28 Main Street
Guiswold, € 06351
Phone (860) 376-7060, Faxe (860) 376-7070

GRISWOLD ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
REGULAR /PUBLIC HEARING MEETING APPROVED MINUTES
GRISWOLD TOWN HALL MARCH 4, 2015

I. REGULAR MEETING/PUBLIC HEARING(S) (7:00 P.M.)

1. Call to Order

Theodore Faulise, Chairman, called this meeting of the Griswold Zoning Board of Appeals to order at
7:00 p.m.

2. Roll Call

Present: Theodore A. Faulise, Dorothy Doucette, Ronald Jodoin, William Przylucki Alternates Duane
Button, Louis Demicco, Ill, Maryann Manning, Recording Secretary Donna Szall

Absent: Ronald Anthony

3. Determination of Quorum

T. Faulise appointed L. Demicco to sit for R. Anthony There was a quorum for this regular meeting of the
Zoning Board of Appeals.

4. Matters Presented for Consideration

A. ZBA 04-15 BLANCHETTE, ROBERT C., PROPERTY AT 58 SHELDON ROAD, GRISWOLD, CT. Requesting relief
from Town of Griswold Regulations Section 4.2.2 in order to reestablish existing house as a two family
dwelling. Property zoned R-60.

T. Faulise asked if there was someone to represent the applicant. John Blanchette was there to
represent his mother, Janet Blanchette, the property owner. T. Faulise asked for the abutters’
notifications. J. Blanchette submitted abutters’ notifications; there were four notifications for the
record. T. Faulise asked Mr. Blanchette to explain the hardship for this property.

J. Blanchette explained that this property was a restaurant that his grandmother owned and when the
restaurant closed; the building that was built in 1946 was converted to a two-family for many years. He
stated that his father, Robert Blanchette, about four years ago, petitioned to have it be a single family
structure thinking that it would reduce his taxes on the property. He stated that in the building file,
there is a permit to convert it to a single family, but that work was never done. He stated that this
request is to help his mother rent out this vacant side. J. Blanchette submitted photographs of the
vacant side of the house.

R. Jodoin stated that he spoke with Tina Blanchette on the telephone and that he saw the property. J.
Blanchette stated that you saw the tenant’s side when you were there.

D. Doucette asked who had applied to change it to a one family. J. Blanchette stated that he did not
know who changed it to a one family on the records. T. Faulise stated that that would be done by the
assessor.
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T. Faulise stated that you are applying for a variance; he questioned whether it should be an appeal of
the zoning officer. T. Faulise asked if it was a two-family prior to zoning. J. Blanchette stated that they
lived in the there when it was a two-family in 1978. Janet Blanchette stated that it was a two family until
the zoning officer came out there. J. Blanchette stated that P. Zvingilas came out there when they were
going to do remodeling that was in 2008.

T. Faulise stated that before that when was it was made into a one family. J. Blanchette stated that his
father was told that he would have to put in fire walls between the two apartments which was probably
the reason why it was never made into a one family. J. Blanchette stated that he would be willing to do
what was necessary to make it conforming as a two-family structure such as the fire walls.

T. Faulise stated that if you had a building that was a two family before zoning, and even if you don’t
rent it, it is still a two family. J. Blanchette stated that Peter Zvingilas suggested that they come here to
the Zoning Board of Appeals because Mr. Zvingilas didn’t think that he had the authority to return it to a
two family.

T. Faulise stated that the tax assessor page says that it is a single family. T. Faulise stated that if J.
Blanchette can go back through the records to show that it is a two family residence prior to 2008. T.
Faulise stated that the Board can continue the public hearing so that the Board can get more
information. D. Doucette stated that you should go to the assessor’s office to get that information.
There was discussion of this matter including finding documentation that proves it was a two family.

T. Faulise explained that if a hardship is for financial gain or loss is not a considered a hardship. A
hardship must be unique to your property.

T. Faulise asked how many acres the property was since you needed 120,000 sq. ft. for a two family. T.
Faulise stated that you have two residences on one lot. D. Doucette asked when the second residence
built. Janet Blanchette stated that it was built in the late 1940’s.

T. Faulise asked if there were two deeds for the property. J. Blanchette stated that there is one deed
that has different parcels listed on it. D. Doucette asked if both houses were under one ownership. J.
Blanchette stated yes. There was discussion of this matter.

D. Doucette suggested that P. Zvingilas attend the next meeting or to write a letter about this property.

T. Faulise stated that we need more information and recommended him to get the tax records from 10
years ago that to check whether if the assessment shows it as a two family house and two houses on
one lot. He stated that if the assessor knows that it is a two family then it preexist zoning and if it was
that way for more than 3 years with no action, you are allowed to continue it without any action.

D. Doucette asked if it went from the restaurant to a two family when the restaurant closed. T. Faulise
asked if there were two electric meters Janet Blanchette stated that it was. T. Faulise asked the area of
the lot. D. Szall stated that there was 130,680 square feet for three acres.

W. Przylucki asked if there were two meters on the house. J. Blanchette stated that when the electrical
permit was obtained, it was changed when they redid the electric in 2008. Tina Blanchette stated that
the address was 66-68 Sheldon Road; then when it was requested as a single family, the address was
changed to 64 Sheldon Road. She stated that there are two apartments; there are two mail boxes. T.
Blanchette stated that the tenant still gets her mail at 66 Sheldon Road

T. Faulise asked for a motion to continue this public hearing to the April 1, 2015 meeting.
MOTION: D. Doucette so moved. W. Przylucki seconded the motion. All were in favor. The motion was
carried.
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J. Blanchette stated that he will not be available to attend the April 1, 2015. He stated that he would be
in Florida and was not expected to return until April 4™ or April 5. T. Faulise stated that you can have a
representative speak for you and to submit any of the documents that were discussed. He stated that J.
Blanchette must provide a letter from him that the individual is representing him. There was discussion
of this matter. J. Blanchette stated that he will have someone submit the requested documents for the
April 1'2015 meeting.

T. Faulise instructed the members and the alternates to be sure to attend the April 1, 2015 meeting
because he would be out of town for that meeting so that it was important for all of the alternates be at
the meeting. L. Demicco must sit for R. Anthony, and D. Button and M. Manning one of them will be
appointed to sit for T. Faulise in his absence.

5. Old Business
A. Approval of the minutes from November 14, 2014

T. Faulise asked for any corrections or omission. D. Doucette moved to accept the minutes as
presented. R. Jodoin seconded the motion. All were in favor. The motion was carried.

6. New Business
There was no new business.

7. Correspondence

There was no correspondence.

8. Adjournment

T. Faulise asked for any other business. W. Przylucki moved to adjourn. R. Jodoin seconded the motion.
All were in favor. The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna M. Szall
Recording Secretary
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