28 Main Street
Guiswold, € 06351
Phone (860) 376-7060, Faxe (860) 376-7070

GRISWOLD PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING & REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES JANUARY 10, 2011 GRISWOLD TOWN HALL

1.

2.

3.

4,

PUBLIC HEARING (6:30 P.M.)

Call to order:
G. Rooke-Norman called this public hearing to order at 6:38 p.m.
Roll Call:
Present: Chairperson Gail Rooke-Norman, Vice Chair Martin McKinney, Secretary Courtland
Kinnie, Members Daniel DeGuire, Alternate Erica Bevis, ZEO Peter Zvingilas, Town
Planner Carl Fontneau, Recording Secretary Donna Szall

Absent: Member John Taylor, Alternates Heather Edge, Lawrence Laidley

Determination of Quorum:

G. Rooke-Norman appointed E. Bevis to sit for J. Taylor. There was a quorum for this public hearing.

Matter Presented For Public Comment

A. ZC 01-11 Coleman, Robert S. & Jeanne, 1458 Hopeville Road, Griswold, CT 06351. Property
location: 1182 Voluntown Road, Griswold. Request approval of zone change from current C-1
Village Commercial back to R-60 Residential zone. Property is zoned C-1.

G. Rooke-Norman stated that there is a new entry into this file where the applicant has filed an
amendment to the application and are requesting that we not go forward with additional information
his evening. She asked John Faulise, Boundaries, LLC if he wanted to withdraw the application and
reapply without prejudice with fees being credited to the new application for a hearing date on February
14, 2011. John Faulise stated that they would like to schedule a hearing for the February date. He
stated that we have submitted an amended application and site plan. He stated that there is an
additional fee because it is in excess of 15 acres. He asked the commission the best course of action. G.
Rooke-Norman stated that the application should be withdrawn and reapply without prejudice. There
was discussion of this matter. G. Rooke-Norman stated that we have a request for withdrawal of the
application without prejudice and a credit of the remaining funds that have not be expended has been
presented to the commission. She asked if the commission was in favor of this. All were in favor. The
ayes carried. G. Rooke-Norman closed the public hearing. At 6:44 p.m.
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1.

2.

3.

4,

1.

2.

PUBLIC HEARING (6:45 P.M.)

Call to order:
G. Rooke-Norman called this public hearing to order at 6:45 p.m.
Roll Call:
Present: Chairperson Gail Rooke-Norman, Vice Chair Martin McKinney, Secretary Courtland
Kinnie, Members Daniel DeGuire, Alternate Erica Bevis, ZEO Peter Zvingilas, Town
Planner Carl Fontneau, Recording Secretary Donna Szall

Absent: Member John Taylor, Alternates Heather Edge, Lawrence Laidley

Determination of Quorum:

G. Rooke-Norman appointed E. Bevis to sit for J. Taylor. There was a quorum for this public hearing.

Matter Presented For Public Comment

A. SRC 02-11 GRISWOLD, TOWN OF, 28 Main Street, Griswold, CT 06351. Text Amendment to
Town of Griswold Zoning Regulations Section 15.1 General Sign Requirements and Text
Amendment to Borough of Jewett Zoning Regulations City Section 13.7 General Sign
Requirements.

G. Rooke-Norman asked C. Fontneau to make his presentation of the zoning changes. C. Fontneau
explained that changes to Section 15 of the Town of Griswold General Sign Requirements. He read the
section for the record. C. Fontneau explained the changes to Section 13.7 of the Borough Sign
Requirements. He read the section for the record. G. Rooke-Norman stated that there were some
grammatical issue and suggested immaterial grammatical corrections; she added after any site plan
which ... "includes reference to a sign"... and near the end of the section ... "include any sign approvals
for Section 15.1 in the Town regulations". She stated that those same grammatical corrections can be
added to Section 13.7 of the Borough regulations. There was consensus by the commission that these
grammatical corrections were fine.

G. Rooke-Norman stated this is a public hearing and she opened the matter to public comment. She
asked for questions or concerns from staff. Hearing none, she asked for comments from the general
public. Hearing none, she asked for a motion to close the public hearing. M. McKinney made a motion
to close the public hearing, C. Kinnie seconded the motion. All were in favor. The public hearing was
closed as 6:54 p.m.

