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28 Main Street
Griswold, € 06351
Phone (860) 376-7060, Faxe (860) 376-7070

GRISWOLD PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING & REGULAR MEETING APPROVED MINUTES
GRISWOLD TOWN HALL MAY 9, 2016

SALUTE TO THE FLAG
REGULAR MEETING (7:00 P.M.)

Call to order:
A. Vice Chairman Courtland Kinnie called this regular meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.
Roll Call
Present: Courtland Kinnie, James Krueger, Charlotte Geer, Alternates Tom Palasky, Town Planner Mario
Tristany, ZEO Peter Zvingilas
Absent: Martin McKinney, Erik Kudlis, Robert Parrette, Peter W. Zvingilas, Recording Secretary Donna Szall
Determination of Quorum

C. Kinnie appointed T. Palasky to sit for E. Kudlis. There was a quorum for this regular meeting.

Approval of Minutes

A. Approval of the minutes of the Regular meeting of April 11, 2016

C. Kinnie stated that on page 2 of the minutes during the public hearing, he had asked how the sign would be
illuminated and that it would be interior illuminated as stated by the applicant. M. Tristany stated that he will have
Donna check that. C. Geer stated that page 9 for the paragraph that it reads C. Geer stated that there was a
problem when it was drive and should read dry. C. Kinnie asked for a motion to table the minutes to the next
regular meeting.

MOTION: C. Geer so moved. J. Krueger seconded the motion. All were in favor. The motion was carried.

Correspondence and Attachments

A. Connecticut Federation of Planning and Zoning Agencies Quarterly Newsletter, Spring 2016, Volume XX,
Issue 2

M. Tristany explained that that issue had court cases for non-compliance to the road ordinance is not an obstacle
to affordable housing, and the inability to expand a building presents a personal hardship issue cannot be granted
a variance. M. Tristany explained that a quorum is not needed to continue a hearing.. C. Kinnie stated that for the
affordable housing and the road does not meet the road ordinance, isn’t that the purview of Planning and Zoning
for public safety. M. Tristany stated not based on this recent court case. C. Kinnie so the turning radii, surface
conditions or sight lines do not apply. M. Tristany stated that is right. C. Kinnie asked what if the road is
unimproved. M. Tristany stated that would be the same C. Kinnie asked about the quorum not being needed to
continue the public hearing that if you don’t have the same people how you can continue the public hearing. M.
Tristany stated that we had this similar situation because of a snow storm; we got three members to continue
reschedule it to the next month. He stated that if the circumstances are such that a quorum is gotten you can
have two members to reschedule the public hearing. P. Zvingilas stated that this is just to reschedule it but no
decisions were made. M. Tristany read the item for the record. C. Kinnie asked if the bylaws should be adjusted to
reflect this court decision. M. Tristany stated that he will check with the town attorney.
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B. Wings of Freedom Animal Rescue, 3 Zvingilas Court, Animal Importer Event to be held at Tractor Supply
weekly from May 21, 2016 through December 31, 2016.

C. Kinnie stated that this will be addressed under the Zoning Enforcement Officer’s report.
C. Revised Zoning map showing the C-Commercial Zones.

M. Tristany handed out the revised zoning map showing the blended C1 and C2 zones into the C—Commercial Zone
that you can put in your zoning books

Matters Presented for Consideration

There were no matters to present

Additional Business

There were no matters to present

Old Business

A. Discussion and update of CT Siting Council Petition #1220 by Ecos Energy, LLC, d.b.a. Windham Solar, LLC
for a Declaratory Ruling for 1219 and 1240 Voluntown Road. Griswold

M. Tristany stated that we discussed this briefly at the last meeting and asked if the Commission would like to look
at it. C. Kinnie asked if the Siting Council has had the public hearing. M. Tristany stated no but that the Siting
Council had a site walk a couple of weeks ago where eight or ten residents from Latham Drive, Lewis Street and
Lee Avenue, two members from the Wetlands Commission, and | were in attendance. He explained that there was
a concern that the application to maintain the existing tree line on the easterly side of Latham Drive southerly to
properties on Lee and Lewis Avenues. He explained Sheet 4 of 12 a proposed emergency access drive for
maintenance purposes and we asked the Siting Council to maintain the tree line and shift things to the west. He
stated that the engineer for Ecos Energy Steve Broyer did not seem to have a problem with the suggestions that
included keeping the array field from the slope to the wetlands. C. Kinnie stated that we were concerned that
distance to the wetlands to be no closer than 75 feet in the upland review area because of the steep slope. M.
Tristany stated that on the northerly side of Route 138 at Culver Road to the north of the array field to maintain
the existing tree line and to add additional arbor vitae plantings to the buffer and that did not seem to be an issue.

