that he would like to be on an agenda in January. C. Goodenough asked if the road width is
different in a commercial cul-de-sac and a residential cul-de-sac. J. Faulise stated that the 40 foot wide would be
adequate. There was discussion of this matter for truck traffic.

H. Heller was asking for support from the EDC for the concept of no length limitations for cul-de-sacs for
commercial/industrial projects. M. Tristany stated that there should be some staff review and you have
reviewed the proposed subdivision text amendment and that agree with the concept pending staff review. C.
Goodenough stated that residential cul-de-sacs after a certain date would have the storage area. M. Tristany
asked if this was to be a town road. H. Heller stated yes since the frontage could not be met if it was a private
road. J. Faulise stated that the Norwich Industrial Park has all public streets for maintenance. There was
discussion of this matter.

P. Lach asked for a motion.

MOTION: J. Barnie moved to approve the suggestions brought forth in this application to change the subdivision
regulations regarding commercial/industrial property subject to staff review. C. Geer seconded the motion. All
were in favor. The motion was carried.

Item C. Jim Bardia, owner of Change Wind Corporation, explained that he would like to create a industrial park
at the Wyre Wynd property and he was looking for support for a tax abatement on the property. J. Barnie asked
if this would be a recommendation by the EDC. M. Tristany stated yes and that this would go before the BOS
and a Town meeting. J. Barnie stated that he had been in discussions in this matter but that it may not be
possible for tax abatement. There was discussion of this matter including Change Wind Corporation’s status with
the DECD

P. Lach asked that if this can be resolved at the weekly round table meetings since T. Giard and J. Barnie attend
these meetings. M. Tristany stated yes but that a quorum would be needed to approve anything. J. Barnie
stated that this board should still approve it. J. Bardia stated that there would be nine (9) rentable spaces for
cottage businesses in this “industrial park”. M. T stated that he would like to see a detailed narrative from Jim
Bardia of the job creation potential giving number of jobs created. J. Bardia would like to develop this property
into a mini industrial park. There was discussion of this matter including that J. Bardia gave an update of the
DECD’s requests from Cowlis Andrews for numbers of orders.

P. Lach stated that we could have a meeting at 4 pm. Mario will let the members know which date this could be
done. C. Goodenough asked if the nine lease options include Change Wind. J. Bardia stated yes. C. Geer asked
if it was a case by case for tax abatements. J. Barnie stated that the tax abatement is for the developer who
owns the property. C. Goodenough asked if that would dissuade companies from leasing a location. J. Bardia
stated that lessees will be a triple net lease making their tax liability lower. There was discussion of this matter.
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6. Matters Presented for Consideration

A. Discussion and update of a Town of Griswold Commercial Small Business Revolving Fund.
P. Lach stated that this item can be tabled to the next meeting.
B. Discussion and update of STEAP grant downtown streetscape improvements

P. Lach asked about the STEAP grant. M. Tristany explained that the 2015 STEAP grant was filed; Senator Andy
Maynard and Senator Cathy Osten are working on this grant. K. Skulczyck is meeting with Cathy Osten and a Mr.
Moody at the state level next week to talk about it.

C. Discussion and action on EDC 2015 Calendar of Meetings

P. Lach asked for a motion to approve the 2015 Calendar of Meetings. There was discussion of this matter.
MOTION: C. Geer moved to approve the 2015 Calendar of Meetings for the Economic Development
Commission. C. Goodenough seconded the motion. All were in favor. The motion was carried.

J. Barnie stated that he will be traveling in 2015 and so he will miss one or two meetings early in the year.

7. Correspondence

There was no correspondence.

8. Other Matters
A. Update on Local Business Summit held on November 19, 2014.

M. Tristany stated that all of the members had attended this summit. He stated that this has been discussed at
the Wednesday meetings and the bankers were pleased with the turnout. J. Barnie stated that it will begin to
focus specific topics for businesses. C. Goodenough stated that he is working on an on-line survey for all of the
email address that we obtain at the Business Summit. He stated that the survey should only be 10 or so
questions. P. Lach stated when he had training sessions; there was a survey handed out at the end of training
session. He stated that this could be done at future events including seminars to give the basic skills to operate
a business. There was discussion of the types of future events. C. Goodenough stated that K. Skulczyck has that
email list. M. Tristany will check with K. Skulczyck about the list. J. Barnie suggested that there should be
seminars on how the various departments in the Town Hall work; this would help to reduce complaints. He
stated that other towns have done this type of seminar.

P. Lach stated that he and J. Barnie are on a Vision Group that will be officially formed to create an executive
committee made up of people from other boards. He stated that we are working an outline of a hierarchy of the
different blocks from the boards and commissions to provide their vision plans and concepts for the Town. M.
Tristany asked for an electronic version to send to the members. P. Lach stated that the goal is to have each
group to explain their component and so by May there will be a working document to present to the Towns
people. There was discussion of this matter.

9. Adjournment

P. Lach asked for a motion to adjourn.
MOTION: C. Geer moved to adjourn C. Goodenough seconded the motion. All were in favor. The meeting
adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna M. Szall
Recording Secretary
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