REGULAR MEETING (7:00 P.M.)

Call to order:
G. Rooke-Norman called this regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Roll Call:
Present: Chairperson Gail Rooke-Norman, Vice Chair Martin McKinney, Secretary Courtland
Kinnie, Members Daniel DeGuire, Alternates Erica Bevis, Lawrence Laidley, ZEO Peter

Zvingilas, Town Planner Carl Fontneau, Recording Secretary Donna Szall

Absent: Member John Taylor, Alternate Heather Edge
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3.

4,

5.

6.

Determination of Quorum:

G. Rooke-Norman appointed E. Bevis to sit for J. Taylor. There was a quorum for this regular meeting.
Approval of Minutes:
A. Approval of Minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 13, 2010
G. Rooke-Norman asked if there were any corrections or omissions to the minutes. D. DeGuire made a
motion to approve the minutes of December 13, 2010. C. Kinnie seconded the motion. All were in favor.

The ayes carried.

Correspondence and Attachments:

A. CBA Education & Training Seminar Brochure for Connecticut Land Use Law for Municipal Land
Use Agencies, Boards and Commissions Registration at Wesleyan University Saturday, March 12,
2011.

G. Rooke-Norman asked if this training session is all paid for by the town. C. Fontneau stated that there
are funds for two or three members since it is $45 per person. He stated that it is worth attending and
there is a publication and other handouts. G. Rooke-Norman stated that anyone who would like to
attend to contact C. Fontneau. There was discussion of this matter of those who would like to attend. G.
Rooke-Norman stated that we will work out the numbers for anyone who will attend this training
session.

Matters Presented for Consideration:

A. ZC 01-11 Coleman, Robert S. & Jeanne, 1458 Hopeville Road, Griswold, CT 06351. Property
location: 1182 Voluntown Road, Griswold. Request approval of zone change from current C-1
Village Commercial back to R-60 Residential zone. Property is zoned C-1.

G. Rooke-Norman stated that this was a prior public hearing where the applicant requested that the
matter be withdrawn without prejudice. She wanted a vote of the commission. D. DeGuire made a
motion to accept the withdrawal without prejudice and a roll over of unspent fees. C. Kinnie seconded
the motion. All were in favor. The ayes carried.

G. Rooke-Norman stated that there will be an amended application for this item which needs a public
hearing. C. Kinnie made a motion to set a public hearing for the substituted amended application ZC 01-
11 for February 14, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. in the Griswold town hall meeting room. M. McKinney seconded
the motion. All were in favor. The ayes carried.

B. SRC 02-11 GRISWOLD, TOWN OF, 28 Main Street, Griswold, CT 06351. Text Amendment to
Town of Griswold Zoning Regulations Section 15.1 General Sign Requirements and Text
Amendment to Borough of Jewett Zoning Regulations City Section 13.7 General Sign
Requirements.

G. Rooke-Norman stated that this was a prior public hearing. D. DeGuire made a motion to approve the
text amendments with the changes and to be effective on February 15, 2011. C. Kinnie seconded the
motion. All were in favor. The ayes carried.

C. ZP 02-11 Lambert, Peter, 16 Spicer Road, Preston, CT 06365. Property location: 1061
Voluntown Road, Griswold. Request approval for a Zoning Permit to add four 600 sq. ft. storage
buildings for storage of landscaping supplies, equipment, trucks and trailers. Property is zone C-
2.
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G. Rooke-Norman stated that this application was submitted in November and tabled in November and
December. C. Fontneau stated that it requires a decision this evening. He stated he spoke with Mr.
Lambert and was given a copy of attorney Branse's letter. C. Fontneau stated that Mr. Lambert was to
submit a withdrawal and request a carry over of the fee. C. Fontneau stated that the commission must
make a decision this evening and he is recommending that this application be denied because of an
incomplete site plan and amended application. G. Rooke-Norman asked what the attorney fee was. C.
Fontneau stated that it was $650.00. G. Rooke-Norman asked what the application fee was. C. Fontneau
stated that it was $400. M. McKinney asked if staff should have reviewed the application to insure that
it was complete. C. Fontneau stated that staff cannot determine if an application is complete only that
the elements are there.

