
 

 

28 Main Street 
Griswold, CT 06351 

Phone (860) 376-7060, Fax (860 376-7070 

GRISWOLD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

SPECIAL MEETING  

GRISWOLD TOWN HALL  

I. SPECIAL MEETING (7:00 P.M.)  

APPROVED MINUTES 
 

APRIL 13, 2015

1. Call to Order  

Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr. called this special meeting of the Griswold Economic Development  
Commission to order at 7:00 p.m.  

2. Roll Call  

Present:  Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr., Paul Lach, James W. Barnie, Ken Bousquet, Town Planner Mario  
J. Tristany and Recording Secretary Donna Szall  

Absent:  Charlotte Geer  

3. Determination of Quorum  

T. Giard stated that there was a quorum for this special meeting of the Economic Development  
Commission.  

4. Approval of Minutes  

A. Approval of meeting minutes of February 18, 2016  

T. Giard asked for any corrections or omissions on the minutes  

MOTION: P. Lach moved to approve the minutes of February 18, 2015. J. Barnie seconded the motion.  
All were in favor. The motion was carried.  

5. Public Comment  

T. Giard stated for the record that there was no one present from the public to make public comment.  

6. Matters Presented for Consideration  

A. Continuation of review of potential zoning impediments to economic development  
1. Update on Zone Change for C-1/C-2 Blended Commercial Zoning Regulations  

T. Giard stated that the zoning change was approved by the Planning & Zoning Commission. He gave a  
brief overview of the P & Z meeting. He stated that everything was positive.  

T. Giard stated that for the record K. Bousquet arrived at 7:04 p.m.  

M. Tristany stated that he was impressed with the member who where there and gave scrutiny to the  

zoning change. E. Kudlis and C. Kinnie, J. Krueger and P. W. Zvingilas gave extensive reasons why they  

were in favor of this change; and it was unanimously adopted by the commission.  

B. Discussion of the Borough minutes to identify economic development.  

T. Giard stated that he did not get any Borough minutes in his packet. D. Szall explained that there have  
been no new minutes received from the Borough.  
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C. Discussion regarding the sale of municipally-owned properties.  

T. Giard stated that the one property that stands out is School Street. J. Barnie stated that for the  

record, he was opposed to the sale of this property. He explained that there were comments made that  

the potential for an egress coming out of School Street because there so many accidents there. He  

stated that the general feeling for an egress along the river will be lengthy battle to get it approved. T.  

Giard stated he agreed with J. Barnie; and that the property has more value for the town. American  

Ambulance was looking at to develop required that there be to egresses for the ambulance garage.  

M. Tristany stated that the have been to see him and he created a conceptual plan consisting of an  

11,400 s. f. on the school street site, with an addition of 3,200 s.f. attached; there were 30 parking  

spaces on the site. He stated the operations manager had concerns that there should be a second  

means of egress from any site. There was discussion of this matter.  

D. Discussion and update of Main Street lighting project.  

T. Giard stated that M. Tristany placed the order for the light posts. M. Tristany stated that he placed an  

order for 2S lights for a total of 37 lights on Main Street. He stated that he also bought banner poles for  

the lamp posts. He explained that he was waiting for confirmation from the State regarding "prevailing  

wage" rules. P. Lach asked how far up the lamp posts went. M. Tristany stated that they will go up one  

lamp post up at Jewett City Electric. M. Tristany explained that the additional conduit will be installed  

for that light post.  

K. Bousquet asked who the electrician would be for the job. M. Tristany stated that this project would  

go out to competitive bid again to determine who would do the work. He explained that some portions  

of the work could be done by the town. P. Lach stated that the connections must be made by a licensed  

electrical company. M. Tristany stated that the State could not allow JC Electric to be used for the  

project because of the competitive bid process. P. Lach asked who would own the lights. M. Tristany  

stated that he believe that the lights would be owned by J C Electric. P. Lach stated that they should be  

paying to put them in. He stated that those are assets that we are giving them. T. Giard stated that he  

thought that the Town was maintaining ownership and they would bill us for the maintenance. There  

was discussion of this matter.  

P. Lach asked what the time line was for the lights. M. Tristany explained that the bid specs are being  

revised now and the lighting plans are being revised, the paving will be bid separately. There was  

discussion of this matter.  