M. Tristany stated that he sent an email to Melanie Bachman, Acting Executive Director to the Siting Council. He
read her response for the record indicating that there is not specific date to take up the matter and is on the May
agenda to take action within 60 days to sent the 180 day final date for a decision on September 16, 2016; but this
matter can appear at any time prior to the deadline date; and when the petition is ready for review, a meeting
agenda will be sent to you. M. Tristany stated that to his knowledge that there is no significant opposition to what
is being proposed. He stated that a formal hearing will be held in New Britain in the Siting Council hearing room
and we will be notified.

C. Kinnie stated that this is the time that the Commission can voice any concerns to the Siting Council. He stated
that regarding Planning and Zoning, he would like more information about the points of entry which he
understands are to be locked and gated and how far are the gages be recessed from the highway. He stated that
mowing will be done. M. Tristany stated that the Wetlands Commission also stated that no herbicides or pesticides
were to be used in the regulated area. C. Kinnie stated if a landscaper comes in with a truck and trailer; the gates
must be recessed far enough away from the road to accommodate those types of vehicles from Route 138 and
Latham Drive.

T. Palasky stated that they look like they are set pretty close to the setback to the property line. C. Kinnie stated
right. J. Krueger asked if the solar units will be visible from the street. C. Kinnie stated definitely. M. Tristany
explained that there is no glare issue with the way solar panels are made; they are a black panel as opposed to a
mirror type panel. J. Krueger asked if the Health Officer has been there and there is no health and safety issue
with these panels in and around this area. M. Tristany stated not to his knowledge. P. Zvingilas was concerned for
electromagnetic energy that is generated J. Krueger was concerned for the heat generation from the solar panels
and we are hearing about the problems Canada is having with the fire issue. He stated asked if there was a
maintenance plan and what the schedule was. M. Tristany stated that at the site walk, it was mentioned that a
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couple times a year, the panels will be cleaned to keep the panels running efficiently. J. Krueger stated then they
should also check all of the other apparatus that needs to be checked. C. Kinnie asked if the snow would be
removed. M. Tristany stated that the subject did come up; but that he did not think so, and let nature take its
course. T. Palasky stated that when the sun hits those black panels it slides right off.

J. Krueger asked the longevity of the panels. M. Tristany stated that it is about 40 years. There was discussion of
this matter that included that the longevity is determined under lab conditions.

C. Kinnie asked for other comments or concerns to be sent to the Siting council. C. Geer stated that she hoped that
there would be as much of a tree line to soften the appearance of the solar panels from the roadway and the
residents. T. Palasky stated that he did not have any concerns. J. Krueger stated that he agreed with Charlotte to
minimize the appearance of the units because he did not want to see all these units along the roadside like the oil
well pumps that he saw when he drove to the West Coast; he was also concerned for safety issue of the units. C.
Kinnie asked that a letter be sent. M. Tristany will send a letter to the Siting Council

B. H & M Holdings, 2 & 4 Business Park Way for review of the building plan and design.

M. Tristany explained that when this project was approved by the commission and cited Item 5 of the approval
which he read for the record. He stated that he has been in touch with Attorney Mark Branse and since it is not a
new application, it is a continuation of the application SE 02-15, not new fee is required; and we are required to
hold a public hearing advertised at 2 intervals 10 days prior and 2 days prior to the public hearing date. He stated
that the applicant has submitted a formal letter of credit in the amount of $30,000 for sedimentation and erosion
controls of the plan and is in our file. He stated that one of the owners, Mike Dingavan, asked if a special meeting
for the public hearing could be scheduled before the June 13, 2016 meeting. There was discussion of this matter
including that a building permit may be giving for the foundation which is not part of the architectural aspect of
the approval.

M. Tristany stated that the applicants are present and their representative, Andy Gill, who is doing the
construction oversight.

A. Gill stated that he has colors with him but the drawings are being colorized. He explained that the walls will be
charcoal grey, and the roof is barn read. C. Kinnie stated that he was reluctant to set a special meeting since so
few regular members are present. J. Krueger stated that half of the members are not hear and he would like to
hear their input as a courtesy to them. There was discussion of this matter. C. Kinnie asked or a motion for
application SE02-15.

MOTION: J. Krueger moved to set a public hearing for application SE 02-16 at 6:30 p.m. on June 13, 2016 in the
Town Meeting Room. C. Geer seconded the motion. All were in favor. The motion was carried.

