28 Main Street
Guiswold, €& 06351
Phone (860) 376-7060, Fase (860) 376-7070

GRISWOLD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING APPROVED MINUTES
GRISWOLD TOWN HALL JUNE 17, 2015

I. REGULAR MEETING (7:00 P.M.)
1. Call to Order

Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr. called this regular meeting of the Griswold Economic Development
Commission to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. Roll Call

Present: Chairman Thomas Giard, Jr., Paul Lach, Charlotte Geer, James W. Barnie, Ken Bousquet,
Town Planner Mario J. Tristany and Recording Secretary Donna Szall

3. Determination of Quorum

T. Giard stated that there was a quorum for this regular meeting of the Economic Development
Commission.

T. Giard welcomed K. Bousquet to the Economic Development Commission remarking that he was
experienced in the construction business. He will be sworn in at a later date so he will not be voting
tonight.

4. Approval of Minutes

A. Approval of meeting minutes of May 20, 2015

T. Giard asked for any corrections or omissions on the minutes
MOTION: J. Barnie moved to approve the minutes of May 20, 2015 as presented. C. Geer seconded the
motion. All were in favor. The motion was carried.

5. Public Comment

T. Giard stated that there was no one present from the public at this time.

6. Matters Presented for Consideration

A. Discussion and update of a Town of Griswold Commercial Small Business Revolving Fund

T. Giard stated that the fund has been approved by the Board of Selectmen; but that there is no money
to put into it at this time. He state that UCF will be closing in August for the 226 East Main Street
property for $240,000. J. Barnie stated that UCF is waiting for a bond approval. T. Giard stated that
there was discussion that some of that money may be used for economic development projects.

B. Discussion and update of STEAP grant downtown streetscape improvements

T. Giard asked M. Tristany for an update. M. Tristany stated that he spoke with K. Skulczyck and at the
round table meeting that Senator Cook, Paul Brycki and others had told him that Griswold and Lisbon
are on the next list for potential awards in July for the lighting. He explained that the project was to be
built with a center core when CTDOT informed Griswold that Route 12 would be re-milled and paved.
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He stated that the conduit was installed because there would be 5 year moratorium to do work in the
state road after it was repaved. He stated that it will be approximately $300,000 to purchase the
balance of the lights, and there is a small section of conduit work to be done at intersection at Dean’s
Corner; there are a total of 37 lights. He stated that 2015 STEAP Grant was put in for $380,000. P. Lach
asked if it was enough to cover what is to be done and what would happen if the town did not get the
money. M. Tristany stated that we are hoping to get the next funding. He stated that Senator Cathy
Osten from Sprague has been very helpful and Paul has been able to make contacts, and Andy Maynard
has also been very helpful. J. Barnie stated that Cathy Osten has been extremely helpful.

K. Bousquet stated that the work at Dean’s Corner and the rough in and the rest of the lights will come
from this money. He asked what the time line was for that. M. Tristany stated yes and K. Skulczyck has
gotten that project to be postponed. He explained that the paving project by the State may turn into
reconstruct the entire road bed. T. Giard asked if the reconstruction of the road bed would interfere
with the conduit. M. Tristany stated that the conduit is well below any reconstruction of the road bed.

J. Barnie asked if the Jewett City Water Company’s new main up Route 138 or will there be work on
Main Street. M. Tristany stated that it will start at the corner of Main Street and go up Route 138.

C. Continuation of review of potential zoning impediments to economic development.

T. Giard asked for any ideas from the members. J. Barnie stated that the time spent by the East Coast
Auto to get approved, there should be some way to simplify that. He stated that he has spent a long
time trying to get one subdivision approved in Massachusetts.

M. Tristany stated that the owners of East Coast Auto Sales were a little off base about the length of
time. He stated that the property they bought was a C-1 zone that did not permit automotive repair and
sales. He explained they had three options: 1) to file for a text change to allow that use in the C-z; a
boundary zone change from C-1 to C-2; and 3) the official ruling, adopted by the Planning and Zoning
Commission, was chosen and their Surveyor presented their argument that the auto sales and repairs
historically were existing in the C-1 zone on Route 12. The Planning and Zoning Commission ruled that
that they were doing was similar. He stated that there was some neighborhood opposition and it took
time for their approval but it was not the fault of the town.