E. Update on Griswold Creative Arts and Culture Commission presentation by Erica Bevis  

T. Giard asked Erica Bevis to give her presentation of the Griswold Creative Arts and Culture  

Commission. E. Bevis explained that we organized this commission that was approved by the selectmen.  

She explained that her background was in the film industry; and that K. Skulczyck asked her to  

accompany the location scout from the State Department of Films came to Griswold and was very  

impressed with the town of Griswold was excellent at an "All Terrain" area for industry shoots. She  

stated that this gave her the idea for this Commission to help with bringing jobs and the film industry to  

Griswold because there is such talent in Griswold. She stated that there are many film people who live  

in the town. She stated that this commission will also help to support Ray Churchill's Eastern  

Connecticut Performing Arts Center that he is planning for Griswold  

. T. Giard stated that Wind Change Corporation owns the whole Wyre Wynd location. There was  

discussion of this matter.  
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She stated that they are a sub-commission of Griswold Parks and Recreation; there will be an art show  
on Saturday, June 29 that will be for local artists from Griswold and from close surrounding towns; the  
next event is "Griswold's Got Talent" Show in the Winter. She gave a list of the commission members  
for a page on the Town Website. She stated that her ultimate goal was to bring a film studio to Griswold  
and the Wyre Wynd location in one of the buildings. T. Giard stated' that a holding company has  
purchased this whole complex. There was discussion of this matter including that Connecticut is one of  
the top three states in the country for filming with 47 independent film studios here that produced over  
$300 million in revenue with major films shot here; and that many actors and film crews live in  
Connecticut.  

T. Giard asked how the EDC fit into her idea. E. Bevis state that the EDC for their economic development  
and would be helpful to attract a studio here and to support a Creative Arts Center here. She stated that  
she will be registering with the State Department of Film and she will submit some photographs to put  
into the film library. There was a discussion of this matter including the number of good musical talent  
in the area with two major music studios in New London.  

J. Barnie asked how the EDC could help bring this industry here. E. Bevis stated that the EDC should  
support this idea; anyone from the industry who is interested in coming to Griswold, they would speak  
to the EDC. T. Giard stated that members have volunteered to get involved with various projects. He  
asked for volunteers. P. Lach volunteered to act as liaison with E. Bevis on this project. T. Giard stated  
that this information will be raised as a topic at the next Round Table meeting. E. Bevis asked the EDC to  
look out for locations for a film studio. M. Tristany stated that he will mention it to Jim Bardia. There  
was discussion of this matter including dissemination of their commission on the website and with  
flyers; newspapers and television stations.  

T. Giard suggested a video promo of Griswold and what it has to offer which can be sent to major  

studios and independent film studios. E. Bevis asked if he knew someone to shoot the video. T. Giard  

stated that he does know someone who can do this video.  

E. Bevis thank the commission for their help with this commission. T. Giard thanked E. Bevis for her  

presentation.  

7. Correspondence 

There was no correspondence  

8. Other Matters  

Item A. J. Barnie gave an update on the Municipal Parking project. He stated that he was in  
negotiation with the Anthony Brothers vacant lot behind the hardware store. He stated that he  
presented it to the BOS and there were concerns about some of the terms of the proposed agreement.  
He stated that they will come up with some alternatives for this proposed agreement. M. Tristany stated  
that he suggested that there be some upgrade with grading, stone dust and wheel stops that the owners  
would reimburse the town for these upgrades if the lot was sold by the owners. P. Lach stated that the  
original plans was to use part of Rite Aid parking area as a municipal lot since that is where most people  
park anyway. M. Tristany stated that Rite Aid has all that parking because there were two proposed  
movie theaters at one time. J. Barnie stated that the town would be giving up the taxes for the time it is  
used as a municipal lot, $2,000 Town and $300 Borough taxes. He stated that there could be about 40  
parking spots. There was discussion of this matter including who would be using this lot and that you are  
providing parking for expansion.  

J. Barnie stated that he is planning to restructure this agreement and that the BOS is asking for an  

endorsement by this commission to support the idea of establishing areas for municipal parking in the  
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downtown area; and it can eventually include the Right Aid parking lot. There was discussion of this  

matter. T. Giard asked for a motion to send a letter to the BOS addressing municipal parking.  