9. New Business
There was no new business.

10. Reports from the Enforcement Officer

B. Zoning Enforcement Officer requests guidance regarding the receipt of 34 CT Dept. Agriculture Animal
Importer Event Notice forms from Wings of Freedom Animal Rescue, Kathleen Williamson, 2 Zvingilas
Court, Griswold for proposed weekly events for sale, adoption or transfer of dogs and cats to be held in
the parking lot at Tractor Supply from May 21, 2015 through December 21, 2016.

P. Zvingilas stated that there is a request from Wings of Freedom. He stated that they are usually held a few times
a year at Tractor Supply which we usually handle. He stated that Wings of Freedom wants to hold one every
weekend with a lot of dates. He stated that asked the commission to decide to authorize Mario to.

C> K stated that this is not a business that makes an income; this is a non-profit organization. P. Zvingilas stated
that they do not operate on Zvingilas Court; they operate at Tractor Supply with their permission. C. Kinnie asked
if this was strictly outdoors. M. Tristany stated yes as far as he knew. P. Zvingilas stated that UCONN’s concession
stand has volunteers who work to give a portion of the proceeds to Wings of Freedom. J. Krueger asked if this was
a commercial activity because of the frequency of the events. P. Zvingilas stated that is up to the Commission to
decide. C. Kinnie asked if that was the only actively that was taking place; no concessions or vending or events to
coincide with this.. P. Zvingilas stated no. C. K stated that there will be 34 events T. Palasky stated that the events
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will be from May 21st through December 31st. J. Krueger stated that this was a wonderful group; what do they
need from us, a permit to them. P. Zvingilas stated they just need a signature and that he signed the request for
May 21 because they have to send it to the state

C. Kinnie stated that as long as they have an agreement with Tractor Supply and whoever controls the parking; and
the fire marshal for safety; this is a non-profit group. P. Zvingilas stated that they need the zoning officer’s
signature; M. Tristany can sign when | have a conflict. T. Palasky stated that he was okay with it; C. Geer stated
that she was too. C. Kinnie asked for a motion to appoint M. Tristany to act on this administratively and to state for
the recorded that this is for Wings of Freedom Animal Rescue for their events taking place at Tractor Supply at 461
Voluntown Road parking area.

MOTION: J. Krueger moved to appoint Mario Tristany to be in charge of handling the applications for Wings of
Freedom Animal Rescue in their events from May through December 2016. C. Geer seconded the motion. All were
in favor. The motion was carried.

Item B: A sign request from Dan Mackin, 1257 Voluntown. M. Tristany submitted the request to the commission
containing documentation for the maximum size of a commercial sign is 4 ft. x 8 ft. and a copy of the State of
Connecticut right of way map and a Google map showing the existing site; M. Tristany explained that he is
proposing two signs that will be at a slight angle so they are visible to traffic from both the west and east. He
stated that the sign must be a minimum of 10 feet from the property line and he is proposing it to be 12 feet from
the property. He stated that the Google map shows the existing conditions for the site. He stated that because it
is a commercial operation it should be approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission. C. Kinnie asked if the
sign will be lit. M. Tristany stated that the applicant has not given an indication that it will be lit. M. Tristany stated
that he did not believe it will be lit. T. Palasky asked if the business was run from this location. M. Tristany stated
yes. T. Palasky stated that it would be an eyesore as the green house. C. Kinnie asked if that area is zoned
commercial. M. Tristany stated yes. C. Kinnie stated that the proposed area is already cleared and the small
building will be removed as well. J. Krueger asked if there were properties behind this property. M. Tristany
stated that D. Mackin owns all the property behind him.

MOTION: J. Krueger moved to approve the sign for Dan Mackin at 1257 Voluntown Road as stated in the plans. C.
Geer seconded the motion. All were in favor. The motion was carried.

C. Kinnie stated that Chairman McKinney usually allows some public comment and asked David Vieaux if he had
any comments. D. Vieaux asked that in regard to the solar panels, they will be cleaned and if what they are
cleaning them with will run off. He stated that when the panels were being offered to be placed on their homes,
he researched that the solar panels contain a substance that is not environmentally friendly if they are cracked or
broken; but are safe long as they stay sealed; C. Kinnie stated that those questions were asked by the Inland
Wetlands Commission in a letter to the Siting Council. D. Vieaux stated that he had missed that meeting.

Adjournment

C. Kinnie asked for a motion to adjourn. J. Krueger moved to adjourn at 7:50 p.m. C. Geer seconded the motion.
All were in favor. The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Mario Tristany, Jr.
Town Planner
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