M. McKinney stated that there should be a complete site plan that shows enough detail. G. Rooke-
Norman stated that the site plan should be a new site plan submitted not a site plan that has penciled in
changes on a plan that is eight or ten years old. There was discussion of this matter including that the
there was no square footage in the building to support the uses on the site.

G. Rooke-Norman asked the cost of the attorney's letter and the cost of the application. C. Fontneau
stated it was $650 and the application was $400. G. Rooke-Norman stated that the all the application
fee has been spent. C. Fontneau stated yes and recommended that the application be denied for an
incomplete site plan. G. Rooke-Norman summarized the issues itemized in attorney's letter for the
record. G. Rooke-Norman asked that those statements be part of the motion. D. DeGuire requested
himself from this application.

M. McKinney made a motion to deny without prejudice ZP 02-11 with the enclosure of the town
attorney outlining the merits of the denial. E. Bevis seconded the motion. All were in favor. The ayes
carried.

D. ZP 04-11 Griswold Volunteer Fire Company, 883 Voluntown Road, Griswold, CT 06351.
Request for approval of a site plan modification for an out building. Property is zoned R-60.

G. Rooke-Norman asked if there was someone to represent the applicant. John Faulise, Boundaries, LLC
stated that this application was reviewed in December and the outstanding issue was the required
action of the Inland Wetlands Commission. He stated that the Inland Wetlands Commission issued a
permit in as special meeting on January 6, 2011. He stated that this is for a 30 x 40 garage for cold
storage building to house fire department equipment.. He asked that the commission approve this
application. G. Rooke-Norman stated that D. DeGuire has recused himself from this application. She
appointed L. Laidley to sit for D. DeGuire. G. Rooke-Norman stated that there is a copy of the permit
granted by the Inland Wetlands Commission on January 6, 2011. G. Rooke-Norman asked C. Fontneau if
there are any other outstanding issued. C. Fontneau stated no. G. Rooke-Norman asked if there was a
requirement of a bond. C. Kinnie stated that there was no bond required by the Inland Wetland
Commission. J. Faulise stated that there has been no bond proposed by the applicant with only a small
section of sediment fence to be installed. P. Zvingilas stated that the fire department can install the
sediment fence on this site. G. Rooke-Norman asked as the ZEO, he was comfortable with installation of
the fence. P. Zvingilas stated yes.

C. Kinnie made a motion to approve application ZP 04-11. L. Laidley seconded the motion. All were in
favor. The ayes carried.

Additional Business:

A. Discussion of changes to subdivision and zoning regulations.

G. Rooke-Norman asked for a motion to move this item to the end of the agenda. E. Bevis so moved. L.
Laidley seconded the motion. All were in favor. The ayes carried.

Griswold Planning & Zoning Commission
Public Hearings and Regular Meeting
Minutes January 10, 2011 Page 4



8. Old Business
There was no old business.
9. New Business:

G. Rooke-Norman asked if there was any new business. P. Zvingilas stated that he had items under his
report. G. Rooke-Norman asked for his report.

10. Reports from the Enforcement Officer:

P. Zvingilas stated that there is an application for a building permit from American Legion and there is a
letter in the read along regarding an official ruling that the modifications made to the site plan were not
substantial enough to require further hearings or action on the part of the commission. He was asking if
that was the intent of the official ruling and whether the commission has seen the revised site plan. C.
Fontneau stated that the official ruling in March 2008 showed a concept plan showing the additional
building, landscaping, parking lot and number of spaces, this is the site plan that was submitted to
support the building permit application. P. Zvingilas stated that that if the commission does not have a
problem with then new site plan, it will be used it for the building permit.

John Faulise, Boundaries, LLC representing the American Legion explained that the applicant had come
before this commission and the Zoning Board of Appeals a few occasions for approvals. Planning and
Zoning issued a zoning permit in September 2007 and in March 2008 there was a change to the number
of units but no changes to the footprint or parking spaces and small changes to the design of the
building and was brought to the commission and the commission made their official ruling. He stated
that he has the old site plan and the amended site tonight. G. Rooke-Norman asked if the proposal to
buy the house next door was part of the original site plan. J. Faulise stated yes. He showed the
commission the earlier plan and the amended site plan. There was discussion of this matter including
that the changes were not substantially different.