T. Giard stated that we should look at the C-1 zone and sponsor a text change to make it more
acceptable of other commercial activity. J. Barnie stated that to simplify things to make it go more
expeditiously. M. Tristany stated that based on other surrounding towns in Connecticut for projects and
that Griswold is not that hard; we have planning and zoning members and inland wetlands members
who understand. T. Giard asked if the EDC should look at a text change. M. Tristany stated that that
area should have been a C-2 zone. T. Giard asked if it may have been an area. M. Tristany stated that it
was designed that way. M. Tristany stated that C-1 is called Village Commercial. J. Barnie asked if we
should look at rezoning it. M. Tristany stated that we should wait a little while since he will become full
time, he can spend more time.

J. Barnie suggested looking at the zoning regulations to see where there are impediments. T. Giard
stated that M. Tristany will look at the regulations to suggest changes that the EDC can sponsor. C. Geer
stated that members of the community are on social media and that there is an impression that it is
difficult for anything to get done in this community. She which there was a way publish that the EDC is
open to development. M. Tristany stated that those comments are made by people who do not know.
M. Tristany stated that Plainfield has the infrastructure such as natural gas. J. Barnie stated that we
need to market ourselves better to help stop the negative comments. C. Geer stated that it would help
us to grow.
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T. Giard stated that was the goal of the business summits we hold and giving the message that we are
here to help people to develop their businesses. J. Barnie stated that people should sit at the round
table discussions for more than one meeting would help them.

T. Giard stated that the round table meetings are a five member panel and if there are more than two
members at this meeting from the EDC, it would be considered a meeting, to be posted with minutes.
M. Tristany stated he had spoken to the town attorney about that; and he was told that if he as the
planner called a meeting and more than two members of one commission show up it was not
considered a meeting. He stated that the round table meetings are called by the first selectman. M.
Tristany will get an opinion on that question. J. Barnie stated that anyone can come and just sit in the
public to listen to the proceedings.

D. Discussion regarding municipally owned properties.

T. Giard stated that Byron Lazine signed a contract with to represent the School Street property for the
Town. C. Geer asked what the listing price was. T. Giard stated that he did not know. He stated that B.
Lazine will do an appraisal and come up with a price. T. Giard explained that the town has an agreement
with commercial realtors to sell town-owned properties. He explained that the contract is for a 5
percent commission: 2.5 percent goes to the buyer’s agent, 2.5 percent that he charges goes back to the
town to be put into the EDC line item for economic development consultants.

6. Correspondence

There was no correspondence
7. Other Matters

A. Wolverine Radio has set up its operation in the bank building on the corner of Tracy Avenue and
Main Street.

A. Update and discussion of future Local Business Summit and Small Business Summit

T. Giard stated that next Wednesday night is at the Overlook at Geer Tree Farm starting at 6 pm. P. Lach
suggested that P. Brycki and A. Maynard would like to see them show up to explain why they voted and
how it will impact the businesses for the tax increases. T. Giard stated that it was put out there today
for P. Brycki. C. Geer stated that we can give them a hard time after we get the next grant. T. Giard
stated that the Eastern Savings Bank will be providing food and refreshment after the meeting. There
will be four speakers. There will be a table for business cards and brochures. C. Geer asked when the
member should be there. T. Giard stated that he will be there at 5 pm. He asked the members to bring
their business cards.

M. Tristany showed photographs of the outside patio that it being built at Uncle Kranky’s on Main
Street. T. Giard asked if the road was shut down. M. Tristany explained that K. Skulczyck is trying to
meet with the other property owner to close the road. T. Giard stated that there are accidents there
and it can be shut down for public safety. P. Lach asked who did the flower boxes. M. Tristany asked
who planted the boxes. T. Giard stated that it was Demicco’s Greenhouse. P. Lach stated that they look
great. C.G suggested a thank you note. T. Giard stated that the town bought the flowers for the boxes. J.
Barnie stated that there is a fellow who picks up garbage and sweeps the street. D. Szall stated that he
was a brain injury person who does this because he wants to. There was discussion of this matter. T.
Giard suggested at the EDC recommends that the First Selectmen take the initiative about.

T. Giard stated that the NECD contract was signed for their services and is open-ended and we can think
about how we can utilize those services.

Griswold Economic Development Commission
Regular Meeting June 17, 2015 Page 3 of 4



T. Giard asked for any other matters. There were no other matters.

8. Adjournment

T. Giard asked for a motion to adjourn.

MOTION: P. Lach moved to adjourn. C. Geer seconded the motion. All were in favor. The meeting
adjourned at 7:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna M. Szall
Recording Secretary
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