
 

 

GRISWOLD PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 
SPECIAL MEETING 
MINUTES JANUARY 17, 2006 GRISWOLD TOWN HALL 
 
I. SPECIAL MEETING (7:00 P.M.) 
 
1. Call to order: 
 
Chairperson Gail Rooke-Norman called this Special Meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. 
 
2. Roll Call: 

 
Present:  Chairperson Gail Rooke-Norman, Member Daniel DeGuire, Alternates Courtland 

Kinnie, John Schumaker, Town Planner Demian Sorrentino, Recording Secretary 
Donna Szall 

 
Absent:  Members Philip Anthony, Clyde Seaman, Roland Harris, Alternate Martin 

McKinney, ZEO Peter Zvingilas, 
 

3. Determination of Quorum: 
 
G. Rooke-Norman appointed C. Kinnie to sit for C. Seaman and J. Schumaker to sit for R. 
Harris.  There is a quorum for this special meeting. 
 
4. Workshop: 
 
The Griswold Planning & Zoning Commission will convene to discuss and work on the 
Griswold Plan of Conservation & Development update. 
 
G. Rooke-Norman asked D. Sorrentino since he was working on GIS training if he had a 
question regarding the maps and charts in the Plan of Development. 
 
D. Sorrentino stated that he attended training for ArcView GIS 9.1 a new mapping program.  He 
said that he was using the evaluation version before the actual version is purchased for in-house. 
He stated that he could rework the current maps in the plan of development using this evaluation 
version to replace the current maps.  G. Rooke-Norman asked what the time frame was to 
produce maps in the new format. D. Sorrentino stated that the Land Use and Future Land Use 
maps have not been completed in the old software program. He stated that to redo the completed 



 

 

maps would take half a day, and finish the work on the Land Use Maps on the new software. 
There was discussion of this matter including having the maps done by mid February. 
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G. Rooke-Norman stated that her goal was to have the plan of development ready for the next 
regular meeting. She stated that she wanted this workshop to be the last workshop before a 
public hearing. There was discussion of setting the date for the first public hearing for March 2nd 

and review by SECOG. 
 
G. Rooke-Norman stated that D. Sorrentino has implemented her changes and the changes from 
the last workshop and asked if there was one section that needs more attention than other. 
 
D. Sorrentino stated that he would like to discuss 3.G Land Use sections. He explained that the 
test was different from the 1993 Plan grouping some categories together and more analysis of 
agricultural and farm land with the building official. D. Sorrentino stated more land was actually 
in agricultural production.  
 
Figure 3.G.3 Development limitations Map was discussed on page 98 He stated that he could 
produce a new map from the State data. G. Rooke-Norman asked if there could be a change to 
the sentence that developed uses are overtaking undeveloped uses on page 88, third paragraph, 
and second sentence that rural uses are becoming residential uses.  There was discussion of this 
matter. 
 
3.G.4 Future Land Use – D. Sorrentino handed out copies of the future land use map to the 
Commission. G. Rooke-Norman stated that rural uses were becoming residential uses.  There 
was discussion of this matter. 
 
D. Sorrentino stated that on page 102 regarding land use be aimed at areas that can handle 
development in the future. He explained that residential development comes with a host of fiscal 
burdens and reconsider how the bulk of the remaining land will be identified.  
 
1. Create open space and recreation and conservation classification. There was discussion of 

this matter. 
 
2. Consider the implementation of town-wide R-80 zoning  
 
D. Sorrentino stated that he could survey the surrounding towns and Town land adjacent to the 
borough and availability of public utilities.  G. Rooke-Normand voiced her concerns for a town-
wide R-80 zone and would create more exceptions. D. Sorrentino suggested an urban growth 
boundary using I-395 as a boundary such as exit 86 and Rte 201. D. DeGuire asked if the R-80 
was implemented and five years from now because it is in the plan of development to go ahead a 
do it. There was discussion of this matter  
 
G. Rooke-Normans asked about the statements on page 88 and page 102 regarding the goal to 
maintain an even proportionality between developed and preserved land uses.  She stated that the 
percentages were not same on the pie charts.  D. Sorrentino explained the percentages and would 
make corrections.  D. Sorrentino asked for changes to the zoning regulations for future land use 
such as R-80 zoning. G. Rooke-Norman stated that she would consider “phasing out of R-20 and 
R-40 descriptions where practicable”. J. Schumaker suggested increasing the size requirements 
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of the existing zoning. G. Rooke-Norman spoke about the build able square for R-20 and R-40 
zoning. C. Kinnie suggested that the good land should go for agricultural and commercial. There 
was discussion of this matter including increasing minimum lot sizes to work for toward larger 
minimum lot requirements.  
 
3. Implement Open Space/Recreation & Conservation zoning district for State-owned 

properties in Griswold.  There was discussion of creating an open space zoning district to 
protect the state land 

 
There was discussion of removing the commercial zoning district at Rte 201, Deanna Drive and 
Stone Hill Road and changing C-2 to C-1 in the Doanville section. 
 
There was discussion to explore the elimination spot zones in town. 
 
C. Kinnie raised the issue of protecting the aquifer from intense gravel extractions such as the 
gravel extraction at Rixtown Road. There was discussion of this matter to create new regulation 
that the land must be put back to a natural state, be reforested and not built upon with a possible 
minimum fill depth.  
 
There was discussion of the establishment of business park zoning districts within the town. 
 
There was discussion of expanding C-1 Zoning or changing the zoning requirements for various 
commercially zoned areas in the Town such as I -395/Rte 138, the vicinities of Pachaug 
Cemetery, Sheldon Rd and Rte 138 and Voluntown border, Rte 138 & Oakville, Taylor Hill and 
Pine Roads,  
 
There was discussion of the open space requirements for conventional subdivision and the fee-
in-lieu of open space. 
 
There was discussion of undeveloped/low-density residential zoning for parcels for the future 
land use map. 
 
G. Rooke-Norman stated that the Fire Station Objective 1B should be changed. There was 
discussion of the public safety facilities. 
 
G. Rooke-Norman asked to have the changes discussed ready for the next meeting. 
 
G. Rooke-Norman asked if D. Sorrentino had received all the submissions from the other town 
agencies.  D. Sorrentino stated that he had not received information from the Superintendent of 
Roads for page 29 for the final list of what was done. There was discussion of this matter. 
 
D. Sorrentino asked for further recommendations.  C. Kinnie stated that at the Conservation 
Commission discussed increasing buffer areas and set back requirements for developers near 
active agricultural concerns to cut down on odor, and other considered nuisances There was 
discussion of this matter to include this as #5.  
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G. Rooke-Norman stated that the Zoning Board of Appeals had recommendations to review the 
set back requirements for some accessory buildings. There was discussion of this matter. 
 
5. Adjournment: 
 
G. Rooke-Norman asked for a motion to adjourn. J. Schumaker made a motion to adjourn. D. 
DeGuire seconded the motion. All were in favor. The meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 
 

 Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 

 Donna M. Szall 
 Recording Secretary 
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