28 Main Street
Guiswold, € 06351
Phone (860) 376-7060, Faxe (860) 376-7070

GRISWOLD PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

SPECIAL MEETING
MINUTES JULY 25, 2011 GRISWOLD TOWN HALL

1.

3.

4.

SPECIAL MEETING (7:00 P.M.)

Call to order:
G. Rooke-Norman called this special meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll Call:

Present: Chairperson Gail Rooke-Norman, Secretary Courtland Kinnie, Members Daniel DeGuire,
Lawrence Laidley, ZEO Peter Zvingilas, Town Planner Carl Fontneau, Recording Secretary
Donna Szall

Absent: Vice Chair Martin McKinney, Alternates Erica Bevis, Heather Edge,

Determination of Quorum:

There was a quorum for this special meeting.

Matters Presented for Consideration:

A. Discussion and action on a letter dated July 21, 2011 by the Board of Selectmen requesting an 8-
24 Review for the installation of solar panels at selected municipal buildings.

G. Rooke-Norman stated that each member has a copy of the letter describing the eight buildings that
are part of a current building permit application and an explanation from the First Selectman Philip
Anthony. She stated that Mr. Anthony is here to address the commission.

Philip Anthony explained that the DCS Company provides funding for a lease of the solar panels; we put
in for it and received the funding. He checked with the selectmen in Salem and Thompson, that there
was a positive response for this project. He stated that no taxpayer money is to be expended; the town
attorney has reviewed the contract. He stated that these are leases but not money is to be expended.
The town will own the panels after five years. D. DeGuire asked if it was a maintenance thing for five
years. P. Anthony stated the company will be responsible for the base and if something goes wrong they
will come back. He stated that the project has an average life space of 25 years.

D. DeGuire asked the maintenance costs after the five years. P. Anthony stated that he did not know.
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L. Laidley asked why the electric company on School Street was not on the list. D. DeGuire stated that it
was not on town property. L. Laidley stated that it was borough/ town property and if it is going on the
sewage plant. P. Anthony does want to add additional properties such as the Griswold Middle School,
and he was approached by several churches in town to be added to the program. He stated that the
company does accept churches and non-profits as log as they own the property.

G. Rooke-Norman asked if the old grange property that is now a church and asked if the New Age Fellow
Ship would be eligible even though it is not a main stream church. P. Anthony stated that he would look
into it.

G. Rooke-Norman had questions from M. McKinney who could not be here.

1) Assuming that the solar panels generate more power than the facility uses, where does the excess
energy go and do we get a credit from CL&P or Jewett City Electric. P. Anthony answered yes and no
explaining that CL&P has a feedback meter already in place on the town properties services by CL&P. He
cited an example using Public Works, there will be a credit towards another month's usage. P. Anthony
stated that Jewett City Electric has never been set up for feedback meter usages. He stated that Ken
Sullivan has information that he can give to the commission where they would look into it and talk to
CEEMEC.

G. Rooke-Norman asked if Jewett City Electric provides electricity to the schools. P. Anthony stated that
it is a combination of both. She asked how we would get money back to the tax payers for the overages.
P. Anthony stated that the panels do not produce a lot of electricity producing 4.5 to 9 kilowatts per
panel of power; and based on their ratings, there will be little overages at the school. He stated that at
the Pachaug Town Hall and the Town Garage that there may be overage. G. Rooke-Norman asked if he
considered doubling up on panels for those buildings serviced by CL&P. P. Anthony stated that DCS
Company has rated the roofs for the number of panels that should be used with the average weight
being about 4 Ibs for each panel. There was discussion of this matter including that P. Anthony will speak
to Ken Sullivan.

2) Asked by M. McKinney were regarding the esthetics; and 3) what was for protection from vandalism
for those panels on the ground. P. Anthony that that the ground panels will be fenced in to protect from
vandalism. He explained that the panels need full exposure to the sunlight. P. Anthony stated that
esthetics is personal. There was discussion of this matter.

C. Kinnie asked if it was the same company that did the panels in Voluntown. P. Anthony stated no, they
got a grant for that project.

D. DeGuire stated that he was 100 percent behind it. He stated that the Griswold fired Department
property is owned by the Church. There was discussion of this matter.

C. Kinnie stated that the High School roof needs to be replaced. C. Kinnie stated asked how many panels
world be needed for the middle school. P. Anthony stated that the school is an add-on and the electric
company will be added on as well as some churches will be added on. C. Kinnie asked about the
elementary school. P. Anthony stated that the elementary school is geothermal. C. Kinnie stated that
the roof has a southern exposure. P. Anthony will put it down as a request.

L. Laidley suggested the Slater Library. G. Rooke-Norman stated that the Library is an historic building. L.
Laidley stated that it is on the National History Register. There was discussion of this matter

Griswold Planning & Zoning Commission
Regular Meeting
Minutes July 25, 2011 Page 2



G. Rooke-Norman stated that we are here to issue under the 8-24 General Statutes to issue a favorable
or unfavorable report as a motion. G. Rooke-Norman read for the record a comment from P. Anthony's
letter as part of the Plan of Conservation and Development.

G. Rooke-Norman stated that a motion would be to issue a favorable or unfavorable report under 8-24
review and send a letter to the Selectmen. D. DeGuire to make a favorable report to the Selectmen
under 8-24 for the solar panels. L. Laidley seconded the motion. All were in favor. The motion was
carried.

5. Adjournment:

D. DeGuire made a motion to adjourn. L. Laidley seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 7:26
p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Carl Fontneau
Secretary Pro Tem
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