P. Zvingilas stated that the building permit will be based on the amended plan submitted. G. Rooke-
Norman asked the commission if they were fine with this. There was consensus from the commission
that this was fine. C. Fontneau suggested that the amended site plan dated November 30, 2010 should
be added to the file to update the zoning permit.

D. DeGuire recused himself from this item. G. Rooke-Norman appointed L. Laidley to sit for D. DeGuire.

G. Rooke-Norman stated that there should be an Official Ruling that the modifications presented today
do not change the general scope toward a new zoning permit and requiring that all of the modifications
of the site plan dated November 30, 2010 be added to the existing zoning permit. E. Bevis so moved. M.
McKinney seconded the motion. All were in favor. The ayes carried.

G. Rooke-Norman asked if he had other items. P. Zvingilas stated that the Jewett City Fire Department
here. He explained that he can grant a zoning permit for a box trailer for only a few months at a time;
they are looking to have a box trailer for storage of some of their antique equipment for a two year
period. C. Fontneau stated that the application was submitted too late to put on the agenda.

M. McKinney asked about the trailer on North Main Street that has not been any renewals and did not
pay. P. Zvingilas stated that that issue has been resolved.

P. Zvingilas stated that it will be behind the building and the fire company owns 4.5 acres in the back. G.
Rooke-Norman asked if someone was here to represent the fire department. Deputy Chief Robert
Hanson was here to answer questions. G. Rooke-Norman asked what a Connex box was. C. Fontneau
explained it was storage box like a tractor trailer box without wheels. P. Zvingilas stated that those were
used by the school for storage at the Slater Mill Mall that the commission approved a year ago. P.
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Zvingilas stated that the commission can issue a permit for any length of time. G. Rooke-Norman asked if
this would be more permanent beyond the two years. R. Hanson explained that they want to make a
storage garage like the Griswold Fire Department but funding is a little tight. We want to store antique
equipment in there. There was discussion of this matter.

M. McKinney made a motion to approve ZP 05-11 to allow a 40 ft. x 8 ft. Connex box to be off the
pavement on the grass area for a two year period for storage of fire department antique equipment
only. E. Bevis seconded the motion. All were in favor. The ayes carried.

P. Zvingilas had one other item about a letter from the safety committed to have the town pump
building demolished. He stated that the American Legion is budgeted to demolish the building. M.
McKinney asked if it was boarded up. G. Rooke-Norman asked if it was secure. P. Zvingilas stated that
he cannot make the owner do that. He stated that he would have to go to court to secure the building
and board it up. M. McKinney asked if someone from the town can board it up. D. DeGuire stated that
there is a problem with the attorneys getting a closing on those properties; the legion is paying the rent
on the vacant buildings from the tenants that were displaced. G. Rooke-Norman asked that staff send a
letter to the borough warden to authorize that that town staff or fire department board up any visible
access. There was discussion of this matter to secure the building.

M. McKinney made a motion in lieu of the fact that there may be a closing within the next thirty days to
revisit this at the next monthly meeting so that investigations may be made and for it to be placed on
the February agenda. C. Kinnie seconded the motion. There were four aye votes and 1 nay vote. The
ayes carried.

P. Zvingilas state that this is under the building codes, not the blighted building ordinance because of the
S50 a day fine. G. Rooke-Norman stated that he has responsibility under the blight ordinance that this
commission has no control over. M. McKinney. Stated that this is a commercial building P. Zvingilas
stated that this is a commercial and the blight ordinance doe not apply.

C. Fontneau explained that the state bond commission met and two items were on their agenda that
there is that money from the DEP assessment funds for Triangle to be used for the demolition funds in
the amount of $70,000 or 80,000 for the demolition. He stated that the $20,000 approved about two
years ago for updates to the Plan of Conservation and Development may be release with the next year.
He stated that there was work done with the Last Green Valley to identify natural resource inventory to
up date the open space plan. C. Kinnie stated that the overlay maps that were done in that project are
interesting. There was discussion of this matter.

11. Adjournment:

G. Rooke-Norman asked for a motion to adjourn. D. DeGuire made a motion to adjourn. E. Bevis
seconded the motion. All were in favor. The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna M. Szall
Recording Secretary

Griswold Planning & Zoning Commission
Public Hearings and Regular Meeting
Minutes January 10, 2011 Page 6