MOTION: J. Barnie moved that the EDC send a letter of endorsement to the BOS to establish some  

down town parking in various areas of the town, specifically to the Anthony site negotiations at this  

particular time. K. Bousquet seconded the motion. There were 3 aye votes and 1 abstention from P.  

Lach. The motion carries.  

Item B. T. Giard gave the proposal of the Greenway Report project proposed by Jason Vincent to the  

members. He stated that J. Vincent submitted a grant and received $5,000 for two interns to put this  

report together showing a river walk that links Canterbury at Route 14 and Norwich at the Shetucket  

River. T. Giard read page 3 for the record explaining the Greenway which is an 8 mile stretch along the  

Quinebaug River. T. Giard stated that it supports trails and corridors which he read for the record. T.  

Giard read the population overview for the record on page 7. P. Lach asked why it was just showing  

Jewett City. T. Giard stated that J. Vincent is showing a snap shot of the area. T. Giard read page 9  

showing the river area and the uses of the properties on this area. T. Giard read page 10 showing the  

existing hiking trails along the river in our community and how they can be tied in to the river walk, on  

Page 11 shows other trails in the state forest and state park areas and connect them to the river walk;  

Page 12 value indicators; Page 13 is a map of the rivers. Page 14 shows Clayville Pond and Aspinook  

Pond. There was discussion of this matter including, how the private property will be addressed for this  

greenway, connecting the existing trails with the river walk as well as the next steps for the project that  

included a safety audit for walkways of the general area.  

J. Barnie stated that he would like to see a greenway run up the Pachaug River from the Quinebaug to  
the Veterans Park and the Triangle property. P. Lach asked if there would be federal money for these  
grants. T. Giard stated that it would be through the Federal program for recreation. There was  
discussion of this matter.  

T. Giard asked for vote to accept the report and to send it to the BOS for their resolution to support this  

report and then it will be forwarded Jason to submit this report.  

MOTION: J. Barnie moved to accept and forward this excellent Greenway Extensionplan to the BOS for  

their resolution and to forward it to Jason Vincent. P.L seconded the motion. All were in favor. The  

motion was carried.  

ITEM C. T. Giard stated that the CT Siting Council is having a site walk on April 20, 2016 at the Corner  

of Route 138 and Latham Drive at 10:30 a.m., 1219 and 1227 Voluntown Road. There was discussion of  

this matter including that it is a $20 million project, generates $320 thousand in permitting fees and $370  
thousand in tax revenue. T. Giard stated that the power will be sold to Eversourse.  

 ITEM D.  T. Giard stated that the EDC should forward a request to the BOS to purchase software for  

the website and for other projects. There was discussion of this matter. T. Giard asked for a motion.  

MOTION: K. Bousquet moved to send a letter to the K. Skulczyck, First Selectman, recommending  

purchasing update website software and extra memory for the Planning Department. J. Barnie seconded  

the motion. All were in favor. The motion was carried.  

ITEM E. Summit Update. T. Giard stated that there is a flyer that Donna created for us to look at. J.  
Barnie stated that we will try to some free advertising. T. Giard stated that there is a speaker from the  

Department of Labor. T. Giard and K. Skulczyck will speak about current issues. M. Minarsky will be,  

gratis, the master of ceremonies. The Chair of the Chamber of Commerce will speak: Jason Vincent will  

to a wrap up with information from the audience of what is important to them. Ray Churchill will  

provide entertainment with the High School Chorus. Putnam bank is paying for food and drink. T. Giard  

asked to think about distributing this information to the business people in the community.  
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T. Giard stated that there is a sample of a survey that was done and that people can fill this information  
out regarding their email address. He would like an email file that the survey can create so we can  
communicate with the business community on a regular basis. P. Lach stated that there should be  
more questions about the summit. M. Tristany suggested having Mr. Guilano be a speaker at the summit  
of why he chose Griswold for his business, Family Headquarters, Hannah's Market. T. Giard stated to  
have them there at the Summit to acknowledge them.  

9. Adjournment 

T. Giard asked for a motion to adjourn.  

MOTION: P. Lach moved to adjourn the Griswold Economic Development Commission. K. Bousquet  

seconded the motion. All were in favor. The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Donna M. Szall  

Recording Secretary  
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